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Our free school
for a fabulous start!
Tilbury
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OPEN EVE
NING
Christmas wouldn’t be quite the same without multiple
strings of fairy lights and a tall, brightly lit Christmas tree
taking pride of place in our town centre.
“a fabulous fair”
Tilbury Christmas Lights, an annual celebration, is
organised by the Tilbury riverside project and was first
started by Peter Hewitt MBE. This grand event will be held
on Friday the 2nd of December in Tilbury’s Civic Square
and will see lots of local residents, with Christmas cheer,
watch in awe as the town’s lights are switched on once
again – a visible marking of the Christmas season.
“a magical appearance”

Charming acts will entertain the
masses - singers from local primary
schools
will perform, as well as
dancers and
fantastic entertainment
will be presented by Les Morgan.

“captivating”
The impressive Tilbury lights will
brighten the town at 6pm and will no
doubt take the breath away from the hundreds of stunned
onlookers. To attract the young, Father Christmas will make
a magical appearance near the Sunshine Centre. Traffic will
be diverted as roads will be closed due to the fabulous fair
which will make everyone’s day better than ever! Overall this
event will be captivating and will be remembered for a very
long time.

Simona Navickaite

Make sure you
don’t miss…
Tilbury’s
annual,
amazing
Christmas carol concert.
If you want to spend Tuesday
13th of December constructing
moments to remember forever
then don’t think twice about being
present at the Tilbury Community
Hall where you will be stunned by
a variety of magical Christmas
Carols.
As well as listening to Christmas
carols being sung, you will also
do a good deed by being
generous enough to give only £5
as a charitable contribution towards the Tilbury Lights fund – a
very worthy cause indeed.

On Tuesday 20th September 2011 The Gateway Academy opened at 6:30pm to allow the children of year 6
from all of the different primary schools around the district to come and experience the school for
themselves.
The night began with a presentation from the
Academy’s Principal, Kevin Sadler and soon
followed two speeches: one by year ten student,
Dominic Baker, which touched the emotions of
the audience, and the other from year seven
student, Tia Seagust, who had been at the academy for just one week.

At the end of the presentation the dignified rush
began to get around the school and speak to
teachers and students volunteering their time to
demonstrate to the visiting students and their
parents why The Gateway Academy should be
their first choice for their secondary education.
The year six students took part in various exciting
activities around the academy from making
plastic wheels in Engineering, blowing things up
in Science and having a go at the latest
DJ equipment.

Jake Martin

Tilbury Manor Primary School : when two become one!
School – what a bore! But, can it change our lives, society and chances?

Charlotte Headley

Manor Primary School opened in September 2011 and is the culmination of two schools that were
situated next to each other, but were divided by two different head teachers; two different
uniforms and a two metre fence. Now the two have become one.
Mrs Seaford, who was Head teacher of
Manor Infant School, has now taken up her
new post as the Head teacher of Manor
Primary School. Mrs Seaford is delighted
with her new position and is looking forward
to the many successes that this joining of
forces will bring to their students, “It will be
a greater and much more successful
school.” She told us.
Exciting new plans are set for the future of
Manor primary school – this change is good
and is bringing this community together and
the school towards a better future.

“many successes”
Pupils at the new primary school will start
their education at age 3 and will now follow
their path through the school to 11 years old.
Mrs Seaford told us that this will “give the
children more opportunities to work together”
and it will “allow the older children to be
mentors for the younger ones.” This
ultimately means that the huge transition from
year 2 to 3 will become much smoother as the
young children will see familiar faces instead
of new ones.
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free s
school
for a fabulous start!
Our

Tilbury has recently been given the go-ahead to construct the borough’s first ‘free school’ by thhe Education Secretary, Michael
Gove. But what exactly is a free school? We spoke to Principal Kevin Sadler of The Gatewayy Academy regarding the new free
school and what it would give to our local community.
Why build a new primary school on the grounds of The Gateway
Academy? Does the community not have enough primary schools?

Freddie Lowe and
Aaron Lockey

“higher-level learning”

Why make it an all through academy rather than a separate primary school? How will this
feature benefit the student?

No. By 2014 we know the area will need a new primary school anyway, and with the

The success of primary schools in the area is below average, and we want to take it further by

new primary school being built here on the grounds, it will be an all through school,

allowing those students who can do well but are only in Year 5 or Year 6 to be able to

allowing someone to come here at reception and work their way up to Year 13.

participate in classes that are higher-levelled. With this we hope to raise the average from a

“specialist teaching”

level 4 to at least level 5.
Why should a parent decide on this primary school for their child’s education?

What will differentiate this primary school from the other primary schools in the
On top of the benefits such as access to higher-level learning, and benefits for those in higher

local area?

levels to work with younger students, students who go to this school will be able to get in to the
It is an all through school, so we can allow gifted and talented students who are capable
of being in a higher year, but are still at primary level, can go and take part in a Year 7

secondary school without applying., which we decided on because this year there were at least
60 people who applied to go to this school but didn’t get in, because they lived just beyond the

class. Also, most primary schools normally have generalist teachers for the year groups,

catchment area. In addition, we want to do the

who are able to teach a wide range of subjects but not at the same sort of level as a

same with this primary school as we are with

specialist in a specific subject. Since it is joined to the Academy, we can have younger

the Academy, opening it to the community as a

students taught maths by a teacher who specialises in maths and English by a teacher

whole, for anyone interested in learning, not just

who specialises in English, and so on.

students from 2013 and onwards. We also want

So when will this primary school be open?

to link this primary school with other primary
schools

It will be open to Year 6 intake in September 2012 and open for all years in September

Herringham

Primary

and

Lansdowne Primary. With all these schools

2013, and by then we hope to get the school built, or else the people who applied will
have nowhere to go.

like

linked together, we can achieve much, much

“gifted and talented”

Ian Cleland, Michael Gove, Jackie Doyle-Price, Peter Murray,
Kevin Sadler

more.

The Community Voice will keep you up to date with the
progress of the free school. Watch this space!
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Tilbury celebrates its centenary
Tilbury has been through a lot in the last 100 years, from the
floods to the great war. Next year we will celebrate Tilbury’s
centenary.

Chadwell was founded at some
unknown point before the 14th
century.

In 1953 Tilbury suffered severe damages thanks to flooding from the Thames,. An eyewitness
recalls seeing animals clinging to floating objects as they were swept away by the over flown
water. The present Queen of Great Britain visited Tilbury around this time to keep the
community’s hopes up that despite the town’s troubles, Tilbury would come back stronger than
ever. Until eventually, the water returned to the Thames and Tilbury returned to its original state
The Fort was held by parliamentarians
during English civil war

Shane Prime & Sam Richards

Tilbury Fort built 1539 by orders of
king Henry VIII

9
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1588 queen Elizabeth first spoke at
Tilbury fort to the British troops
In 1670 fort was updated
In world war one the fort was
upgraded to concrete walls

In 1903, the Tilbury docks became an official bay. Then,
in 1912, Tilbury Town was founded. The centenary
celebrates the 100 years of the official town of Tilbury.
But what lies within the depths of history of Tilbury?
Much more than you may have first believed…
Tilbury has seen dark days since the fort was built by
King Henry VIII. In 1588: Queen Elizabeth the first paced
Tilbury's’ very soil examining her main army to see if
they were up to her measures for facing the Spanish
Armada as they sailed up the Thames. She then gave an
emotive and powerful speech to her army which added
spirit to the defeat the Armada. Re-enactments of this day
take place in the Tilbury Fort yearly.

In 2012, Tilbury’s very first
centenary takes place!
‘Gotham City docks’ scene
Tilbury docks

During WW2 Tilbury
would have suffered
constant bombings.
Enemies wanted the
docks as it would be a
strong advantage to the
enemy

‘Batman Begins’ used
Tilbury as a set for
some scenes.
‘The Asian prison’ scene
Coalhouse fort

Tilbury is a popular place for shipping and trading: the centenary is a celebration of the past of this fine
town. This isn’t just about Tilbury, it’s about the people within Tilbury and around it. Every individual
has had a role in this town’s history. Now let’s celebrate it!

Until 1903, Tilbury was a part of Chadwell.
When the docks were established that
changed, Tilbury became an official town.
Then, in 1953, Tilbury had a
huge flood. This lead to a visit
from Queen Elizabeth II

During the first and second
world war, Tilbury played a
massive role in the defence
for Britain. With the Thames
running right next to it, the
Tilbury fort was used to take
out enemy battleships who
tried to invade England from
its capital.

1957, John Wayne’s latest film ‘Brannigan’, had
scenes in which the docks featured.
Indiana Jones and the last crusade had a
boat chasing scene. Our own Thames was
used for this scene. Directly next to Tilbury. ‘Venice boat chase’ scene

Rolf Harris
filmed some of
‘Rolf on art’ in
the docks.

Tilbury docks

Watch this space to hear more about Tilbury’s first centenary!
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The Poppy

In November we celebrate Remembrance day for many different reasons. For Sam Richards
Remembrance day means “thinking and remembering the men and women who have served and
are serving in wars and the people who have died fighting for our country” and for many of you

Every year in November poppies are for sale.

this is what it should be. But when did this start and why?

These

“those who have served
and are serving….”

poppies represent the flower that grew

in Flanders after the great trenches were no
longer being fought over, where men had
died,. Seeds of life were
appearing among the graves of the

In 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month the guns of war fell silent across the
world, the great war was over.

glorious dead. These plants are
the symbol of the Royal British
legion, not a military unit but a group of
ex-British servicemen who have served

At the end of World War 1 over 10 million soldiers

their country and Queen and now wish to pay

were dead and countless were wounded, both

respect to their friends and colleagues.

mentally and physically.

Why wear a poppy?
We do not wear a poppy to show support for wars , we
wear poppies to show that we care for the men and women

Wearing a Poppy shows thought for

who go out to those unstable regions of the world and risk

the families of soldiers like Lt Cpl

their lives. Remembrance day should not be a day of hate

Nicky Mason, a paratrooper from

for people from other countries and strange places, it
should be a day of true respect and care for brave men and
women who are willing to help others in their horrid
circumstances.
Poppies are not symbols of war and hate but of care, peace
and life.

Aveley who was killed by a booby
trap while on patrol in Helmand,
Afghanistan on the 13th September
2008. This man had no more
reason to die and that is why we
remember men who fell in the
battles of the last 90 years for the
protection and freedom of others.

James Henderson
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Fear took over
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Find our shop at 134, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7BJ
(near the Taxi Office)

I could see the ghostly shadows of long striding

Tel: 01375 768233

feet, heading towards the door. A rush of terror

Email: info@onecommunity.org.uk

trickled down my spine, making my once warm
body go ice cold. I backed away on trembling feet

The Ghost of Ebenezer Scrooge will soon be getting ready for ‘A Christmas Carol’. It’s a great story! But how does it to
play out for you? There are many, many truths in this story and as we all know there will always be someone in
desperate need - the vulnerable, the sick, and the poor. Even if you have been left with little in this economic downturn,
be nice, be a good neighbour.

to the eerie sound of the door hinges creaking.
Fear had me scared to pieces, so frightened that
my pulse turned into continuous flashes of light,

At ‘One Community’ we have volunteers who are working steadily to improve the neighbourhood here in Tilbury and
Chadwell, with plans to eventually cover all of Thurrock and beyond. One Community can assist you in further
developing your potential knowledge or skills that may be essential to you when applying for a job.

beating millions of times per second. I reached the
end of my small enclosed room: hardly aware of
what I could be facing in a matter of time.

Our services include: Next Steps; Job Seekers’ advice, a Work Club, support with CVs and assistance in finding
suitable employment. In addition we also have an English improvement course and domestic violence councillors for
both men and women.

My fear- stricken body sunk to the hard dusty
floor, I felt like my life was over. I caught a

We can also arrange a money management course and twice a week we have the Essex savers Credit Union - it is too
easy for people to get into unnecessary debt.

glimpse of the rusty door handle being pulled
down, flaking bits of crusty dirt as the handle

Come and talk to us - we are a friendly team! We have a drop in coffee morning every
Monday. Hope to see you there soon!

goes down. A gust of light filled up the door way.
All I could see was an outline of a slim figure,
standing proudly with his head held high and
arms crossed. I closed my eyes, hoping the figure
would go, my body felt as if it had been super
glued: I couldn’t move. I knew I had two choices:
sit here and die or get up and fight. I opened my
eyes. The figure strolled towards me as I…

Chelsea Hunt

Sitting and waiting is the worst part of this
war, when will my husband return home?
Will he return home?
The guilt of not doing anything to help my
country nor my husband tears me apart as I
wake up to a divine morning. The world to
me has become washed out of colour, stale,
empty and just inadequate.
Having my son looking at me with his big,
round, sagacious eyes staring deep within my
soul. I’m trapped within the shell of my old
body, the darkness slowly consuming me.
My limp blonde hair falls in clumps; I stare
at the mass of waste upon my floor. My pale,
rosy complexion now a grotesque mustard
yellow. I touch my cheek to check if this is
reality: what has happened to me? My eyes
are sunken, eyes that are not mine; eyes of a
stranger. Will my husband still recognise
me? Love me? A tear slithers down my face,
my reflection silently watching…
Natasha Gazzard

extendedprovision@thegatewayacademy.org.uk

Why Sp rt?
It’s not the winning that counts but the taking part!
Whether it’s a play around in the local park with your friends
and family or in a more competitive manner as part of a
Sunday league. sport, of any sort, can add a whole new
dimension to anyone’s lifestyle.
Sport benefits your mind, your fitness and your social life; it
brings people together and makes you feel fantastic. Not just
this, but it’s also a fabulous conversation starter - anyone who
shares a passion for the same sport can start a challenging
chat about whether it’s Tilbury FC or Grays’ Athletic who are
going to lose the cup!
Sport builds self-confidence. It lets people feel successful as they are a part of something that
they enjoy. You’ll never know what you can be until you try – just imagine the buzz you get when
you kick the ball and score the winning goal! If there is that one sport that you have considered,
why not try it? Think of all the possibilities that could unfold: you could be the next Lionel Messi or
the next Johnny Wilkinson. Think how far you could go?
Sport can bring our community together especially for the younger generation - making our
community a better place; taking people off the street and giving them something to get involved
in. In some cases sport isn’t just a game it’s a matter of life and death.
Sport changes lives - let it change yours?

For more information on any events featured in this issue or
any other community events, contact The Gateway Academy
extended provision team on:

Email: extendedprovision@thegatewayacademy.org.uk

