
Monday, 19 December 2022  -   Tilbury | Chadwell St Mary               Bringing you the most up to date Gateway News fortnightly For more interesting articles go to http://www.theglc-

Read on Page     4 

want to take this opportunity 

to thank parents/carers, stu-

dents and staff for a brilliant term.  

Sometimes it is nice just to reflect on 

what a great community we have that 

are coming together to make The Gate-

way Academy a terrific place to work 

in every day.  

To work with our students every day 

is an absolute pleasure and I am really 

looking forward to the Spring Term.   

I have been in awe of how many stu-

dents are now taking the lead in events 

across our Academy including Cultur-

al Day, Black History Month, Peer 

Mentoring, Ecowarriors and many, 

many more. 

This was always my aspiration for 

The Gateway Academy that students 

would lead the way and push us to 

‘continue to improve upon our best’; 

ultimately it is our students that de-

termine the Academy we are.  I am 

incredibly proud of them all. 

Wishing you and your family a won-

derful break and a heartfelt thanks 

for your support.  

Kind regards, 

 

Grainne McLaughlin 

HEAD OF SCHOOL 

A message from the  
Head of School Mrs G McLaughlin 
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CULTURE DAY 

 

BUILD A SNOWMAN COMPETITION  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

 

DATE Time  Event 

2nd January  Academy Closed 

3rd January   Academy Closed 

4th January 8.15AM All years start the new term 

12th January  16.00PM Year 7 Parents Evening 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS 

Read more on page 5  

Click Here for the full parental Calendar  

This term the Gateway Academy Arts 

Team has offered a wide variety of 

creative opportunities to students 

across the GLC. Following on from 

last year’s success, Kinetica Bloco are 

now offering drumming and steel 

pan workshops on Tuesday evenings 

open to all GLC students. Earlier this 

month Trailblazer theatre company 

Complete Commedia visited Year 9 

students and extra-curricular clubs 

and peripatetic lessons have been 

running weekly in Dance, Music and 

Art. Our talented Year 11 dance stu-

dents have been developing excellent 

leadership skills teaching a Monday 

afternoon dance club to students 

from the Gateway Primary Free 

School and Lansdowne Primary 

Academy. In drama, Year 9 students 

enjoyed performing to Year 5 and 6 

students from Pioneer, Lansdowne, 

Herringham and The Free School. 

Our Head of Arts, Jenny Hill has this 

week begun the first of the tailored 

clay workshops offered in the Trail-

blazer catalogue to visiting schools 

and Graffiti and sculpture workshops 

are planned for the new year for 

Gateway Art students in years 9-11.  

Whilst all this has been happening, 

behind the scenes, teachers and a 

very dedicated team of Gateway 

students from all year groups have 

been organising costumes, design-

ing lighting, programmes and post-

ers, learning lines and practising 

duets all for our incredible produc-

tion, ‘We Will Rock You!’, the first 

Gateway Academy production in 

over 3 years. A performance of this 

size requires hours of organisation 

and rehearsing from all those in-

volved (over 100 students, teachers 

and staff) and we are extremely 

proud and thankful to all those in-

volved. A massive thank you to all 

those who have attended this week 

and we hope you all enjoyed the 

show as much as we enjoyed mak-

ing it! Extra special thanks go to the 

Finance team, Site Team, Sonia 

Humphries and the reprographics 

Team, Claire Brooks, Louise Smith, 

Billy Lee, Billy Lovelock, Chris Way 

and Alfie Debono.  

CHRISTMAS FUN 
Read more on page 2 & 3 

More fun in the 

snow on Page 2 

Is your child eligible for Free School Meals? 

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/school-meals/free-school-meals 

If you are unsure or require further information or assistance, please do 

not hesitate to contact us: 

Email: Miss O’Dwyer 

siobhan.o’dwyer@theglc.org.uk 

 

 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

http://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/uploads/asset_file/3_1466_parental-cal.pdf
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/school-meals/free-school-meals
mailto:siobhan.o’dwyer@theglc.org.uk?subject=Free%20School%20Meals
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We had over 200 entries from staff and students for the Snowman competition  

1st Place -Alexandra M 

2nd Place – Norvydas R 

3rd Place – Alexandra S-B  

Following the unexpected deluge of snow, students overwhelmed us with images of the fun they were having. We thought we would 

share some of them with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNOWMAN WINNERS 

 

WELL DONE CHARLIE 

Well done to Charlie P in year 10 for completing his FA referee course. At 

the weekend he completed his first Level T (former 9) Trainee and now is 

looking forward Level Y (former 8) Youth 14/15 age referee for the FA. As a 

sports captain for the school and passing his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

award last year, he is also looking forward in doing his Silver award in the 

coming months.  Go Charlie!!! Very Proud! Aspiration Badge on its way! 
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END OF TERM ASSEMBLY!!!! 
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BREAKFAST CLUB (7.30—8.10am) 

Parental Calendar 

The Parental Calendar for 2022-2023, 

http://www.theglc-

gatewayacademy.org.uk/57/parental-

calendar-2022-23 

as well as other valuable information. 

Don’t Forget Our Free Breakfast— 

FOR ALL STUDENTS 

 

Students in Year 9 had the pleasure of a visit 

from the Commedia Theatre Company provid-

ing an enjoyable Drama workshop. 

 

   

We brought it back with a bang! Our Christmas whole school assembly on Friday.. 

The students experienced a Crazy end of term festive assembly, full of prize draws, 

Christmas challenges, performances by our students and a Christmas sing along. Year 

8 were crowned the Challenge winners for the Christmas Assembly!!! 

 

DRAMA WORKSHOP 

 

For more details on these vacancies, 

please visit 

http://www.theglc.org.uk/189/joining-our-team 

WORK FOR US 

http://www.theglc.org.uk/189/joining-our-team
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Jenny Hill worked with Harris Academy Ocken-

don with 25 students and staff for ceramic training 

through Trailblazer.  The day was extremely suc-

cessful and outcomes for the Harris students were 

very strong.  Harris Academy returned to us with 

more students after attending last year, and this is 

one of 5 participating schools in Thurrock that 

have signed up for our course. 

YEAR 7 
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It has been the total pleasure of Myself and Miss Uren 

to support you all during you’re first term with us at 

The Gateway Academy. The overall attitude form you 

all and your drive to get into school has shown no 

bounds. You are a credit to us, you’re families and 

yourselves. Take a moment to think about what you 

have learnt this term, the new friendships you have 

made and the hurdles you may have overcome. You 

have worked tirelessly to get yourselves into School 

and even during the snowy days and icy conditions 

you made it in to School to tackle you’re learning 

head on. I applaud you for this.  

You have all worked so hard. Many of you are now 

proud badge owners and have excelled in embodying 

what it means to be a member of The Gateway Acade-

my. We have a huge number of winners for Resili-

ence, Responsibility, compassion and Aspiration, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was lovely to see so many of you getting 

you’re rewards in assembly today and very 

well deserved they were too. A special mention 

has to go to Abaan Mohammed. Abaan was our 

winner of Student of the term for year 7 due to 

his drive to succeed and the outstanding 

attendance he has achieved.  

While we were robbed in the end of term cele-

bration assembly, I hope it has given you an 

idea of what is to come at Easter. We will go 

again, and we will win. 

 

TRAILBLAZER 

Miss B Mead 

It has been a fantastic first term at the gateway 

Academy for our wonderful year 7’s and each 

and every one of you should be proud of what 

you have achieved and excited about the chal-

lenges that the new year holds.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new 

year.  

 

See you all in January, Mr Scott & Mrs Uren 

YEAR 8 

Mr M Scott 
Year 8’s, what a fantastic first term!!!! It has been wonderful to 

see all of the amazing things you have achieved over the last 13 

weeks.  

This week we held a big Year 8 celebration assembly, where over 

60 students won prizes for their continuous effort, hard work, 

achievements and consistently showing the schools core values. 

It was brilliant to be able to celebrate these students and high-

light the hard work they continuously are putting in. We also 

had 34 year 8 students invited to attend the Christmas rewards 

trip to Thameside Theatre’s pantomime- Beauty and the Beast. 

Students had a fantastic time at this event and we look forward 

to being able to take more for you to our future rewards 

trips. Last week we held our annual Christmas dinner and 

Christmas jumper day, so many students joined in and wore 

their festive jumpers and celebrated all together as a year group 

with Christmas dinner and Karaoke. 

  

In the last week of term we had our whole school production of 

We Will Rock You, watching our students on stage together and 

seeing how confidently the year 8’s performed was just brilliant. 

A massive shout out to Augustine who stepped in last minute 

and took over a main role in the production with such ease and 

confidence with singing, dancing, acting and learning all of his 

lines in just 1 week.  

  

Finally, for the first time in over 3 years we were able to celebrate 

in a Christmas whole school assembly this week. Students were 

invited into the sports hall to celebrate in true Gateway fashion! 

With performances, challenges and lots of prizes won! Year 8 

came first place in the wrapping competition, tied 2nd place in the 

chocolate eating competition and after a very close finish 

2nd place overall, I know during the next big assembly we will be 

going for 1st place! 

  

Keep up the great work year 8. I hope you all have a wonderful 

Christmas and a very happy new year. I will see you all in 2023!!! 

Miss Mead 
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We made it to the end of the term Year 9!!! 

A huge well done to all of you for your efforts with 

your assessments over the past couple of weeks, re-

ports and results will be shared with you all after the 

Christmas break. 

 

I had the pleasure of watching the school production 

of ‘We will Rock you’ this week and was extremely 

proud of all of the year 9’s that took part, the dancers, 

the actors and all of the support that went on back-

stage with lighting, make up, hair and selling and 

promoting the show. 

Special shout outs to the following students whose 

performances were amazing… 

Patricia Avrim 

Eli Cook 

Marjorie Nyani 

Victoria Abbot 

Maddison Cook 

Rosie Dukaj 

And all of the amazing dancers!!!!! 

All that is left for us to say is a massive Merry Christ-

mas. We wish you all the best over the festive period 

and hope that you receive some lovely gifts and make 

some amazing memories with your families and 

friends. 

Merry Christmas Year 9 

All our love 

Mrs Shannon, Miss Chalmers and Ms Dixon x 

 

Mr N Concannon 

 

YEAR 10 

Ms A  Shannon 
First of all, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  

Congratulations to Adrian Golisz on being named the year 10 student of the term. Adrian is a truly 

outstanding student that gives 100% each day and is a shining example of a student that promotes the 

school values.  

Congratulations to Finley Chilvers for winning the Last Man Standing Competition. Jamal Chaloupka 

Kuku & Reece Cox were both runners up. 10C were winners of the 5 a side football competition. In a 

great show of charity, they donated their JD sports vouchers to the Gateway Academy school giving 

tree.  

Dylan Sanham won the player of the tournament. Dylan is an exceptional footballer and an excellent 

all round student. A shout out also should go to Vitys Cesnys who donated £10 to the Gateway Acad-

emy Giving Tree.  Finley Chilvers, Frankie Flanders, Reja Radvilaviciute & Bailey Burgess Gaxha all 

won footballs. Next half term the year 10 students will take part in a basketball competition. This will 

be a fundraiser for a local charity.  

The year 10 reward tip to Rollacity will be rescheduled for January 2023. A massive well done to eve-

ryone involved in the We Will Rock You production. Dione Edwards and Gabriel Harding put in out-

standing performances. They both have very bright futures in performing arts.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and we will see you in the new year 

Mr Concannon & Mrs Davis 
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EVEN MORE NEWS…. 

 

.  

“What an amazing day”….. Students from the Acade-

my’s Leadership team organised a Culture Day.  

Supported by staff, the day celebrated the range of 

students’ and staff’s different cultures across the 

Academy.  

There were traditional foods from countries in Africa, 

Romania and Ireland served as well as many other 

cuisines.  Students wore traditional dress to School 

and they looked absolutely amazing. 

PSHE land PAD lessons focused on Culture Day and 

traditional music played in the Canteen. 

It was such a pleasure to talk with students across the 

Academy about their traditions and family cultures. 

Students are already planning a second Culture Day 

for this Academic year; thank you to everyone in-

volved. 
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ONE COMMUNITY NEWS…. 

GATEWAYS CHRITSMAS GIVIING TREE 


