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eflecting on the first half of the term, it has been 

an incredible start to our academic year.  Our 

Year 7 students have settled in exceptionally well, and 

it is a joy to be part of their educational journey.  

We are continuously striving to "improve upon our 

best" and when we compare student attendance, atti-

tudes towards learning and progress to the same peri-

od last year, we see growth in every area. 

It is truly inspiring to witness the amazing achieve-

ments within our Academy.  With GCSE results above 

the national average, our students are excelling, even in 

the face of challenges.  They are outperforming their 

peers at a national level and we could not be prouder 

of them. 

While negative perceptions of our local area can some-

times dominate the conversation, they do not reflect the 

incredible young people we have the privilege to work 

with every day.  This year, we have achieved 100% staff 

retention and despite national teacher shortages, we are 

fully staffed in every department.  Our staff choose to 

be here because they believe in our students, who are 

simply amazing. 

A message from the  
Head of School Mrs G McLaughlin 

WELCOME 

More news… Read all about 
it……. 

Issue 
#1 

Mon 
21st    
Oct 

2024 

For more interesting articles go to http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/ Issue #1 with 7  pages 
 
Page 1 

R 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

Let us continue to work together because our young 

people deserve the best.  There is so much positivity in 

our community that deserves to be celebrated.   

Thank you for your continued support of our Acade-

my.  I assure you we will keep striving to provide the 

best educational experience possible. 

 

“We were not born to be average. 

  We were born to be exceptional. 

  We are The Gateway Academy.”  

DATE Time  Event 

4th Nov  8.15am All Years start back to the Academy 

15 Nov 11.20am Flu Jabs 

21 Nov 16.00 Year 11 Parents/Carers & Next steps evening 

Click Here for the full parental Calendar  

COOKING CLUB 

PARENTS’ EVENING DATES 

CAREERS NEWS 

All different, All equal together 

Mrs G McLaughlin 

HEAD OF SCHOOL 

PARENTAL CALENDAR 

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=16&viewid=1 

As well as other valuable information, for example, announcements, letters home 

and uniform can be found on The Gateway Academy website http://www.theglc-

gatewayacademy.org.uk/.  Please check this regularly for any update  

It has been a busy first term for students and careers. There have been assemblies held by the NHS for students in Years 7-9, 

and Year 11 had assemblies from Gable Hall Sixth Form and the Department of Work and Pensions (Civil Service). Some 

Year 7 students also had the opportunity to meet the Outreach Team from Cambridge University, while a group of Year 8 

students participated in the M&G Enterprise Challenge Day. 

Finally, 45 students from Years 9-11 visited Aerozone, the Education Centre at Stansted Airport, where they were fortunate 

to hear from guest speakers and learn about careers related to airports and aviation. 

Year 7 student Sydney F-B kicked off the dance season with impressive results at the Latin 

and Ballroom competition in Herne Bay on Sunday, 22nd September. Competing in the first 

event of the season, Sydney is already working towards UKA national qualification, and 

his performance certainly made an impact. 

Sydney took 1st place n the Solo Jive, a standout achievement in a highly competitive cate-

gory. He also secured 2nd place in both the Solo Tango and Couples Jive, showcasing his 

versatility across different dance styles. In the Couples Quickstep, Sydney rounded out his 

success with a solid 4th place finish. Sydney also achieves a Merit on his Grade 1 Baritone 

exam. 

With such a strong start to the season, Sydney is well on his way toward national qualifica-

tion. We wish him the best of luck in his upcoming competitions! very proud! 

 

JUST EXCEPTIONAL  

This year marks an exciting new chapter for Gateway Academy as we 

proudly introduce the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) to our school commu-

nity. The CCF is a youth organisation that offers students a unique oppor-

tunity to develop leadership, teamwork, discipline, and resilience through 

a range of military-themed and adventurous activities. 

Our CCF contingent will give students the chance to participate in field-

craft, drills, navigation, and physical challenges while building essential life 

skills. By working closely with trained instructors and mentors, cadets will 

learn the value of service, responsibility, and personal growth. Whether it’s 

taking on a leadership role, engaging in outdoor ex-

peditions, or mastering a new skill, there’s something 

for everyone in the CCF. 

We believe that the CCF will inspire students to step 

outside their comfort zones and embrace new chal-

lenges with confidence, preparing them for future 

success both in and outside the classroom. 

Stay tuned for more information on how to join       

this exciting new program! 

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=16&viewid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=16&viewid=1
http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/
http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/
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SPORTS NEWS 

 

  

 

It’s been an exciting start to the year for Gateway Sport. The recent Elite Athlete Programme (EAP) trials saw over 150 students from Years 7-10 trial for netball, football, and rugby teams. The level of talent on dis-

play was outstanding, and we are eagerly looking forward to continuing the EAP after half-term. 

Our teams have already participated in over 40 fixtures across basketball, rugby, netball, and football. A special mention goes to our Year 8 boys’ basketball team, who kicked off their Essex Cup campaign with a 

stunning 61-22 victory. Additionally, our U13 boys’ rugby team has qualified for the Essex Rugby Festival finals day—a fantastic achievement! The U16 girls performed exceptionally well at the Thurrock netball 

rally, facing some tough competition. Our girls' football teams have had a great start to the season, securing some impressive wins against strong opponents. The Year 8 netball team has also played outstanding 

netball in their two rounds of the National Cup, coming very close against extremely challenging opposition. 

It’s been fantastic to see our new Year 7s learning new sports and excelling at them! We look forward to seeing them participate in what will surely be a successful sporting campaign. 

As we look ahead to the next half-term, we’re excited for even more fixtures and, no doubt, even more success for our students! Keep up the great work, Gateway athletes! 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW HEAD STUDENTS 
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Year 11 were outstanding during the first round of PPEs. Their attitude and pro-

fessionalism towards these pre-public exams are to be highly commended. With a 

continued focus on success and the momentum we’ve all built in their learning, 

success will be inevitable! 

YEAR 11 NEWS 
Ms A Shannon 

Year 7 have had a fantastic start, and we are so proud of everything they have achieved so far. A number of Year 7 students now attend extra-curricular activities, have joined break and lunch-time clubs, and 

some are taking part in the school musical rehearsals. Many students have already received our Values Badges for demonstrating them daily, and we have celebrated these achievements weekly in our assem-

blies, awarding students with their badges. 

We have some exciting events coming up after half-term, which will be shared with students and parents/carers very soon. 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for your support and look forward to seeing you at the Year 7 Parents' Evening on Thursday, 12th December. 

Miss A. Dixon & Miss M. Davis 

YEAR 7 NEWS 

 

Miss A. Dixon 

What an excellent start the students are making in Drama! They are working really hard and focusing on each and every task given to them. They are encouraged 

to take on responsible roles and make choices that promote creative thinking and action. As a result, they are developing key skills, including communication, co-

operation, and confidence, which they will carry with them throughout their lives and in any career they choose. 

 

DRAMA NEWS 

HARVEST 

This term, the Academy chose Thurrock Foodbank as our charity for the 

harvest festival, and we asked staff and students to contribute items for 

this important cause. We are incredibly grateful to our community for their 

generosity and support for a charity that has been there for us in times of 

need.  Our student leaders did a fantastic job organising the collection, en-

couraging everyone to get involved, and gathering the donations. A special 

mention goes to Ms. 

Dixon and the Year 7 

students, whose con-

tributions were truly outstanding.  

We are excited to welcome a special visit from the foodbank to Year 7 in 

November to personally thank them for their incredible efforts. 

 

WELLBEING 

To support the wellbeing of our com-

munity, we have added new resources 

and sources of support to the Wellbeing 

page of our website. This includes a half

-term newsletter with helpful infor-

mation on returning to school after a 

holiday, support for parents, and de-

tails about additional charities where 

you can find assistance. 

 

MORE SPORTS PICTURES  
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Year 8 have been working hard in lessons and have settled back into Academy life smoothly after the summer break. Attendance for the year group has been above the national average, and students are showing 

great responsibility for their academic studies.  

There have been many success stories worth mentioning. In Food Technology, students have completed practical lessons, preparing dishes like chicken curry and spaghetti carbonara. In English, students are devel-

oping their skills by using quotes from texts to support their work. Art students have been exploring portraits, producing some fantastic pieces.  

On the sporting front, Year 8 continues to excel with the boys' and girls' football teams, girls' netball, and boys' basketball all enjoying success. Outside of school, Hiba M deserves special recognition for being named 

the most improved player at her netball club. 

The year group was also fortunate to have a visitor speak during Assembly about future career opportunities within the NHS, as we continue to encourage students to aspire to bright futures. 

A couple of upcoming events to share: Year 8 assessment weeks begin on 18th November. Please encourage your children to revise thoroughly for these. Additionally, we will be hosting a Year 7 and 8 disco here at 

the Academy on Friday 15th November, from 6-8 pm. All students are welcome, and tickets are £3, available via ParentPay. 

It's been a fantastic start to Year 8, and we hope this momentum continues. Have a lovely half-term! 

YEAR 8 NEWS 
Mrs L Bruce 

As our first half term comes to a close, I want to take this opportunity to celebrate the wonderful achievements of our Year 9 students. This term has been filled with growth and development, and we are incredi-

bly proud of how your children have embodied the core values of our school: resilience, compassion, aspiration, and responsibility. 

Throughout the term, students have shown resilience by tackling challenges head-on and persevering in their academic work, even when things got tough. They’ve demonstrated compassion by supporting their 

peers, fostering a community where kindness and understanding are central to every interaction. Their aspiration to succeed has been evident in the way they set goals, strive for excellence, and consistently push 

their boundaries. Moreover, our students have taken responsibility for their learning and actions, both in the classroom and in their contributions to the wider school community. 

We are delighted to have awarded Value Certificates this term to students who consistently embodied these values in their day-to-day efforts. Whether through acts of kindness, showing leadership, or striving 

for excellence, these certificates recognise those who have truly embraced the spirit of our school. 

This term also saw students generously participate in the Harvest Festival, contributing food donations to support local food banks. Their compassion and willingness to help those in need has been truly inspir-

ing, and these donations will have a real impact on the local community, especially as we approach the winter months. 

Additionally, I’d like to highlight our recent 'Dress in Pink' day, where students came together in a fantastic display of unity and compassion to raise money for breast cancer awareness. 

We are also deeply grateful for the role you, as parents and guardians, play in nurturing these values at home. Your support, encouragement, and partnership have been essential in helping your children reach 

their full potential. 

As we look ahead to the next term, we’re excited to continue this journey of growth together, building on the strong foundation of resilience, compassion, aspiration, and responsibility. 

Wishing you all a restful and well-deserved break. 

YEAR 9 NEWS 
Mr M Scott 

Our student leaders from the Responsibility Group have been 

working with Years 7 to 9 on a recycling initiative, collecting 

recyclable materials such as plastic bottles. The students did a 

fantastic job cleaning up the environment and filling their base 

rooms with bags of recyclables.  

To celebrate their hard work, the winning forms from each year 

group were awarded prizes for their outstanding efforts. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP — RESPONSIBILITY STUDENT LEADERSHIP — ASPIRATIONS 

Our Aspiration Group will be hosting a career fair in the spring 

term, and we are looking to have as many different industries as 

possible represented. This event will help our students explore 

various career options and gain a better understanding of the op-

portunities available to them.  

If you would be interested in participating and running a stand, 

please contact Mrs. Fuller at anna.fuller@theglc.org.uk 

KEEPING YOURSELVES SAFE ONLINE 

This half term, we’ve dedicated significant time in ICT, PSHE, 

and assemblies to educating students about the dangers online 

and, more importantly, how to keep themselves safe. This in-

cludes protecting themselves from online threats, financial scams, 

and ensuring they don’t share information that could harm them 

in the future. 

MIND 

Our Well-being Ambassadors hosted a lovely "Tea and Talk" 

coffee morning for staff and students in the library to raise money 

for the charity Mind. The well-being dinosaur made a special ap-

pearance, adding a fun touch to the event. Attendees had the op-

portunity to purchase delicious cakes and accessories, and even 

get their hair sprayed green for the day. 

The Well-being Ambassadors were on hand to engage with both 

staff and students, discussing their role and providing support for 

anyone who needed it. It was a wonderful event that fostered 

community spirit and raised awareness for an important 

cause. 

mailto:anna.fuller@theglc.org.uk
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YEAR 10 NEWS 
Miss B Mead 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

An absolutely fantastic start to Year 10! 

September brought some nerves with big changes for our year group: the start of Key Stage 4, brand new academic-focused tutor groups, and the 

beginning of your option subjects. However, each and every one of you has taken these challenges in stride and been exceptional. I’ve seen some 

outstanding work in art and photography, with students creating their boards with the highest level of pride and presentation. Our brilliant Year 10 

dance class has already completed part of their practical coursework, performing to the highest standard and demonstrating key performance skills 

to younger year groups. Hospitality and catering students have also been creating fantastic dishes in their practical lessons, among so many other 

successes! The positive feedback we've received from staff about their new Year 10 option classes has been wonderful to hear, and I couldn’t be 

prouder of you all. Well done, Year 10—keep up the great work! 

This half term, I've seen you push yourselves academically while also stepping up to support younger students. You’ve shown a huge amount of 

compassion and responsibility. Our student leaders and anti-bullying ambassadors have been leading the way across the school, organizing a fan-

tastic harvest festival for Thurrock Foodbank. Year 10 tutors alone filled the entire food donation bin! We are so thankful for your willingness to 

support those in need. 

After half term, we jump straight into assessment week (11th–22nd November), during which you'll sit assessments in all your core and option sub-

jects. This is your chance to show us what you’ve been learning. Just a reminder: we have sets of flashcards and revision timetables available in the 

Year 10 office to support your revision. 

Currently, the Year 10 trophy is still held by Miss Reynolds and 10E—who will be the winner next term?  

NEWS 

Our student leaders in the Compassion Group 

have been organizing a special celebration day, 

where food and dance will be shared during 

break and lunch. This event supports the work 

being done in PSHE and History, where stu-

dents have been learning about and celebrating the contributions of people from different heritages to British culture. 

The Compassion Group will also be running a competition in which students are invited to share a piece of art that celebrates their culture 

or create a "culture box" for display. Look out for more details in the new half term! 

 
EXTRA CURRICULAR 

On Wednesday, 16th October, a special maths seminar took 

place, offering students an exciting opportunity to deepen their 

understanding of key mathematical concepts. The seminar fea-

tured engaging activities, interactive problem-solving sessions, 

and guest speakers who highlighted the real-world applications 

of mathematics in various careers and industries.  

MATHEMATICS 

Research suggests that breakfast REALLY is the most important meal of the day. 

“Breakfast kick-starts your metabolism, helping you burn calories throughout the day. It also gives you the energy you need to get things done 

and helps you focus at work or at school. Those are just a few reasons why it’s the most important meal of the day.” Medical Doctors Associa-

tion. At The Gateway Academy, we offer FREE breakfast for all our students.  This includes a variety of cereals, bagels and toast.  Juice every 

Tuesday and Thursday and hot chocolate on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday in the winter months. Feel free to encourage your child to eat 

breakfast and kick start the day with a nutritious and positive meal. 

FREE BREAKFAST FOR ALL (7.30AM—8.10AM) 
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SAFEGUARDING 
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SAFEGUARDING 


