FIND OUT WHAT OUR YEAR
GROUPS HAVE BEEN UP TO...

\. Read on Page e

Monday, May 30 2022 - Tilbury | Chadwell St Mary Bringing the most up to date Gateway News fortnightly For more interesting articles go to http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/

WELCOME PEARSON SILVER AWARD WINNER - PRESS RELEASE

A m e S S a g e fro m t h e INSPIRATIONAL GRAYS HEADTEACHER HONOURED IN PRESTIGIOUS UK CELEBRATION OF TEACHING
H ea d Of SChOOl Mrs G McLaughlin

“ t has been a tremendous start to ~ will be receiving laptops in September
the summer term for our stu- 2022. to support them in their studies. If
dents at The Gateway Academy. The you think there is any other way the
students are really enjoying Academy Academy can support your child’s edu-
life and this is reflected in the wonder-  cation, please do not hesitate to contact
ful learning happening across the their Progress Leader.
Academy, the participation in extra-
curricular activities and the wonderful
events such as the Dance Show.

Gaten

The Queens Platinum J

Have a wonderful half term break and

we look forward to seeing all of our stu- The Gateway Academy Headteacher wins Silver Award for Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School
dents back on Monday 06 June 2022.
Just a reminder that with effect from Grainne McLaughlin honoured on national Thank a Teacher Day as the country celebrates the people who make our
Monday 04 July 2022, students will no _ schools so special
longer be permitted to use their mobile Thank you for your continued support.
phones beyond the Courtyard Gates. On the 26 May, Grainne McLaughlin, Headteacher at The Gateway Academy has been named as one of 80 Pearson National

Teaching Award Silver Award winners across the country. Grainne is honoured with a Silver Award in the Award for

Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School for her outstanding commitment to changing the lives of the children they
Whilst writing, it gives me great pleas- work with every day.

ure to advise that all students. CL_/Q_, .
;.,;ﬂ - , Since Joining The Gateway Academy in 2015, Grainne has been a force for change within both the school and the local com-

munity. Although students at the Gateway Academy often join us at a level lower than national average, and despite a
higher level of deprivation in the area, Grainne never uses this as an excuse for our students not to excel. More students
than ever are moving onto exceptional further and higher education providers such as Russell Group Universities and
Cambridge. One student worked their way to a full scholarship at a private school for sixth form.

Yours sincerely

Since Joining The Gateway Academy in 2015, Grainne has been a force for change within both the school and the local community. Although students at the Gateway Academy often join us at a level lower than
national average, and despite a higher level of deprivation in the area, Grainne never uses this as an excuse for our students not to excel. More students than ever are moving onto exceptional further and higher
education providers such as Russell Group Universities and Cambridge. One student worked their way to a full scholarship at a private school for sixth form.

Staff wellbeing is always a priority for Grainne, and she ensures that the school is staffed with the highest quality teachers. In addition to consistently working alongside the community, Grainne's commitment to
hiring expert teachers and creating a positive and ambitious school ethos has ensured the school is now oversubscribed with a waiting list in Year 7. With determination and a sincere passion for the students,
Grainne is changing the lives of both students and their families across Thurrock.

As a Silver Award winner, Grainne has now been shortlisted to win one of just 16 Gold Awards later in the year. These once in a lifetime achievements will be broadcast on the BBC’s The One Show as part of a
week-long celebration of teaching, which sees famous faces honour award winners every night in the run up to the ceremony. This is a fantastic opportunity to celebrate the exceptional school staff who have
worked wonders to bring together their local communities despite the challenges of the past few years.

The Silver Award winners are being honoured as part of the wider celebrations for national “Thank a Teacher Day’, bringing together everyone across the country to celebrate the schools and colleges at the heart
of our communities.

The Pearson National Teaching Awards is an annual celebration of excellence in education, founded in 1998 by Lord Puttnam to recognise the life-changing impact an inspirational teacher can have on the lives of
the young people they work with. This year marks its 23 year of celebrating our school teaching staff across the UK.

Paul Matthias, National Director at Hays Education, said:
“Working in placing thousands of education professionals across the country — we know that the right school leader is essential to the success of a school and the wellbeing of its students. Grainne McLaughlin has
received one of the highest accolades a head can receive, and it’s obvious from the feedback how much she deserves it”

Sharon Hague, Managing Director of Schools at Pearson UK, said:
“Congratulations to today’s Silver Award winners on their incredible achievement, they should all feel very proud of themselves. And thank you to all the incredible educators and support staff across this coun-
try who really do make our schools and colleges so special. I am delighted that we can take this opportunity to say how much we appreciate all that you do for us.”

Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi said:
“Congratulations to Grainne McLaughlin on this incredible achievement, and for the hard work and dedication which led up to it. Winning this award is impressive, well-deserved and shows Grainne’s commit-
ment to helping students achieve their full potential.”

Michael Morpurgo, celebrated author and former Children’s Laureate, and President of the Teaching Awards Trust, said:
“For so many of us, it was someone at school who changed our lives, was at our side through hard and difficult times, who lifted us up when we were down, helped us find our voice, gave us confidence when we

needed it most, and set us on a path that we have followed ever since.

“No matter who we are, school has touched our lives and played a central role in our childhoods. School is about so much more than learning, and we see that now more than ever before. Schools really are the
beating heart of our communities. Every person that cares for our children in schools should be celebrated loud and clear on Thank A Teacher Day 2022.”

A Huge Congratulations from everyone at The Gateway! More information can be read on the following site: https://www.teachingawards.com/
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https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/grays-head-wins-silver-award-for-headteacher-of-the-year-in-a-secondary-school/
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SPORTING SUCCESS

MORE NEWS

What an amazing couple of weeks we have had in Year 8 supporting ‘Mental Health’. A group of our year 8 student leadership team took on
the role of bakers!! They all spent an afternoon baking cakes and cheesecakes to sell to raise awareness for Mental Health and to also raise
money to support Mental Health across the country. Well done guys, you did a fab job!!!!

Well done to Sam A who won bronze in hurdles. And Sean P
who won bronze in triple jump.

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS/ CARERS EVENT

On Tuesday 17t May, over 200 members of our community
attended an event to support families in the lead up to the Sum-
mer Term Assessment process. Mrs Kitsiou began by sharing
Top 10 tips on how to support your child at home. Mrs Bryant
then spoke about how to support your child’s mental health and
wellbeing during the assessment period. Ms Ali spoke directly to
the students and shared a range of revision strategies. Head boy,
Junior and Head girl Hannah shared revision strategies and what
works for them at home currently as Yr. 11 students are complet-
ing final exams now and the event was finalised with Mrs
Steenkamps motivational speech. The crowd left having enjoyed
hearing about the tips and strategies (and they enjoyed the
food).

Assessment Week is approaching ! - Year 8 assessment week — 27« June — 1 July 2022

This is a week where all students will be involved in assessments across all subject areas. This is hugely important for Year 8 to gage where
they are currently working and also helps their new teachers when they start to pick up their new option subjects! Please support with your
child’s revision and encourage as much revision as possible. All support work will be given to the students via their teachers and will be shared
on their Google classroom as well as revision strategies and support with assessments being discussed during their tutor time. Good luck Year
8!!

YEAR 10 Mrs L Bruce

What a week to return on..... I am back as progress leader for year 10 following some time off for maternity leave and I am excited to return to see
all our students, some have grown taller, changed hair colour and some new faces of those who have joined the Academy while I wasn’t here, I
am trying to get around to meet you all. Firstly I would like to thank Mr Concannon for stepping in to the role of progress leader while I was
away, the students have been so positive about you and I know some strong relationships have been built.

Whilst observing lessons in my first week back, there has been some lovely work. Students are really engaged and showing great enthusiasm for their learning.
Some exciting learning going on in Science where they have been dissecting a heart to learn about the effects of coronary heart disease. Year 10s have made a bril-
liant start to the brilliant tutoring programme. 42 year 10 students complete one hour online tutoring sessions in English & Biology on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Thank you to Mrs Monyei for all your hard work in this initiative. The year 10 dancers performed magnificently at the recent dance show; well done to Ms Mead,
Mrs Thomas & Ms Dixon for all your hard work. Well done to Maisey Emmens on winning the student of the week award; Maisey teaches dance to primary school
students every week which personifies the GLC values. All year 10s are busy revising for the upcoming summer exam series which begins on Monday 20t June

2022.

Finally, student of the week this week goes to Maisy Emmens- congratulations !!.

YEAR 9 Mr N Concannon DR R

Mrs Steenkamp has been appointed as the
SENCo and started her position on Monday
the 23rd May.

Mr Concannon is now the Progress Leader

for Year 9 and can be contacted via email

nigel.concannon@theglc.org.uk.

This half term our Year 9s were busy with
various workshops. In Music, our students
enjoyed sessions with a D] company who
showed them how to work on an enlarged
keyboard and producing music using various

functions.

We had our awards evening and students
enjoyed their chosen film, ‘Godzilla King of

Kings’, students were invited to this evening

#WE WILL

Fantastic day on Thursday for the #IWill project with some
of our Yr8's & 9’s as well as Y15 students from both Her-
ringham and Pioneer. Jess Cassettari worked with the stu-

by tutors based on their positive points.
Thank you to all students for attending this

evening.

Our Year 9s have been enjoying the lovely
dents during the day to create some of these beautiful piec-
es of art based on the theme “All different, All equal’.

weather and we have been learning new

skills such as Chess.
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VACANCIES

Working with us across the GLC

Information of current Vacancies can be found here:

http://www.theglc.org.uk/189/joining-our-team

GRATTITUDE

Students have been working tirelessly to implement Grati-

tude projects across the Academies tutor groups.

The Gratitude Projects are doing really well and most tutor
groups have completed their research for their respective
project. The Year 8s have various projects planned:

8A: Slip ‘n’ slide charity event for Cancer Research

8B: Face Paint activity

8C: Glow in the dark for Thurrock Foodbank donations
8D: Cake sale for Thurrock Mind

8F: Raising money for the Ukraine war effort, to supply
funds for critical medical care and food for those in need.
Students will be building wood birdhouses, as well as wish

bracelets and friendship bracelets to sell.

8H: Water fight to raise money for Mental Health
The year 9 projects include:

9A - Teacher appreciate day

9B - 7/8 Football game

9C — Supporting Senior citizens

9D — Cultural appreciate day fundraiser

9E — Ukraine Appeal fundraising

9F — Toys — Please donate any toys to reception
9G — Crisp packet blankets

9H - Mental Health day Fundraising

- GLC Gateway Academy
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SAFEGUARDING NEWS—PARENTAL GUIDES
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YEAR 11
Miss A Dixon

Year 11 prom shop now open.

Students can book appointments to try items on. It will

e be a renting system where by students can rent the

things they want but must return them by July 8. This
is for both boys and girls so please encourage your son/
daughter to book an appointment.

Half term exam revision timetable.

Below are the sessions that are available for all year 11
students during half term.

Exam revision plan for all students
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http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/uploads/
asset file/3 1353 year-11-exam-revision-plan-may-

2022.pdf
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Year 11 key dates
Final exam - Thursday 23
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Shirt signing — Thursday 23+ June
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PE NEWS

Our Year 8 and 9 students participated in District Athletics recently and we had some wonderful results throughout the
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES

The Gateway Academy has appointed two SENCos to their team: Mrs U Steenkamp and Ms N Cox.
Please feel free to contact ute.steenkamp@theglc.org.uk for any information regarding SEND. If
your child has additional needs one of the team will be in touch within the coming weeks.

The new SEND TEAM:

day. Any students finishing in the top 8 for their event compiled points towards the boy’s and girl’s results individually
which in turn added together create our overall team score for the day.

Girls track events had 6 out of a possible 10 top 8 finishes

Girls field events had 4 out of a possible 10 top 8 finishes

e Boys track events had 9 out of a possible 12 top 8 finishes

Boys field events had 11 out of a possible 14 top 8 finishes

Image from our

Mrs Hunt—Assistant Principal Miss Cox—SENCO

Mrs SteenKamp —SENCO Staff left to right:

Parent

Mrs Archer; Miss Stand-out individual results on the day were: )
Partnership

Balmer; Mrs To-

bin; Miss Clarke- ¢ S Armstrong — Hurdles Bronze Medal event

irons; Miss Cox,;

Miss Lee: Mrs e S Pachuki - Triple Jump Bronze Medal

Brenchley; Mrs

Earey; Miss Fench e D Bobrovskij — 800m Gold Medal

DRAMA— TO BE OR NOT TO BE......

Congratulations to Yr. 8 who are currently exploring non-verbal communication in Perfor-
mance and Confidence. The standard of the work has been stunning and of GCSE standard.

e M Mulumba - 100m Gold Medal

All of these results combined meant the Girls team finished in 4+ place, the boys team finished in 2nd place and overall
the Academy finished 2nd in the District. An incredible result for all of the students involved.
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