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Come and enjoy yourself at the ‘Val
entine’s
Pamper Event’.
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entary
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entry
into the pamper raffle with fabulous
prizes to be won.
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FAMILY FUN

FOR ALL THE
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Booking office: Tel: 01375 489034

Thursday 21st March
Doors open at 7:00p.m.

Email: ellistheatre@theglc.org.uk
Ellis Theatre, The Gateway Academy,

Marshfoot Road, Grays Essex RM16 4LU

Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
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ADULT £4 / CHILD £2 PER SESS
CLIMBING WALL:

4.30-5.30pm u18’s.

for more information).
(Private bookings- Please ring
bership offer available).
(Mem
18’s
4.30-9pm Over

FITNESS SUITE:
0pm
ART MASTERCLASS: 2.30-4.3
0pm
-5.3
4.30
’s:
STREETDANCE u16
-6pm
4.30
B:
CLU
COOKING
5.30-6.30pm 11 yrs and over.
GIRL’S RUGBY:
6.30-7.30pm (Separate charges apply).
JU-JITSU:
BADMINTON & TABLE TENNIS
AVAILABLE 4.30-8PM

HIRE

T: 01375 489031 / 489014
www.theglc.org.uk
E: extendedprovision@theglc.org.uk
Rd
The Gateway Academy, Marshfoot
Grays, RM16 4LU.

A warm welcome to the newly
formed Gateway Learning
Community
Page 8

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the 4th edition of the new Community Voice
in this festive season! This is once again the Community Voice
bringing you the news of The Gateway Learning Community, the
newly formed coalition of The Gateway Academy, The Gateway
Primary Free School, Lansdowne Academy and Herringham
The all new Gateway Primary Free
Academy.
School officially open!
With the new school year, we now have new members and
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have lost some of the old, but we will still bring you the news
from the local area of Tilbury and Chadwell-St-Mary. This
The Gateway Academy support the
year, we have the pleasure of receiving articles from the
national Anti-Bullying campaign
now linked primary schools so this truly has become a
community magazine.
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With the world about to enter
a new year, the Community
A new year for Herringham Primary
Voice is moving forward
Academy
with it! However, as
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always,
we
cannot
write articles without
Lansdowne Academy brings fun to
stories so if you have
staff and students
any stories you feel we
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should be including in the March issue, please email
us at communityvoice@theglc.org.uk .
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Every Tuesday
Start: 4.30pm

Your Community News!
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For more information:
Call - 01375 489031 / 01375 489014
Email - ellistheatre@theglc.org.uk
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‘Theatre Is’ Amazing!

Ben Darby,Shane Prime, James Henderson,

Braedie Atkins, Paige Phillip & Leona Phillip.
The Community Voice Editorial Team
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‘Theatre Is’ amazing!

Multiculturalism
Multicultural Britain is the way
forward, is a huge part of our lives and
will be for the generations that follow
– in Thurrock especially! However
some might not take the happy-golucky approach to people that appear
different to them. Children can be
influenced by their families to have
biased opinions of different cultures,
resulting in bullying.
Despite young people enjoying their
education, most children are selfconscious as to whether they ‘fit
in’ or not, and wonder if they will be
bullied...
Bullying is a massive issue across
education in the United Kingdom.
Statistics show that 69% of young
people are being bullied and 85%
of young people have witnessed
bullying. However 82% of those are
bystanders and choose to intervene.
This data was sourced from the
National Bullying Survey 2006.
Although this data seems reliable,
most children keep their bullying
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experiences hidden behind closed
doors.
There are some extreme incidents
of bullying. Take Amanda Todd for
example: she recently committed
suicide after experiencing cyber
bullying. Bullying can affect
young
people’s
confidence
and self-esteem, proving that
bullying is very powerful and
should be brought to a halt.
In conclusion, cultures are
often stereotyped nowadays
and, from these stereotypes,
bullying of young people in
different cultures develops.
This is a massive issue within
the United Kingdom that
could be resolved to a large
extent. We must work to
ensure that bullying is eradicated
for good!
By Braedie Atkins

By Braedie A
tkins

is the way forward!

Theatre Is is a scheme
which
specialises
in
children broadening their
participation in the arts
within the East of England.
Their main aims are to
listen and consult young
people on future practice
and encourage social
enterprise in developing the
next generation of artists.
Theatre Is is involved in many projects,
performances and festivals such as
Totally Tilbury. This particular project
was designed to promote the fact that
Tilbury is a very multicultural, diverse
and exciting place.
Totally Tilbury’s concept was to design
a number of themed rooms to represent
different eras and factors of Tilbury.
The Gateway Academy was involved
in promoting the purpose of Theatre
Is as some of the past performances
were shown at the school and were
performed by students.

There is a wide range of talented and
passionate artists who take the time
to teach and mentor those who get
involved. One such talent is Sunanda
Biswas who choreographed a segment
within the opening ceremony of the
2012 Olympics. Another artist, Charlie
Morley, wrote a spoken-word piece on
what Theatre Is represents:
“The loss of innocence seems to be
accompanied by a loss of imagination,
a sedation of the senses and creative
starvation, I feel their frustration, but I
also feel their weakness of mind, coz
passive apathy only thrives where it’s
allowed to survive.”
His words bring to light the fact that so
many of our young people lose their
childhood overnight due to the society
that they grow up in. However, Theatre
Is is a place where young people can
harness their creativity and originality,
without the pressure of having to ‘fit in’.
Theatre Is provides young people with
the chance to express themselves
through the arts, whilst also building
skills and talents that they will utilise in
the future.
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By Paige Philip

Christmas
The largest religion in the world,
Christianity, is mainly focused on the life
and teachings of the Son of God, Jesus
Christ. The holy book, the Bible, is divided
into the Old Testament and the New
Testament, focusing on how Jesus was
sent to restore the broken relationship
between the people and
God.

Thurrock, the nation’s home of diversity, welcomes everyone regardless of their religious
background. As winter approaches we will all be celebrating in very different ways. This time
of year offers us a chance to discover and appreciate the ways in which different cultures and
religions celebrate as opposed to our own culture. This year, The Community Voice looks at
the celebrations of Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism and Judaism. These very different winter
celebrations will all be taking place around Thurrock within the next few weeks. How will you be
celebrating this winter?

Hanukkah
Judaism is the original religion of the three
Abrahamic faiths - including Christianity
and Islam. Originating over 3500 years
ago in the Middle East, Jews celebrate
Hanukkah as their winter festival.
Hanukkah (also known as Chanukah)
is the Jewish Festival of Lights, dating
back 2000 years before the beginning of
Christianity. This festival is celebrated in
either November or December depending
on the week (8th - 16th December 2012).
Hanukkah is celebrated by lighting a candle
each day at sundown. The candle is lit in
an eight-stemmed candelabrum, known as

the Hanukiah. The Hanukiah symbolises
how God looked after the Jews in the
difficult time of the great miracle. Another
way this Jewish festival is celebrated is
through the method of games. The most
common game that is played during the
festival involves a dreidel and is a unique
way to enable children to remember the
great miracle.
What is the great miracle?
The great miracle is the rebellion of Jews to
worship Greek gods such
as Antiochus - a statue
of Antiochus was placed
inside the Jewish temple.

The largest winter festival
of all is the celebration of
Jesus’ birth, Christmas.
The
celebration
of
Christmas is started on
the Sunday nearest to
the 30th

November. Advent is celebrated every
Sunday from here to Christmas Day itself.
The celebration of Christmas begins with
churches having an advent wreath with
five candles to light on the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas Day, and the final
candle is lit on Christmas Day itself, the
25th December. Nativity plays and carol
singing services also occur on the lead
up to Christmas Day.
The celebrations of Christmas Day begin
with a midnight church service - midnight
mass. The celebrations also include the
giving and receiving of cards and gifts
to remind Christians of the gift of Jesus
himself, the son of God.

Makar Sankranti
Hinduism, the world’s third largest
religion, believes in a supreme God,
Brahman. Hindus believe that life is only
a cycle of birth, death and rebirth which
is in the control of Karma. The law of
Karma states that every action will have
an effect, meaning that there is a cause
for everything that happens.
One of the most important festivals of the
Hindu calendar is ‘Makar Sankranti’. This
festival celebrates the journey of the sun

into the northern hemisphere.
This festival is celebrated in many different
ways all around the world. Celebrated in
January (14th January 2013),
some people choose to fly
colourful kites; while others
decide to light bonfires as
a family; and some others
choose to gather together
in their communities to
bathe in lakes and rivers.

Nirvana Day
Without any supreme gods, Buddhism
is an increasingly popular
religion all around the world.
They live their lives by the
‘Five Moral Precepts’ to lead
a good life avoiding selfindulgence and self-denial.
Nirvana Day is an important
day of February where the
death of the Buddha is
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remembered. This gives Buddhists the
chance to remember and reflect on their
own lives and the lives of others that
have been lost.
There are many different ways to
celebrate Nirvana Day, some choose
to go to temples or monasteries to
meditate while others treat it as a more
social event, preparing food and bringing
presents and gifts for their loved ones.
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The Gateway Learning Community (GLC) has now formed
and is positively talked about all over Thurrock, but what
exactly is it? And is it the best future for the community?
According to Kevin Sadler, the Chief Executive Officer of
the GLC and former Gateway Academy Principal, the GLC
is a partnership of several schools across Thurrock that
consist of Lansdowne, Herringham, Gateway and the new
Gateway Primary Free School.
The aim of the GLC is to provide education from the
ages of 5-19 and offer a standard curriculum for all of the
schools to help to bring out the best in each student in its
care. The GLC has gone to great

lengths to improve standards for the young people
of the community, including employing an Education
Welfare Officer (EWO) who works to raise attendance
in the area.
The GLC is an inspiring success for the whole country
to follow, with its high standards and good pupil intake.
The future seems very bright for education in Tilbury
and Chadwell-St-Mary. Watch this space for exciting
news on the GLC!
By James Henderson
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animals including
giraffes and
ostriches. Some of
the students fed the
elephants and almost got sucked
up into their trunks! There were lots
of things to see and do and it was a
really exciting experience!
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Anti-Bullying Academy

By

In September, the Year 6
students visited Colchester
Zoo. Students had the
opportunity to visit a small
animals’ enclosure where
they saw a hissing cockroach
and a white rat. They also
saw and learned about larger
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Off to the Zoo!

Lots of Laughs at The Lorax
Another Year 6 trip this year
brought us to Empire Cinemas
in Basildon. The students went
to see The Lorax which is about
a young boy who must venture
outside of his city to discover
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the secret of The Lorax in
order to win the affections of
a girl he likes. The film was
cute, quirky, and absolutely
hilarious. What a fantastic
day!

With Thanks to Riley Webb from GPFS

Anti-bullying week has been a tradition in
the UK for a long time. It involves schools
arranging activities as a tribute to those
children who have fallen victim to bullies. It
is hoped that it helps stop bullying across the
country and unite everyone to work together
as a team.
The Gateway Learning Community (GLC)
takes part in this tradition annually. This
year’s theme is cyber bullying which consists
of bullying through the medium of digital
technology. It is more mentally scarring than
physical. The GLC hopes its contribution to
anti-bullying week will raise awareness and
help to stop it.
“Treat others how you would want to be
treated” is the main ethos for anti-bullying

week. Some don’t remember to do this;
they can forget that everyone they talk to
has just as much right to a pleasant life as
they do. This theme of anti-bullying week will
hopefully change that. Assemblies and tutor
time throughout the school will be used to
discuss anti bullying week and spread the
message throughout the school.
The final note of this article is to remember
that everything isn’t always as it seems with
a person. You don’t know what happens
behind closed doors, and if you know there’s
something you can do to help them, or even
just ask them about their problem. Be the
hero and help them out! More often than not
it’s appreciated and never forgotten.
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With Thanks to the students of Herringham
Primary Academy
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Herringham’s , staff and students alike are full
of excitement as they await to see the future
benefits that both, ‘academy status’ and The
GLC will bring them. The new academic year
is now fully underway bringing new classes,
new sporting teams and new adventures for
Herringham Primary Academy with it.

Making Their Debut

Armistice Day

This year, our Year 4 students visited
Chadwell-St-Mary’s cemetery to see the
soldiers’ graves and to pay their respects to all
the servicemen who died at war. Accompanying
them on their visit was the Deputy Chair of
Governors of Herringham Primary Academy,
Mr Yuille. Whilst they were there, they listened
to poems about fallen soldiers and they laid
poppies and a wreath on the graves.

With Thanks to the students of Lansdowne
Primary Academy

A Fun-Filled Academy
As the holiday season approaches, the elves at
Lansdowne Primary Academy are busy preparing
for the festive fun that is just around the corner
for the staff, students and parents. While we
await the festivities of December, we take a look
at the fun-filled events that have already taken
place at Lansdowne Primary Academy this year
including ‘Roald Dahl Day’ and ‘Maths Week’.

Kicking Off the Year
Lansdowne Academy Girls’ and Boys’ Football
Teams have kicked off the year with great
enthusiasm. Their first matches of this academic
year were played against Woodside and the
students did their school proud. Unfortunately,
these opening matches were lost but the pupils
continue to give their all.

Roll Up for Roald Dahl Day
In September, Lansdowne held a Dahlicious
Dress-Up Day. The students dressed up as their
favourite Roald Dahl characters in order to raise
money for Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s
Charity, which helps to improve the lives of
seriously ill children.

After saying our goodbyes to last year’s Year
6 students, Herringham have now recruited
a new school football team for this academic
year. Team members include: Ishamael Gamel,
Ben Causley, Damilola Odubanjo, Muhammet
Arici, James Robinson, Ernest Ofori, Adoniz
Oluwasanya, Kai Webb and Scott Chitty. We will
be cheering them on every step of the way. Good
luck!

Magical Maths Week
In October, Lansdowne held their Maths Week.
The students took part in a number of workshops,
which led to the creation of many exciting
products. Students then attempted to sell these
products to parents. This was a fun, exciting and
successful week for all!

Roald Dah

l Day

28-09-201

2
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for all!

Maths Week

22-10-2012
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Every Tuesday during term time
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
at the gateway academy
£2 per session
Tel: 01375 489014 / 031

Email: extendedprovision@theglc.org.uk

The Community Voice

is created, supported and funded
by:

Website: www.theglc.org.uk

