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A message from the
Head of School .........

ear Parents / Carers and Stu-
dents,

I am thrilled to announce that the De-
partment of Education has officially val-

to providing an exceptional educa-
tion. Witnessing our students' drive
and motivation first hand in their dai-
ly lessons is truly inspiring.

A reminder of the key dates coming up next
half term:

3
)

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR

FEBRUARY 2024

MARCH 2024

idated the GCSE results for The Gate-
way Academy. Our school continues to
set new standards, with our students
ranking among the highest achievers in
Thurrock. Notably, our students' pro-
gress in Maths is the top in the Borough
and in English, it is the third highest.
Across the board, the majority of our
subjects exceed the national average for

On a different note, we are increasing-

Mon 26-Feb 0815 All Years Start (Years 7-11) Thur 07-Mar 1600-1900 Year 11 Parents' Evening (2)

Wed 27-Mar Diphtheria, Tetanus & Polio and Meningitis
ACWY (Year9)

Thur 28-Mar End of Term
Friday 29 March - Friday 12 April - Easter Holidays

ly concerned about the impact of so-
Mon 26-Feb Years 7 - 9 Assessments (for two weeks 26
February - 08 March 2024)

Year 10 PPEs (for two weeks 26 February - 08 March
2024)"

cial media on our students. We have
observed several issues spilling over
into Academy life, often originating
from 'group' chats, particularly on
platforms like Snapchat. I kindly re-

quest that parents and carers actively o o
Wishing you and your families a wonderful

monitor their child's activity on these
break and a heartfelt thank you for your

both progress and attainment. This suc- platforms, ensuring they are both

cess is a testament to the dedication of mindful of what they post and what support.

our staff, students, parents and carers, they receive. It is essential to engage

who collaborate to make The Gateway in regular conversations with your Kind d
Academy an outstanding institution. child about whether social media is 1nd regards,

Headteacher—Mrs G McLaughlin =

enhancing their happiness or detri-
mentally affecting their wellbeing. If
it is the latter, I urge you to consider
limiting their usage accordingly.

Moreover, our student attendance re-
mains consistently above the national

Gateway Academy
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average, underscoring our commitment

This half term has been a busy one with assemblies held for all year groups from external providers on their next steps and aspira- | ki b
tions. These included USP which includes Palmers, our local college aimed at years 8, 9 and 10, DWP for years 7 and 8 about aspi- = - ?;'-;-_", ‘ %&E;?TFU For poyng

BASILDON For learning

rations, St Clere’s, a local 6 form for years 10 and 11 and finally AIM Group to our year 11s regarding Apprenticeships and T Lev-

els. Tutor times and the Careers Page on Google Classroom provide lots of material and have included information on Open Eve-
nings for our years 10 and 11, webinar sign ups, videos on how we use maths topics in careers, information on Apprenticeships,
National Apprenticeship Week, Jobs of the Week, Labour Market Information and the opportunity for year 10 students to apply
for Easter School at the University of East London. Trips have included: 10 students from KS3 attending a Greentech summit held
by the Creative Tech Festival at Ford Dunton Plant and 40 year 10 students going to a Health Tech Careers Roadshow at Seevic
College. Leja Rimsaite won a prize for her overall participation and enthusiasm , a very well done! On Wednesday, January 10th,
we also took 16 Year 10 students to the University of Essex for a maths enrichment trip. The purpose of the trip was:

- To inform students about the maths options available to them after GCSE.

- To find out more about careers involving mathematics.

- To explore different areas of maths beyond the GCSE curriculum.

= —~—

Webinar Session
for Parents, Carers

Congratulations to Tomas Gudaitis (year 8)

who attended England's karate championship in
Sheffield and in his age group category (12-13
years) won silver and bronze medals.

RATE
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13.02.24
13:00-14:30

Our gang and county lines parents’ session consists

of speakers with lived experience within the criminal

justice system to unpack and explore the realities and

consequences of county lines, gang involvement, and
.+, serious youth violence.

 Perspectives from previous perpetrators and runners/
°. transporters, combined with relevant case studies,
aid audiences in gaining an authentic and credible

understanding of this complex and cross cuiting issue.

The session will help parents and carers to identify the
signs and triggers that a child or young person might be
involved in county lines and gain an understanding of how
to appropriately respond to such indicators.

Register below:

Scan the QR code
or click here!

- 9
. 5t Glles Head Office,
www.stgilestrust.org.

St Giles

Turning a past Into a futwne
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Year 10 GCSE students have been creating exception-

Mrs L Bruce al ceramic final pieces for their movement projects.
These students have worked tirelessly to create these

We have made a fantastic start to the term so far. The students have been working diligently in class, building on the pieces, both during class time and in their own time.

knowledge they acquired in term 1. We were fortunate to have Paul Hannaford visit the Academy, and our year 7 students had

the opportunity to experience an assembly with him, learning about his life and journey with drug use and gang involvement. Year 9 have been creating a portfolio of art based on

The students were engaged and well-behaved throughout, a credit to us here. Natural forms

since Septem-
ber. This half
term the key focus was on a coral ceramic
Artist called Lisa Stevens. The Arts depart-
ment posted some incredible pieces created
by the yr9’s in response to Lisa Steven’s
artwork on Instagram this week and
Lisa liked our post!

In our PAD sessions each morning, we have been busy preparing for the next round of assessments. Each week, the students
have had a different focus, such as specific Maths revision, as well as English and Science. Additionally, sessions on mind
maps, flashcards, and revision timetables are planned. I hope the students find these useful in the lead-up to the assessments. I
have also been sending all the resources home to parents/carers through Edulink.

A polite reminder that assessments will start the week commencing Monday, 26th February, and will continue for 2 weeks. A
schedule has been sent home and also placed on Google Classroom so that all students can be prepared for their assessments.

There has been much sporting success for our year 7’s in both Netball and Basketball, and we're really proud of all those repre-
senting the Academy. Some standout lessons have been in Food Technology and Spanish, where students have been confidently
speaking out loud. It was a joy to hear!"
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS

Years 7 - 10 will be completing their next set of summative assessments between the
26th Feb — 8th March. The assessment timetables for each year group can be found
here.
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[ Cuoeks Jepmbos TR Specific information and revision resources for each subject will be provided on your
| ; ‘ child’s google classroom. Recommended revision guides are available to purchase on

ParentPay.

YEAR 1 _
Mrs A Dixon

Year 11 has had a great start to this term. They
have begun their final round of PPEs and are
working exceptionally hard to achieve the best
grades possible. Many students have attended 7
am English sessions, over 50 students have
attended further maths sessions on Wednesdays
and Fridays after school, and our students have been leading revision sessions in the Ellis Theatre. The Year 11 team o Using flashcards
has been inundated with reference requests from sixth form and college for many Year 11 pupils, which is fantastic.
It's extremely exciting to see so many of our students applying to sixth forms/colleges and planning their next steps
carefully. We want to wish our Year 11 students the best of luck in their next week of PPEs. Please encourage your
son/daughter if they are in Year 11 to maintain a positive work ethic and ask for support if needed. You can find more information about top revision techniques below:

Top revision techniques that our Subject leaders recommend are:

e Creating mind maps

e Using Knowledge Organisers

¢ Using online revision websites

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/top-10-best-revision-tips-from-past-students/

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/exams-or-demon-fighting/essential-revision-tips

https://www .bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk#zfcq2v4

YEAR 9
Ms B Mead

Year 9,

As we progress through this term, we have some important events coming up. Firstly, when we return after half

-term, we'll dive straight into assessment week. It's been wonderful to see all of you engaging in your various

revision techniques over the past few weeks. Please make sure you utilise these sessions to support your revi-

sion during the half-term break leading up to your assessments. We've received videos from all of your core

subjects explaining exactly how and where to find your revision materials, along with three technique sessions:

1. How to create effective mind maps, 2. How to effectively use flashcards, and 3. How to create an effective re-
CELEBRATING LGBTQ+ HISTORY vision timetable. All of these resources have been uploaded to the Year 9 Google Classroom page for you to refer

back to.

This month, the Academy has been celebrating LGBTQ+ History Month. Through key PAD and

Additionally, we're starting conversations about the options process this half-term, with the options/parents'
PSHE sessions, students are learning about the history of LGBTQ+ and the hardships the communi-

evening scheduled for April 18th. It's been fantastic to welcome subject leads into our assemblies over the past
ty has faced over the years. Mr Moruzzi conducted key as- . . . . . .
few weeks to discuss their subjects with you, ensuring you can make the best choices for yourselves. If you have
semblies for all year groups, and the Academy is proudly . . . ) .
any questions about certain subjects, please speak to your class teacher. If you're worried or have concerns about
flying the LGBTQ+ flag in support. . . \ . . s .
your options choices, please don't hesitate to come and speak to either myself or Mrs Smith in the Year 9 office.

We are incredibly proud of our student leaders and anti-bullying ambassadors who have been fully involved in
running and organising a number of charity events and supporting parents' evenings. They are an absolute
credit to our year group. The anti-bullying ambassadors have also led assemblies on key topics for all year
groups. They planned and created the presentations themselves and delivered them confidently to all five year

groups.

Finally, this week, we had a group of students attend the Respect Project as part of the Essex Boys and Girls

Club. Six students have been offered a place on the final project, which is fantastic! A huge well done to you all!
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https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/page/?title=Assessments+and+Examinations&pid=161
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/top-10-best-revision-tips-from-past-students/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/exams-or-demon-fighting/essential-revision-tips
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and knives. In his typical fashion, he delivered a captivating assembly, sharing his personal experiences and illustrating the profound impact a ¥

X%

Last week, Paul Hannaford paid a visit to the Gateway Academy to enlighten our young minds about the perils associated with gangs, drugs,

life of crime can have on an individual.
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YEAR 8
Mr M Scott

Hello Gateway Family,

It has been a fantastic few weeks for Year 8 at the Gateway Academy. Student attendance is up, re-
ward points are being collected daily by students who are demonstrating the school's core values,
and students are now starting to focus on their revision techniques in more detail to ensure that =

they are ready for their next round of assessments, which take place after the half-term break.

please join us for

7~ URLENTINE’S DAY

AT THE GATEWAY ACADEMY

From the 29th of January - 7th of February , you will be able
to purchase a rose or chocolates for someone for ?
valentines day. This will be available at student services.

All Year 8 tutor groups have now completed their 'First Give' final presentations, and the judging
team that came along were overwhelmed by the hard work and passion that students put into their
projects and presentations. Tutor groups were challenged with choosing a local charity of their
choice, researching that charity, and raising awareness, money, or both to support it. Every tutor
group did a fantastic job of working as a team to achieve this. We have had many local charity visits

which students had organised with the support of their tutors.

The Grand final saw the teams from each tutor group give their presentation to the 'First Give' judg-

ing team and their whole year group. Every single participant showed great courage and brilliant

oratory skills in commanding the stage and making a bid for their charity to be the chosen winner

You can also write
a message for the person you would

like to buy it for!

of £1000. *
As with any contest of this nature, there can only be one winner. This award was presented to 8G,
Mrs Louw's tutor group. St. Luke's Hospice was the charity they chose, and they did a fantastic job

of raising money and awareness for them. 8H, Mrs. Bouretaa’s tutor group, received special com-

mendation. Though they did not emerge as winners, the work they put into raising money and
awareness for the Sea Cadets showed great detail and fantastic first-hand research into what the Sea @ 7 i Prices:
Cadets bring to the local community. % v Rose - £1.50 @ % .
]
Chocolates- £1
A brilliant undertaking by all tutors and tutor groups to support local charities within our commu- Rose and olocolntes: £2 X 5 v
nity. A massive thank you to all.

v,
%‘4 BAKE SALE!

Valentine's Day Bake Sale!
Mark your calendars for February 14th! During break and lunch,
we will be hosting a bake sale to celebrate the holiday of love.

Please ensure you bring some money . if you
would like to buy something on this day.

,\, =

o<
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YOUNG MINDS

. You're the leading expert when it comes to your child. You can tell
Serlous when they aren'tin the mood to talk, or when they aren’t responding

Starting a conversation can be difficult, especially if you're worried
to your attempts.

that your child is having a hard time. It doesn't matter what topic the

conversation starts with - it's about the opportunity it gives you both
PP vitglvesy Do youwant to

What was the

Conversation
starters

to talk about feelings and to provide comfort.

talk about what's Reassure them that if they don't want to talk now, they can talk to you

How are you feeling?

What was the best
and worst bit of your

Here's some conversation ideas to start things off...

General

What do you want to
talk about?

If you could start tdday
again, what would you
day? do differently? .

What did you do
today that you are

biggest problem
you had today?

How can | support
you through
[issue]?

What's your
favourite song at
the moment?
Would I like it?

If your life was a
movie which one
would it be?

goingon?

Is there anything that
you need from me?
Space, time to talk,

time to do something

fun...

Fun

If you were an
animal which one
would you be?

What's your
favourite thing

about school and
why?

If an alien had landed in

at any time. You can also follow up conversations with encouragers:

Encouragers

I love you,
nothing can
ever change

that

You can talk to
me, I'm here for

you

If you talk to me
about what is

Evenifl don't

understand

worrying you, | 3

can do my best to know that |
help want to

If you are concerned about anything that
has come up in a conversation, try your best
to tell them how you see things, and be clear
about any actions you are going to take. Try
to provide comfort and reassurance.

If you need
totalk to
someone else,
that's okay too

We're going
to get through
this together

0808 802 5544

most proud of? .

your class today, what

youngminds.org.uk

would you have been
embarrassed for them
to see?

YEAR 10 Ms A Shannon

Well done to those students in Year 10 who have made a great start back to the academy this term. We have settled
back into our learning after returning from the Christmas break, with the students preparing themselves for our next
round of assessments, which will be starting the week beginning February 16th. We have been sharing lots of re-
sources with students via Google Classroom to support their revision and preparation for assessments, as well as
looking at different revision materials in tutor time each day. We have plenty of supplies of flashcards, revision time-

tables, and knowledge organizers available in our office for students to help themselves to. We will also be sharing

Mon-Fri 9,30am-4pm >

If you need help or support, please contact our parents helpline

CHINESE NEW YEAR

This week was a celebration
of the Chinese New Year, the
Year of the Dragon. To cele-
brate, on Thursday, the can-

teen staff put on a lovely
spread of Chinese food. The
students and staff thoroughly

our resources via Edulink to parents so you will be able to support from home.

Congratulations to the hospitality and catering students who recently took part in a master class in filleting a fish. The

enjoyed the meal.
students absorbed all of the new skills that they were taught and were a credit to the Academy. They will be putting

their filleting skills to the test in their practical assessment after half term.

I have the privilege of walking into the lessons Year 10 students are in every day around the Academy, and some of

the work they are producing is fantastic. I have attached a few pictures of the beautiful work students have been pro-
ducing recently.

Well done, Year 10, and for those who are consistently excelling, there will be a big rewards trip coming your way!

ENGLISH

Students are learning about Macbeth in English and some of the work that has been pro-
duced has been truly exceptional. Here is a quick snapshot:

Y Y

nm

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR
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EVE N M 0 R E N EWS What is Snapchat?

USEFUL INFORMATION

o
S

Worried about a child?
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.
+  Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 65L, Tel: 01375 652802.
« Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468.

Snapchat is a photo messaging app with a twist, Smapchatters can take photos, record

videos, add text and drawings and send them to friends. These 'Snaps’ aren't saved by

+ Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate default so it feels more like having an ordinary conversation. Once everyone has viewed
protection. a Snap, Snapchat’s system is designed to automatically delete it from their servers
+ Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk Opened Snaps typically cannot be retrieved from Snapchat's servers by anyone, for
k: NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspec.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspce any reason. Upon registration "Team Snapchat’ will automatically send you a series of

‘Snaps’ to take vou through the basics.

Age restrictions
Snapchat Is not intended for children under the age of 13. Teens aged 13-17 should have

FREE School Uniform
Events

permission from a parent or legal guardian to use the app.

Saturday
! 10-11.30am
::::g:::zy 3‘7’::1‘:';‘::;7” Warm Spaces A Smapchat account can be deleted by going to https://accounts.snapchat.com/
Tak 1% into the world il r bek: L § . o
15th March | 16th March gLy s beroby b i a1 accounts/delete_account and entering the child’'s username and password. If Snapchat
19th April " 20th April extracrdinary creations and give them & new lease on life. X X X X
17th May | 18th May Wo samt 1o sne your inmovetive mind ot work. funing ol fem into Thurrock libraries offer you a warm welcome during the winter montns. obtains knowledge that a user is under the age of 12 they will terminate the account.

mind blowing mastorpieces.

21st June 22nd June

From Monday 20 November 2023 until Friday 29 March 2024, at set times each week, many of our
local libraries are offering residents a free hot drink in a safe and supportive space. Mete: If you forget your password you can submit a password reset reguest to

Commumty Church Chadwell St Mary
Defoe Parade (en(nr from Brentwood Road)
RM R

“Collect the items you want to recycle and frarsform these fincds
ir40 0 mind-blowing creation.

— Tobe o photo of your mosterpiece. and = o pan ogmph share
Save the planet (®, and your pennies @8 ! the insplratice behind your creation while highlghtieg the

2 2 matenols you recycled
Hundreds of items in stock: e
+ Polo shirts + Jumpers & cardigans Romomber to lw -"!vw'-m @ge, yoor group and
current schaol setting.
+ Shirts & blouses * Blazers & ties
* Skirts « PE kit incl football socks

Grays library and Purfleet library are accepting winter coat donations during this period, to help those Snapchat at: https://accounts.snapchat.com/accounts/password_reset_request

most in need to stay warm this winter. Purfieet library is also accepting donations of clean blankets (no
duvets or other bedding). Contact the libraries below for full details.

Join us in our Warm Spaces on the following days and times

« Trousers « Plimsolls THINK ABOUT:
* Socks « Black shoes e S ed Yo St P
« Pinafore dresses « Coats bt o oo on Library ‘ Day ‘ Times
Clean, good condition school uniform donations accepted when How recycle mateeials 1o
space allows. Please check our facebook page to see if we are create samelhing o and eveing? Aveley library Tuesdays 2pm to 4pm
Se, c.h facebook for * mnmm:?m
Belhus library Wednesdays 2pm to 4pm
- i Chadwell library Thursdays 2pm to 4pm
® e e,
Corringham library Fridays 2pm to 4pm
GROUP S East Tilbury library Thursdays 10:30am to 12:30pm
Grays library Mondays 10am to midday
Are you 16-26 years old?
L Purfleet library Tuesdays 2pm to 4pm
Would you like to have a say on life,
g g I TS Thursdays 2pm to 4pm
M 50, Thurrock Youth Cablnet would
like to hear from you!
Stanford-le-Hope Library Wednesdays 2pm to 4pm
Join a new Youth Voice group and turn your into acti
Tilbury library IMondays 2pm to 4pm
* Attend three times a year at Grangewaters In South Ockendon
« Lunch, drinks and an activity provided
* Mest new people (16-25 olds with additional needs) . . . . . . -
« Collaborate with Thurrock Youth Cabinet membors and staff You can also enjoy our wide range of library services, such as free wi-fi, during these times and
* Have your say and be listened to! throughout our library opening hours.
Alist of other Warm Spaces in Thurrock is available online at Stronger Together: Warm Spacesd.
\: To find Warm Spaces throughout the UK, go to the Warm Welcome Spaces & website.
To sign up or find
out more, email today at For help finding more support, go to support with the cost of living and Stronger Together: support for
youthvolce@thurrock.gov.uk residents do.

pp p Spedalist Health Visitor intments
For tomllies with children and young people with with PATT SEN[;:':S’
ADHD and neurodiver:
iy | via MS Teams [
Booking exzential
I we need to cancel a session you will get netification vio emall Thewe agpointments are for parerts with childdren who have additional needs. it
Yo book: Mwnw.ullﬂmwmﬂmmlmmcmm ‘ 15 2 OPPOMMUNEY 1O MEET With Our 1ean 10 dECUES how O service Mmay be able
to axuist. This may be sigrpoating to other servicm, sglsning procesues, ‘
focebook: PATT ADHD Support coordirating health care, rederral, ntervention, or wipport. & isalso an
OPEOruNty 10 meet the PATT SENDIASS 10am and get advwce and guidance on
education asd school assen.
First Wednesday of each month 6.30pmto 8.30pm ¢ ’
To book a 15 mi onine apg: whit www gattorg uk/bocking-page .
Tth February 2024 Stonford Le-Hope Family Hub ' Or scan the QR code belew.
Gth March PATT Office [} -
Miease be assured that pou will Rave the opportunity 1o speak with Caralm or " X 3 = o ' - ”
Ist Moy Stondord Le-Hope 'WN'Y Hub mamber of her team in private durieg these sesuions P it i The oy N m,m“ !N
Sth June PATT Office . o . 4 ories ideo: arch, explore and foolom
Srdd July stonford Le-Hope Family Hub ) e R ... | e [rowa i | accountsthayiike - whilst ot the same time continuol upaanngonaoca
ath Septernbaer PATT Office ey 13 Mg 'u-— T — [P T — K= . features to meet the need J.Ll,ldl
2nd October Stonford Le-Hopa Fomily Hub s B b neies B Boomsacorecdondbicnioe BN beaoetibes e !
f 6th Novermnber PATT Office 1 ‘. et 16 R | 1000 - AL | Thuradg 3 Worch LE Mo - £ M b1
4th December PATT Office Wadrentey LI Decurvber .nw--nv- ‘WNH‘M .m-lb'
Tharsdey 36" Wy 10 M - 12 Mg JOR. Thore's & devirg
4 4 - more
Wdnandey 1™ e - 10pw 1 | U
3rd Friday of each month 9.30am~11.30am | | NM:,_:' - ._: ol tforertt ond ',’,o.'::mc. o o8 oty et Io-bnc.t o
PATT Office, 51 Lodge Lane, Grays, RM17 5RZ \ - : \ rienda, ooqunlmoncn Wnflushars or
. Becaure of the satwe of the rales i this feam we mey seed to concey of the lpst Y
19th January 2024 ¥5th February oonute, ) this Aappens, | wk) arrasge 80 speok with pou ot @ different time
1S5th March ¥oth Apri
17th May 2ist June
19th July 27th September @W .
ot
25th October 29th Novembser 2 W~&‘
!":*.TLF -
CRetc) A a:.ﬁ; PALT « Y oL ST
- whch 0ge-approprote
PAtT EJ u SENDIASS A : _
Children compaore themseives
o= - - . t0 what they see onine in terma
of how they loak, dress, thelr
body shope, or the sxperiences
The constant scrolling ond

lstic ideais can leod to

mn‘m—w
Do tern) 0
moymplod < ptnlc.

A G: Schedule 2024 ST
SINDI ASS where and when to find us ¥i3 F :
~' K : Sessions run term time only dVlCe For parens & Carers ______‘
Tl To book an appointment: www.patt.org.uk b o ek
[ scon the QR code or coll 07702127 252 | HAVE OPEN DMLOGUE

First Wednesday of the Month  5pm - 6.30pm
Standord -Le-Hape Family Hub, Copland Rood, S517 00F

Runs in conjunction with PATT ADHD Suppont greup (6. 30~ 8 30pm)
0 Py, THY Mary, T Ay bl Sl Sl Do

First Thursday of the Month 9.30am - 1.00am / L Following infiuencers will aliow you to
3 monior whot they're Qs woll 08
THoury Farmdly Halh. LONO0N RO0a, TaDury SMIE S5y b

I0e, T I0AY, S0uA 4L S3ep 200t SO
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