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s we approach the exam season 

for our Year 11 students and 

also end of year examinations for all 

year groups, it is a vital time for stu-

dents to study and understand the im-

portance of doing their very 

best.  Could you please encourage 

your child, over the coming weeks, to 

put as much effort into their school 

work and to ensure they review at 

home also.  

It continues to be a really exciting term 

for all involved at The Gateway Acad-

emy, with many wonderful things 

happening, including outstanding les-

sons, the Year 11 -vs- Staff charity foot-

ball  

match, the Dance Show, the many 

trips and the beginning of the 

GCSE Examinations.  

I am delighted that we are over-

staffed for next academic year 

which will really support us in 

ensuring your child continues to 

excel at the Academy.  A massive 

good luck to the Year 11 students 

in the coming weeks; we are in-

credibly proud of you all.  

A message from the  
Head of School Mrs G McLaughlin 

WELCOME 

FIND OUT WHAT OUR YEAR 
GROUPS HAVE BEEN UP TO...  
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The Parental Calendar for 2021-2022, (http://www.theglc-

gatewayacademy.org.uk/56/announcements/announcement/193/

announcement)  as well as other valuable information. 

A 

For further information about teaching and development 

across the GLC, please see  www.glcteaching.co.uk 

GLC Teaching and Development 
Website 

 

YEAR 8  BIKE PROJECT JACK PETCHEY IS BACK 

 

PE KIT 

MACBETH 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

 

 

Our Year 9s received a glowing report from the 

Respect Project: 

“We had a fantastic week in South Wales, all the young people com-

pleted every challenge asked of them and they were a pleasure to be 

with throughout the week. They really were a credit to themselves, 

their families and the school” - Keith Cranmer 

As part of the Thurrock Trailblazer programme, 

Year 10 and Year 9 students enjoyed a great per-

formance of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ from the 

Rendered Retina Theatre Company. It was a fan-

tastic opportunity to see an interpretation of the 

play that took students through the key moments 

of the text – all accompanied by some entertaining 

song and dance! A group of Year 9 students were 

then involved in a drama-based workshop after 

the performance, and delved into the characters of 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth with the actors from 

the company. Well done to those that were in-

volved!  

NEED SUPPORT? 

Friday the 29th April saw the return of the Jack 

Petchey Foundation to The Gateway Academy. 

Year 10 students were privileged to participate in 

a professional workshop presentation by an ex-

perienced coach who, for the whole day, kept the 

students actively engaged and entertained.  

The diverse nature of the group made the experi-

ence even more special. We got to hear each stu-

dent’s individual points of view and perspectives 

on a range of issues relevant to our day to day 

lives which many then managed to convert into a 

short presentation. The issues presented on 

ranged from ‘What is wrong with the world?’ to 

‘Why you should be yourself, always!’ It was in-

deed a pleasure to witness many of the students 

go beyond their comfort zones and challenge 

themselves to get up and present in front of unfa-

miliar faces and their peers.  

The quality of delivery was indeed of a very 

high standard, all thanks to the quality training 

delivered by the Jack Petchey coach during the 

course of the day.  

Of note on the day were four students whose 

engagement and confidence in delivery were a 

credit to their resilience and willingness to delve 

into the unknown: Tochukwu Anodo, Sophie 

Kidd, Parteek Saini and Nehimiah Wairia. Each 

one of these students represented The Gateway 

Academy’s ethos of resilience with pride. As 

well as making themselves proud on the day, as 

an added bonus they will have the wonderful 

opportunity to present their talks to their year 

group at a date yet to be finalised.  

About the experience, one student said: ’I rel-

ished the opportunity as it grew my confidence 

greatly.’ This is a testament to the hard work 

that went into the day witnessed by both Mr 

Burton and Mr Paraiwa. We look forward to 

more Jack Petchey wow moments in the future.          

Year 8 students have embarked on a course to 

develop their bike maintenance skills in partner-

ship with Thurrock council. Students are build-

ing skills which will see them be able to service 

and maintain bikes to a near professional stand-

ard. Staff have kindly donated old bikes for the 

projects. On completing the project students will 

take part in cycle proficiency training to help 

build a greater understanding of the skills need-

ed for safe and efficient cycling within the com-

munity. Once fully trained students would love 

to service and sell donated bikes for charity.  

COMPUTER SCIENCE PUZZLE 

The students have been working very hard in preparation for 

their expedition. The students have currently been planning 

their routes for their expedition, as well as learning how to 

read a map and co-ordinates. In addition, students have been 

learning to use a compass to develop their navigation skills. 

All the skills they are developing will be coming into practice 

very soon!. (Pictures on the  right) 

 

RESPECT PROJECT 

Pig pen ciphers have been used since the 18th century to send secret messages. 

Solve this pig pen cipher to reveal a fact about Google. 

 

Please email nathan.jones@theglc.org.uk with your answers  

The Students are working extremely hard to make their 

Gratitude projects become a reality. They will continue 

this project until the end of the year. We have shared 

posters on social media and ask the community and 

learners to support with the following projects: 

•  Mrs Earp’s tutor is making blankets for the homeless 

using crisp bags. You can donate empty crisps bags ei-

ther to Mrs Steenkamp or give it to reception. 

•  Mr K is collecting old toys and refurbishing it for 

‘Christmas in July’ for our local children home and 

Ormiston Hospital. You can donate any toys (mint/

good used condition) to reception or to Mrs Steenkamp. 

 

GRATTITUDE PROJECT 

http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/56/announcements/announcement/193/announcement
http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/56/announcements/announcement/193/announcement
http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/56/announcements/announcement/193/announcement
http://www.glcteaching.co.uk
mailto:nathan.jones@theglc.org.uk
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In 9G we are taking part in the Crisp Packet 

Project. We are collecting as many crisp 

packets as we can. Once we have collected 

them we will send them away to the HQ of 

this project. Once they have been received 

they will be used for a great cause. Every 150 

crisp packets can create a blanket. Not only 

does this help our school environment as it 

isn't littered with as many crisp packets after 

breaks and lunches, the blankets are given to 

the homeless. This project is a great cause so 

if you see the bin for the crisp packets in the 

canteen please put them in it instead of the 

usual bin for your other rubbish.  

 

 

 

YEAR 10 

YEAR 9 cont... 

 

Miss R Mead 

Mrs A Dixon Mrs U Steenkamp 

 

Year 9 attendance continues to improve and 

is currently at 91% with 31 students receiv-

ing their 100% attendance badges. 9D is tak-

ing the lead this term, but we look forward 

to seeing all our students reaching more 

than 95% attendance by the end of this half 

term. Our dancers put on a show stopper 

performance and I was lucky enough to wit-

ness this spectacular event.  Our Year 9s are 

showing progress in their PRIDE and work 

around school – see art work. Our next fo-

cus is on oracy, really projecting voices and 

rising and shining when feeding back to the 

class.  

A few ‘Making the Weathers’, including 

Chloe Swann who participated in Thur-

rock’s ‘Next Top Boss’  

I am extremely proud of the progress our 

Year 9s are making and we look forward to 

seeing the impact of 

this on their grades as 

they work towards the 

end of the year. Thank 

you again to all par-

ents/carers for sup-

porting the Year 9 

team. Please feel free 

to send any extracur-

ricular achievements 

to the Year 9 team 

so we can share 

and celebrate.  

Year 11 students have had an exciting week with 

their language exams and a whole school pro-

duction. Both ran very well and all students that 

were involved should be extremely proud of 

their achievements.    

As a whole year 11s have been amazing and 

working hard in preparation for their final exams 

which start next week.  

We would like to wish all the year 11 students 

the best of luck for the next 6 weeks. 

YEAR 11 

Further information can be found : 

http://www.theglc.org.uk/189/joining-our-team 

Our Year 9 team has been busy doing amaz-

ing things around and outside of school. The 

Year 9s are studying poetry in English and 

looking at World War 1 and the effects of 

shell shock. Two Year 9 English classes were 

lucky enough to 

attend a Mac-

beth workshop 

and thoroughly 

enjoyed it.  

Well done for another great week year 7. Students are working hard to show the school values in their les-

sons and around the Academy.  

This week year 7s have been completing mono-printing in art, cooking burgers in food technology and work-

ing hard for the Gateway Academy dance show.  

A reminder to please make sure you have your laptop with you every day, charged and bring the charger 

with you. 

Thank you for your hard work Year 7. 

Year 10s have been busy completing their CVs and covering letters in anticipation of careers week in July.  

In the past week, there have been some outstanding performances in the GCSE MFL speaking exams;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Allesandro Le Corti and Harleen Kaur (Italian), Stephanie Dos Santos, Moses Puccinelli, Emy Joao and Sara Grecu (Portuguese), Lila Klusek (Polish), Berat Silfikir (Turkish), Savva Ivko (Russian), Zahraa 

Michateem and Sami Mairi (Arabic) and Nota Chrysochoidou (Greek). 

As well as this, Michael Opoku Agyemang is completing his GCSE French a year early; Michael is a very talented linguist and is a real role model student for his peers. Year 10 Dance students really excelled this 

week in the Gateway Academy Dance Show; thank you to Ms Dixon and Miss Mead for facilitating their talent with hard work and dedication.  

Mr N Concannon 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Following on from Alex, who reported in the last issue of the Gateway Times about our concerns regarding plastic pollution, 

the Student Leadership Team are currently working towards leading a recycling campaign here at the Academy. 

Rubbish – it becomes everyone’s problem, right? So, in an attempt to make a positive impact, not only on the environment but 

people’s attitudes towards it, the Student Leadership Team are going to be coming up with ideas and incentives to encourage 

students to dispose of their rubbish in the right way. Our thoughts being: “Where there’s rubbish, there’s rewards!”.                         

There will be more to come, with year group competitions on who can collate 

the most recycling; student rewards, as well as shout outs to those trying to 

make the world a better place! 

Watch this space!    -    The Student Leadership Team 

Students show-
casing their talent 
in this year’s 
Dance show! 

http://www.theglc.org.uk/189/joining-our-team
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Congratulations to all of the Design and Technolo-

gy and Hospitality and Catering students for com-

pleting all of their coursework—it looks amazing 

and shows how much hard work and dedication 

you have put into both subjects; we are as your 

teachers are incredibly proud. Over the last year, 

students have been working on research, design-

ing, planning and producing a range of different 

outcomes.  

Hospitality and Catering students needed to re-

search into a range of different customers and their 

needs, plan a range of dishes and cook two of them; 

the students have done amazingly well. Some of 

the photos of the dishes that the Hospitality and 

Catering students have cooked are below. 

 Design and Technology students needed to research, 

design, develop and make a product that met the exam 

board brief as “outdoor living”. This could be anything 

that links to spending time outdoors; our students 

came up with a range of responses, and here is some of 

the fantastic design work that our students have made: 

 

 

 

STAFF VS STUDENTS FOOTBALL GATEWAY GIRLS FOOTBALL TEAM 

HAMLET 

On Friday 22nd April, Year 7 were given an 

amazing opportunity to watch The National 

Theatre production of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 

To be able to gather together and watch ac-

tors of such high quality perform in our very 

own Ellis Theatre was a joy. The students 

were entertained by the acting and modern 

day references through both dialogue and 

music. Here are some of the reviews Year 7 

students have written about the show:  

‘In my opinion, Hamlet was really good and 

enjoyable to watch. The best bits about the 

play were how they used their facial expres-

sions and how they projected their voices. 

This made it seem more real and enjoyable to 

watch. I also liked how they used music. This 

made it even more entertaining. In total I 

would give it a 4/5 because there were a few 

bits which could have been clearer.’  

By Jaycee Amey 

The Mental Health Ambassadors have been 

working hard all week to prepare for their 

“green” bake sale.  They not only created lots of 

different treats for the students, they also sold 

green products and sprayed students hair green 

to raise awareness for mental health and the sup-

port they can give our students.   

GOING GREEN FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

BREAKFAST CLUB (7.30—8.10am) 

DON’T FORGET: At The Gateway Academy, we offer FREE breakfast for all our students.  This includes a variety of cereals, bagels and  
toast. There is juice every morning and hot chocolate on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday in the winter months.   
 

Feel free to encourage your child to eat breakfast and kick start the day with a nutritious and positive meal. 

‘Watching Hamlet on 22nd of April, was 

an amazing experience. The interactive 

play was a great opportunity for us to get 

a real visual of the play. Involving us 

throughout the play made us elated and 

wanting to see more. The play was very 

entertaining to watch in general. After the 

play finished, we all loved how we had 

the chance to ask questions on the person-

al side of the actors and also how certain 

things worked on stage. Especially that 

the dagger was a real blade! The fact that 

on stage you have to roll with whatever 

happens made me feel inspired in a way. 

It's amazing to see things like this in ac-

tion. We were thankful to have the oppor-

tunity at The Gateway Academy and 

would love to see more.’  

By Mia Broadway  

The Girls football team at The Gateway 

have certainly been making themselves 

known! Currently coached by Mr Kamut-

ero, they are going from strength to 

strength. If anyone else wants to join, you 

will find them training after school every 

Friday. 

High quality art work is being pro-

duced in the Year 9 Art classes: 

YEAR 9 ART WORK 


