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A message

from the

Head of School .........

t has been an exceptionally note-

worthy term at our Academy,

marked by several outstanding
achievements. Among the highlights is
our High School Musical Production, ac-
claimed as the best show in our history!
Witnessing our students take the lead
across the Academy, organising events
such as Mental Health Day, Black History
Month and providing tutoring in Maths
and English for younger students, includ-
ing those in the GLC, has been a source of
immense joy.

As we embark on the Spring Term, our
primary focus will be on nurturing aca-
demic excellence among our students.
We are incredibly fortunate to have a ded-
icated team of staff collaborating to en-
sure a wonderful educational experience
for our students.

However, a persistent concern remains
regarding the impact of social media on
our young people. | kindly request par-
ents and carers to actively monitor their
child’s phone usage. It has come to our
attention that students are increasingly
experiencing anxiety due to comments
on social media, leading to feelings of
sadness as they compare themselves to
others and feel judged. While social
media can have positive effects, foster-
ing connection and a sense of belong-
ing, we are apprehensive that, for some
of our young people, it is veering into a
realm of 'toxicity.'

A massive thank you to parents, carers,
staff, students and our community for
continuing to work together to make
The Gateway Academy an exceptional
place to be part of. Please be aware of
the following events coming up this
term:

JANUARY 2024

Mon 08-Jan ** TRAINING DAY 3 **

Tues 09-Jan 0815 All Years Start (Years 7-11)

Fri 12-Jan Panoramic photographs (Years 7 and 11)
Thur 18-Jan 1600-1900 Year 10 Parents' Evening

Mon 29-Jan Year 11 PPE 2 Exams (29 Jan - 09 Feb 2024)

FEBRUARY 2024

Tues 06-Feb 1600 GLC Recruitment Fair

Thur 08-Feb 1600-1900 Year 8 Parents' Evening

Mon 19 February - Fri 23 February - Half Term Holidays

Mon 26-Feb 0815—All Years Start (Years 7-11)

Mon 26-Feb Years 7 - 9 Assessments (26 Feb - 08 March 2024)
Year 10 PPEs (26 Feb - 08 March 2024)

| ** FRIDAY 22 DECEMBER - FRIDAY 05 JANUARY - CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS **

SPRING TERM 2024

Mon [08-Jan

** TRAINING DAY 3 **

Tues [09-Jan

0815 All Years Start (Yrs 7-11)

Z Fri 12-Jan 0800-1200| Panoramic photographs for Years 7 and 11
< Thur [18-Jan 1600-1900] Year 10 Parents’ Evening
== lsat 27-Jan Holocaust Memorial Day
Mon |29-Jan Year 11 PPE 2 Exams (for 2 weeks 29 January - (9 February 2024)

Wishing you and your families a wonderful break
and a heartfelt thanks for your support.

Kind regards,

See more images throughout this issue

At the year-end Christmas assembly, both students and staff enjoyed a light-hearted at-
mosphere filled with laughter and merriment. The event featured amusing competitions,
with one lucky year group earning the reward of a non-school uniform day and a compli-
mentary lunch in the Academy.
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The Autumn term concluded with a spectacular performance featuring a large cast of Gateway Academy students in the produc-

tion of High School Musical. Presented over two nights, the show provided a glimpse into the incredible talent within the Gateway

community. Congratulations to everyone who played a part in making it a success!
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MASTERCLASSES

As part of the strategy to broaden the educational landscape of our more able students at the Gateway Academy, we have held four Master-
classes so far on super-curricular themes to support students’ wider understanding of their subjects. This term there have been over 250 engage-
ments to the classes with more planned for the remainder of this academic year. Students have fed back that they enjoyed learning about themes
they wouldn’t ordinarily have covered in lessons, and that the classes made them think about the connections to their curriculum.

Masterclasses so far have been: “History or His Story? Gender bias in history” (Mrs Shaw), “How are new medicines developed?” (Mr Prince),

“How did the reigns of Elizabeth | and James | influence Shakespeare?” (Mr Mitchell), and “Why don’t we all speak the same language?” (Mr
Zeffie).

Year 7 visit to Hertford College, University of Oxford

Two weeks ago, 27 year 7 students visited the University of Oxford as part of the More Able programme at the Gateway Academy. The pur-
pose of the visit was to find out more about University life, experience the feel of the buildings and enjoy lunch in one of the refectories. Stu-
dents met and spoke to a number of undergraduates, including former Gateway student Andrea Neville, currently in her final year studying
history. Feedback from the visit was overwhelmingly positive with 100% of students saying they would be working hard towards securing a
place at University in the future. Further visits are planned throughout the coming year.

Gateway Times ”/

WELL DONE ALBERT

At the Gateway, we take joy in learning about the exciting endeavours of our
outstanding students beyond the school day. Albert B, a proud member of
the Sea Cadets, stands out as an exceptional young man who consistently
pushes himself. Well done, Albert!
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

This year's Christmas Dinner was a resounding success as students savoured
a complete festive meal with all the trimmings, indulged in karaoke and mu-
sic, and had a jolly time in their festive Christmas jumpers.
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YEAR GROUP NEWS... J«
Mrs A Dixon ‘

Year 11 has had a fantastic half term, and the students have been working well. The two 10-hour art and photography exams went well, with all students working hard to secure the best grade possible. Our termly awards ceremo-
ny was a huge success, with many students winning awards for their progress and attainment. We are so proud of all the Year 11 students and cannot wait to see what they can achieve next term. Their next round of PPEs begins on
January 29th and runs for two weeks, so please encourage all students to keep revising and attending ALPs when we return.

We had our first Year 11 event where students got to take part in a revision session, a goal-setting session, and heard from some of our past students regarding life at sixth form/college. They also gave the Year 11 pupils some ad-
vice and tips in the lead-up to their exams, which was great to hear.

We look forward to welcoming all the students back in January, where we have more exciting events and assemblies planned to inspire, encourage, and motivate them for their final few months here at the academy.
We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Year 11 Team

Mrs L Bruce

What a way to end the calendar year and your first term as an Academy student! We had the pleasure of inviting 50 students to the Rollacity rewards trip last week. Additionally, we were fortunate to take 45 students to see 'Jack and the Beanstalk' at
Thameside Theatre in Grays. The performance left us all in stitches, especially when the students were playfully sprayed with water pistols!

Our students have completed their first round of termly assessments, and the results were shared and discussed during the parent’s evening. We appreciate the excellent turnout and continue to thank you for your support.
Several of our students were actively involved in the school production of 'High School Musical.' A huge congratulations to them all.

Finally, over the last couple of weeks, we've had the pleasure of rewarding numerous students: 20 were recognized as Tutee of the Term, Annabelle T received the Lead Coach Student of the Term award, our winning tutor group was 7J; over 30 academ-
ic awards were presented to students for their progress and attainment in the most recent assessments; a good number of year 7s took home prizes from the prize draw on the last day, and our Student of the Term was awarded to Emily S. Wow!

| would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas, and | look forward to seeing you again in 2024.

Best wishes,

Mrs. Bruce
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MORE NEWS....

Mr M Scott

Year 8 has demonstrated a genuine drive and belief in their abilities, evident in their approach to the last round of assessments with determination. We've observed a significant improvement in scores across the board. The demand
for after-school support from some students is a true testament to the aspirations and resilience of the year group in their learning journey. In each subject area, rewards were given to acknowledge the top performers for both attain-
ment and progress. We are proud of each and every one of them.

Attendance has remained consistently strong, with Year 8 students at the Gateway Academy surpassing the national average and outperforming other schools in our county. This highlights the students' passion for learning and the
joy they experience at the Gateway Academy.

Reward points have continued to rise, resulting in the following totals for Year 8 tutor groups in a closely contested competition. In third place were 8B, in second place 8F, and taking the top spot were the mercurial 8A. Congratula-
tions to all, as this was the closest round we have witnessed since joining the Gateway Academy.

While it has been a challenging term for Year 8, they have navigated it expertly and are growing into wonderful individuals who challenge themselves, care for those around them, and aspire to achieve great things in their futures.

We concluded the term with our amazing whole-school assembly, a unique experience that acknowledges achievements made across the entire school in attendance, attainment, and progress. Year 8 was unlucky to be narrowly
edged out by Year 11, who ended the term as champions, but we are determined to compete again in the new year and claim the trophy as ours!
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Cheap eats during the
Christmas holidays

Asda Kids eat for £1all day
at Asda Cafés, with no adult
spend required.

In response to student feedback we have created a team of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors who are working on several different
projects. They have created a new way to report bullying and from this any student who reports a problem are mentored and
supported. They have taken part in assemblies and raised awareness during Anti-Bullying Week. There other project is to make
sure that all students have a place to be during break and lunch, ensuring that no one sits alone. They have been trained by the
Diana Award and are now hoping to branch out into our GLC schools to work with a wider group of students.

Ikea Kids eat from 95p in lkea
restaurants. Available every day
from T1lam.

Morrisons Kids eat free when
an adult spends £4.49 or more
on a meal.

Sainsbury’s Kids eat for £1 with
the purchase of an adult hot
meal from the café, from
11.30am every day.
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YEAR GROUP NEWS CONTD...

The Compassion team wanted to share the joy that is felt from The Gateway Academy Giving tree and so have
organised to raise money by selling candy canes to the students to gift to someone else. The money from the can-

dy canes has been used to buy gifts for students at The Gateway Primary Free School.
Megan B in Year 10 organised a wonderful coffee morning for members of the community, GLC staff to raise

awareness of Alzheimer’s. She did a fantastic job raising over £136 for Alzheimer’s UK .
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Students and staff have been making Christmas stockings that can be delivered to homeless people. Items such as socks, hats,
food and toiletries have been donated across the whole Academy. Each tutor group was given a small stocking to fill and stu-
dent leadership have been encouraging tutor groups to support this cause. Some tutor groups committed so much that they

needed a whole sack instead of a stocking. All donations will be delivered to shelters in Thurrock and Basildon ready for Christ-
mas.

The dedicated staff at the Gateway and throughout the GLC provided support to families and stu-
dents by distributing hampers and presents this year, ensuring that all students had a delightful
Christmas. Thank you to Ms Newton and Ms Jeffrey for organising.
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'EVEN MORE NEWS....

Empowering Parents
Empowering Communities

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 11-16

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
The Den is an informal virtual hangout for young people aged
11-16 providing an opportunity for young people to share
their experiences and work together to improve services for
young people with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities, living or attending education in Thurrock.

snapchat is an instant messaging app which aliowsusers to send imoges, videos ond texts to
people in their friends list. One of $napchat’s unique fectures is that pictures and messages
‘disoppear’ 24 houts clter they've baen viewed; however, this content ian't as tamporary as many

belleve - with some users saving screenshots or using another device to take a photo of thelr Meeting via MS Teams from S_30pm on the fo|10w|ng date:

screen. This year, Snapchat added "My Al': a customisable Chatbot with which people can chat and 8 ' m\lp Leader
Wednesday 13" December 2023 bt Vb ey ) s Sponas

share fBcrets, as well a3 asking for odvice and Tuggestions of places to visit
Starting 16" January 2024 9.30am-2.30pm

ARTIFICIAL

(Term time only)

You can join ‘The Den’ and participate in regular online Exmpmamrirg Pasarts, Empwaing Cormmonties FEFEC) © & Summutold. popate. witge pavriing appveseh
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https://forms.office.com/e/xECduSuESA e Lo S

Thurrock Children’s Services " Comr experrce it wl bk you 1AM yor st
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NHS

Essex Partnership University
NHS Fowndation Trust

FLU VAGCINE
CATCH-UP GLINICS

Time is running out to vaccinate your child with
this season’s flu nasal spray*.
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Fun filled sessions

At Stifford Family Hub

A fun affer school aclivity for chilkdren and thelr parents/carers.
Use and develop your number sidis fo create a fun exclting gift
for a loved one this Christmas.

*Sultable for 2 - 11 year olds*
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TURN OFF QUICK ADD CHOOSE GOOD CONNECTIONS DISCUSS Al
Aind aoch other on the opp. TRIS © /‘J & new sotety Teature: upers can a the Imireasion that ks @ rect person s

tunction works based on mutual now receive notifications remindi essentiol that young people remember this
friends or whether somecne’s them of the u:'poc!m:o of meintaining & certainty isn't the case. Encour (YW' chida © ,

The flu vaccine reduces the risk of serious illness
and will top up their protection even If they've
been vaccinated before.

Drop into one of our Essex catch-up dinics for

numboer s In Youv child’s contocts list. Explain connections with people they actuall to think critically about My Al's repl
primary and secondary aged children:

o 1o
to your child that this could potentially make know well, as o od 0 strangers. This thelr guestions: are they accurate and - /
their profile visible to strangers. We recommeand Friend Check Up’ encourages users to Remind them {hot My Al shouldn't
that your child turns off Quick Add, which con delete connections with users that th place chatting with their redl friends, and
s rorely communicate with, to maintain their that It's always better 1o talk to an actual
enline solety and privecy. person in relotion to medicol matters

Envol now - Call 01375 372476 | visit www.locc.oc,uk D

READY STEADY

done In the settings (occessed via the cog ioo
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16 December, 10am - 2pm
Thurrock Hospital {Thameside House), Thurrock.

CHAT ABOUT CONTENT KEEP ACCOUNTS PRINATE BE READY TO BLOCK AND REPORT

1 may feel fike an owkword conversation Profiles are private by defoult, but children If @ stranger does connect with your chisd y

21 December, 10am - 2pm
The Hermit Youth Centre, Shenfield Rd, Brentwood
CM15 8AG.

(Pleas= note no parking available on ste Please park at
Brentwood Sansbury’s and walk to the Youth Centre).

(ond one that young people con be may make them pubsic to gain more on Snopchat and ins to make them
reluctont to have) but it's ont to talk followers. Snap Stores are visibie to everyons feel uncomiortadle through bullying,
openly and nen-judgementally about l.lﬂnﬂ chid adds, unless they cha: the sett! 5 pressure to send explicit imoges or by

Remind your child thot once scmething's online, n SnopMaps, their location Is m:s- s L undlng:uuol images to themn, your child

the creator loses contral over where it ends up - Mode is enabled (ogain vio sattings). It's satest not con s

and who else sees It Likewise, it's vital thot to add r ohild doesn't kivow in real Iife - peofile and report or block them. There are
chlidren understand thot some chollenges which m‘o since the addition of My Places, which thons to stote why they're reporting thet user
become rogulov on the platform may have ol other Snapchat users 1o see where your child ?gnnoym; or mallcious me 08, Spam, or
potentially harmtul consequences. reguicrly visits and checks in. masquerading as someone eise, for example)

t the three dots on that on's

No booking required.

Meet Our Expert (/\) National Just walk in. {7
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= — .= HWa keUpWednesdaH / Code: MULTIPENY2 .
rdurgeupy PhthfiERean \ — - If you Gre not @ member of the Fomiy Hubs,
' anatonkinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety d @national_onkne_safety ‘\ /‘ M’[l:;“;l)'"rz‘::::“mif.ic’f::;:\cmo

Usars of this guide do 82 o thedr own dlacretion. No labiity Is entered into. Curment a4 of the date of relecss: 17 06,2023
PIN code to ervol

LThurrock

Inspieing fulures through Melong leaming | Book online www.tacc.ac.uk

Do you know how to
report content?

If you see something that's not following Instagram’s Community
Guidelines (ex nudity or self-harm]), you can report a photo or video
right from the Instagram app or when you see it on instagram.com
lap (iPhone & Windows Phone) or [ (Android) below the post
Tap Report Inappropriate
Select why you're reporting the post
If you want to report someone that is impersonating you or someone
you know, you can do that right from the Instagram app
Go to their profile by finding them in your followers list or by
searchning for their rame or username

lap their username to open their profile and then tap (i05)

and [l (Android)

Tap Report Inappropriate

Select “l believe this account violates Instagram’s community
guidelines™ to report an account
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