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THE GATEWAY ACADEMY GETS READY TO WELCOME
YEAR 6 PUPILS TO THE ACADEMY FROM SEPTEMBER 2012
The Primary Free School already has the full
support of Michael Gove and Thurrock MP
Jackie Doyle-Price. Principal Kevin Sadler says that
the Free School will “nurture local children’s talents
to create success”.
The new Primary Free School will:
•
•
•
The new Primary Free School is gathering pace
with contractors, Balfour Beatty, being chosen
to build the new school, which is due to be
completed in 2013. Until then, pupils will learn in
The Gateway Academy’s multi-million pound building.

•

Share sports, science and theatre facilities at
The Gateway Academy.
Provide a dynamic, innovative learning
environment.
Have the highest quality professional teachers –
including specialist Maths/Science teachers from
The Gateway Academy.
Group pupils by ability not age.

Pupils attending the Primary Free School will have
the right to transfer to The Gateway Academy in
Year 7.
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OLYMPIC CHAMPION COMES TO TOWN
“...Fatima was
inspirational...”

Fatima Whitbread MBE, former javelin thrower and
multiple medal-winner, visited students and staff
at the Academy recently, enjoying a full tour of the
school and a question and answer session from
budding young athletes who were inspired by her
tale of sheer determination to succeed at such a
young age.
Fatima explained how she caught the javelin ‘bug’
at the tender age of 11, and when asked at what
age she realised she wanted to be a big sporting
hero, she replied “11”.

She revealed all about her early life and reiterated
the fact that even if you do want to be a huge sports
star, it’s always a good idea to study hard to ensure
you have that ‘Plan B’ if an injury cuts short that
sports career.
Reporters from the newly named ‘Community
Voice’ Academy magazine: Connor Russell,
Dom Baker & Sam Richards said, “Fatima was
an inspirational character, who was completely
dedicated towards the students during her visit. We
would like to thank her very much for taking the
time to speak to us.”

STUDENTS GO SUPERSONIC
Year 10 Engineering students recently spent a day
at South Essex College being part of a presentation
experience, delivered by the Bloodhound SSC
group.The Bloodhound supersonic car model was
on display and the students were able to study
different aspects of the car from the propulsion
units to the use of a simulated driving experience.
They learned about the project and its function to
break the world land ‘speed record’ and used a
selection of video clips linked with short question/
answer sessions to explain the project in greater
detail.
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YEAR 10 STUDENTS ENJOY INTERVIEWS

Students at The Gateway Academy were patting
themselves on the back after successfully
completing a day of mock interviews, delivered by
industry professionals from across the borough.
Students arrived fully prepared, dressed to impress
and with CVs and letters of application. The
interviewers gave their feedback for all students
and included comments like “…an excellent day
which really does provide all the learners with
practical experience and outstanding opportunities
to sample real-time interviews.” and “…very organised this event and they get better and better
every year.”
enjoyable, students are a credit to their school.”

“...the students are a
credit to the school...”

Organiser, Allison King said, “I am very proud of our
students and look forward to next year! Well done
to each and every one for a superb, productive
and successful day. This is the ﬁfth year I have

The interviewers, all from industry, gave such
positive feedback that no less than 38 students
have been awarded with the ‘Outstanding Interview’
accolade!”

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
It’s always nice to catch up with previous students
to see where they are now. Imagine our surprise to
see ex-student, Lewis Renshaw, working alongside
the Academy’s electrical contractors, BCS, on site!
Lewis is currently undertaking a 4-year
apprenticeship, working four days a week with
BCS and studying one day at South Essex College.
Lewis said, “I’m really enjoying the apprenticeship
and I’m currently learning installation techniques,
periodic inspection testing, resistance, Ohm’s Law
and 1st & 2nd ﬁx.”

Pictured with Lewis is Jake Beasley (4th year)
and Luke Conroy (3rd year).

www.theglc.org.uk
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YEAR 11 CONSTRUCTION STUDENTS
SET THE BENCHMARK
others and themselves they are capable and have
demonstrated their skill levels in the ﬁnal outcomes.
This is a great achievement for the students and
hopefully will give them an incentive to go on to
college.”

“...sometimes what
seems impossible can
be achieved...”

Each bench had been lovingly hand crafted and
designed by the students who had worked in pairs
since July last year. The students also designed
their own personalised individual logo to adorn
each end.
Year 11 construction students recently worked
tirelessly constructing picnic benches made from
Oak, along with their tutor, Joe Corrigan from
South Essex College, Technician Todd Couves and
Site Maintenance Manager, Ian Hollowbread.
Todd Couves said, “All the students have worked
hard in producing these good quality benches
over the past few months, developing great team
work skills in the process. They have shown to

Class tutor, Joe Corrigan said, “Sometimes what
seems impossible can often be achieved. Every
one of the students had a look of disbelief when they
were told what they would build from July through
to December but they immersed themselves in
the project and proved ﬁrstly to themselves, and
secondly to others, that motivation and application
can overcome many things. The benches are
testimony to their hard work, skill and determination
and as pieces of outdoor furniture, something they
should all be proud of.”

WIN A PICNIC BENCH

Enter our prize rafﬂe draw to win a picnic
bench, hand crafted by our very own
Mr Ian Hollowbread (pictured)

Ticket Price: £5
Rafﬂe Draw: Friday 20 April 2012
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BLUE COLLEGE HELPS
LITTLE HAVENS
a worthwhile cause. We are proud
and privileged to be able to support
Little Havens with a cheque for £567.30,
our 2011/12 nominated charity.”
Thurrock Mayor, Mr Charles Curtis said,
“As the Mayor of Thurrock I am very
proud of Blue College students who
have raised much needed funds for
Little Havens.”

The Gateway Academy tirelessly raise funds throughout the
year for various charities and Blue College is no exception,
recently holding a charity dinner and a ‘wishing well’ for any
loose change in the college ofﬁce.
Mrs Pullen, Head of Blue College said, “Once again,
Blue College has pulled together to help raise money for

Area Team Leader for Havens Hospices,
Peter Hall said, “Little Havens Children’s
Hospice relies totally on donations from
the public and I am absolutely thrilled
with Blue College and extremely grateful
for the support of both the Academy and
the Mayor.”

BHUBESI PRIDE
The Academy had a very special visit from the Bhubesi
Pride coaching team complete with sporting equipment
on their way to France to begin their long voyage to
Africa.
Bhubesi Pride’s initiative involves a highly qualiﬁed
team of coaching staff driving through Africa during
six-month missions, delivering mass participation
rugby and education programmes in schools and
communities in ten African countries.
Work is on-going and will continue until at least 2014
as part of a long-term, sustainable programme.
Academy link co-ordinator, Ryan Jones said, “The
students and staff of The Gateway Academy are
dedicated to promoting the Pride’s core values of
Unite, Empower & Inspire.
I would like to wish the Pride the best of luck with
their six month trek across Africa, we especially look
forward to seeing how they get on at our Ugandan
partner School, Naranbhai Primary and how sport can
be used as a vehicle to promote health, education and
social cohesion.”

www.theglc.org.uk

Staff and students at the Academy recently raised funds
for the cause through various activities and presented
a cheque for £600 to Bhubesi Pride’s Director,
Richard Bennett.
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RENAISSANCE READING
The Parent Staff Association of the Academy very
generously provided funds to the Library to sign up
for the Renaissance Reading scheme. This has
enabled as many students as possible to access
the necessary books to help improve reading levels.
The scheme has allowed current Year 7 students
to be part of the programme and once they have
read their chosen book, they are quizzed online to
ensure they have understood the story. It is hoped
that the competition will be rolled out as a whole
school College Challenge in the future and will be

...The scheme will be
extended to Year 6
pupils in September...
extended to Year 6 pupils who are expected to start
in September 2012.

Pictured
above
are:
Year
7
students,
Anastasia Brand, Connor Sutton & Arron Wright
Librarians, Mrs Mayer & Mrs Scott said, “We would
like to thank the PSA for their continued support
and Miss Doran for supporting the scheme.”

TOUR DE TILBURY FOR SPORT RELIEF
The students were accompanied by Academy staff
and members of the community, including local
PCSOs Deb Lister, Phil Long and Karen Davies plus
Katie van Dop from Sustrans along with colleague
Geoff, who performed maintenance checks on
students’ cycles prior to leaving the Academy.
Students were wearing cycle helmets and reﬂective
jackets kindly sponsored by Chadwell and Tilbury
Community Forums.
As part of Sport Relief, 20 students recently took
part in a cycle ride to Tilbury Fort.

The Extended Provision team would like to thank
everyone involved in making the event a success.

They all enjoyed the route and experience which
took them along cycle paths around Tilbury to get
to their chosen landmark of Tilbury Fort, about a six
mile round trip.
6
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JACK PETCHEY AWARDS
THE GATEWAY ACADEMY
AWARD WINNERS
MARCH 2012

Staff, Parents, Carers and Students attended a
presentation at the Civic Hall recently to celebrate
their Jack Petchey Award achievements and
enjoyed celebrating their success with other
Thurrock schools.
The award winners were
delighted to be voted by their peers.
Extended Provision managers Lorraine Fugl &
Jill Bacon said, “Each winner has made an excellent
contribution to their school and community life over
the past year and we are delighted that they have
been recognised for this.”
Pictured from left to right - Top row: Casey Bush,
Derryl Yeboah, Natasha Gazzard, Rhys McArdle &
Technician Todd Couves
Bottom row: Leslie Saunders, Aleah Headley,
Nomusa Dube & Lewis Worbey.

STUDENTS MEET ‘THE SCARY GUY’
Students recently had a day they will not forget in
a hurry! The Scary Guy visited the Academy and
delivered an engaging and fascinating workshop,
challenging them to take a good look at themselves
and to take responsibility for their own behaviour
and actions.
As a former tattoo artist from America,
he legally changed his name in 1998 to
The Scary Guy. He uses his striking appearance
to challenge stereotypes people label him with.
The Scary Guy teaches each individual that they
have the capacity to interact with all human behaviour
with love, compassion and understanding – even
in the face of negative words or actions - without
themselves becoming negative in the process.
Academy spokesperson said, “The Scary Guy
delivered a punchy, heartfelt message and
the students really did take on board every
word he said. He taught them how to respect
and be respected in a fantastic, simple way”.

www.theglc.org.uk

Pictured with The Scary Guy are Year 8 students,
Mason Aldwinckle, Josh Lee, Billy Monk,
Albie Purdy, Elliott Royal and Ben Shardlow.
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STUDENTS SAMPLE CAMBRIDGE LIFE
Year 10 students joined twelve other schools and
Palmer’s College to sample life as a University
student, visiting Cambridge University in the
process.
The three day event is designed to challenge
and develop skills in key areas to enable them to
think about their future choices and gain valuable
information about their future choices in both
Further and Higher Education.

MATHS MEANS FUN, FUN, FUN!
Year 10 students recently discovered that a Casino
Day means that Maths is fun!
Diamond Fun Casino arrived ﬁrst thing to set up
a real casino in the Academy’s state of the art
conference rooms, complete with a roulette wheel,
blackjack table and chips.
The students experienced how Maths is embedded
within the real world of the Casino…probability at
its very best!
Miss McLaughlin, Assistant Principal said,
“They had great fun and the croupiers were very
impressed with the behaviour and attitude of the
students. It was a wonderful experience for both
staff and students and they learned a great deal on
the day.”

Pictured are: James Henderson, Jack Jones,
Terrn Lister & Freddie Lowe with croupier
from Diamond Fun Casino

GIFTED & TALENTED STUDENTS
GET PUZZLING
Year 7 and 8 Gifted & Talented students
enjoyed
a
day
of
puzzling
fun
with
The Happy Puzzle Company.
The company uses large 3D puzzles to challenge
and make the students work in teams to further
improve their thinking skills. The students embraced
every challenge with vigour and the presenter was
certainly kept very busy.
8
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YEAR 11 PROM

YEAR 11 PROM
TUESDAY 10 JULY 2012
YE OLDE PLOUGH HOUSE
TICKET PRICE TO BE £35

YEAR 11 YEARBOOK
Do you want a reminder of your time here at the Academy?
Why not order a Yearbook to save all those precious memories.
Each student has an individual comment, good and bad(!), and
messages posted by your friends just for you...
...see Mrs King in Careers if you need help or would like to order
one...£15 per yearbook...

www.theglc.org.uk
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Elite Twirlers
Majorette Troupe
Community	
  Events	
  coming	
  soon	
  from	
  Extended	
  Provision	
  @	
  Gateway	
  Academy:-‐
	
  
TGA	
  Tuesdays	
  –	
  Various	
  activities	
  for	
  the	
  whole	
  family	
  every	
  Tuesday	
  during	
  term	
  
time.
	
  
Fitness	
  Suite	
  –	
  Open	
  every	
  Tuesday	
  5.00	
  –	
  9.00pm	
  during	
  term	
  time	
  for	
  Inductions,	
  
plus	
  other	
  times	
  please	
  see	
  website	
  for	
  more	
  details.
	
  
Tuesday	
  15	
  May	
  	
  from	
  7pm	
  -‐	
  Clairvoyant	
  Night	
  at	
  the	
  Ellis	
  Theatre.
	
  
Friday	
  15	
  June	
  	
  –	
  	
  The	
  Gateway	
  Academy’s	
  4th	
  Community	
  Day	
  –	
  Staff	
  and	
  students	
  
volunteer	
  their	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  to	
  support	
  local	
  projects,	
  shops	
  nurseries,	
  
schools	
  and	
  organisations.	
  	
  Contact	
  us	
  if	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  us	
  to	
  support	
  you	
  this	
  year.
	
  
25	
  June	
  to	
  6	
  July	
  	
  –Art	
  &	
  Literary	
  Festival	
  to	
  include	
  a	
  whole	
  variety	
  of	
  activities	
  
including	
  Art	
  Exhibition,	
  Strictly	
  Tea	
  Dance,	
  Family	
  Cinema,	
  Pamper	
  Evening,	
  PSA	
  
Barn	
  Dance	
  and	
  much	
  more	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  missed.
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  above	
  please	
  contact	
  Extended	
  Provision
	
  
Tel:	
  01375	
  489014	
  /489031	
  or	
  Email:	
  
extendedprovision@thegatewayacademy.org.uk
Find	
  Ellis	
  Theatre	
  on	
  Facebook	
  and	
  follow	
  us	
  on	
  Twitter	
  

Saturday Mornings
Time: 10.00am - 11.30am 4 to 10 year olds
11.30am - 1.00pm 11+ year olds

Venue
Cost
£3.00 per child per lesson
First lesson free
Please feel free to pop down to learn more
about baton twirling and the many other
pieces of equipment we teach

Main Sports Hall
Gateway Academy
Marshfoot Road
Tilbury/Chadwell St Mary
RM16 4LU

For further information contact
Donna on 07958 745148

(Elite Twirlers is a voluntary organisation that is independent from the Gateway Academy)
All volunteers are CRB checked

EVERY TUESDAY (term time only)

4.30pm - 8pm

. . .

T G A

. . .

YS

T G ADA S
ES AY’
U
T SD
E
TU

FAMILY FUN

FOR ALL THE COMMUNITY
at The Gateway Academy

FREE ENGLISH &
MATHS CLASSES ARE
AVAILABLE TO KS2
STUDENTS
Adult classes in Maths,
English
and ESOL
(Phone or email for
information)

ONE FEE TO ENJOY ALL OF THE FOLLOWING
ADULT £4 / CHILD £2
Climbing Wall: 4.30-6.30 u18/6.30-8.00 adult
Fitness Suite: 5.00-8.00 (membership offers available)
Streetdance: 5.15-6.15 (U16)
Piano for beginners
Cooking: 5.30-7.00 (£1.50 ingredient contribution required)
Latin American Aerobics: 6.30-7.30
Ju-Jitsu: 6.30-7.30
Badminton
Table Tennis
and much more ...

We tailor our parties to
meet your individual needs
- All ages catered for -

T: 01375 489031 / 489014
www.thegatewayacademy.org.uk
E: extendedprovision@thegatewayacademy.org.uk
The Gateway Academy, Marshfoot Road,
Tilbury & Chadwell RM16 4LU
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Tickets £4
Doors open at
7.00 p.m.

Art & Literary
Festival 2012

PAMPER
EVENING

Thursday
28th June 2012
7.00—9.30 p.m.

Two-week festival
25th June—6th July 2012

Enjoy an evening of indulgence at the Ellis Theatre.
Gift ideas, massage, facials, manicures, pedicures,
clairvoyant ……. and much more.

Two weeks of fantastic
entertainment coming to
the Ellis Theatre this
summer: -

Family comedy, art
exhibitions, party
nights, tribute evenings,
barn dance, senior
citizens tea dance and

Contact us for details or to book : 01375 489014 / 489031

The Gateway Academy
Marshfoot Road
Grays
Essex RM16 4LU

ellistheatre@thegatewayacademy.org.uk
www.thegatewayacademy.org.uk
Marshfoot Road, Grays, Essex, RM16 4LU

Contact us for details on: 07507 877173 / 07908 967911
ellistheatre@thegatewayacademy.org.uk
www.thegatewayacademy.org.uk

Follow Ellis Theatre on
Facebook & Twitter

much more ……

www.theglc.org.uk
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MUSIC LESSONS
Do you want to learn
how to play a musical
instrument?
The Academy offer a block of 10 lessons every
term in the music department’s practice rooms,
delivered by tutors who inspire and invigorate the
musical mind.
Currently on offer are:
Guitar (Bass, Electric & Classical)
Drums
Keyboard
Piano
Singing
See Mr King in music for further details

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 16 April
FIRST DAY BACK SUMMER TERM
Friday 20 April
Year 7, 11 & Sixth Form ofﬁcial year group photograph
Thursday 26 April
‘Feel the Music’
Friday 27 April
Blue College Eisteddfod reward trip to Thorpe Park
Wednesday 9 May & Thursday 10 May
Festival of Plays
Tuesday 15 May
Clairvoyant Night
Friday 18 May
Friends of the Earth non uniform day
Thursday 24 May
Year 11 Final assembly
Friday 25 May
Deadline for payment of Year 11 Yearbooks
Monday 4 June - Friday 8 June
HALF TERM
Wednesday 13 June & Thursday 14 June
BTEC Music Concert
Friday 15 June
Community Day

Improving Upon Our Best

Thursday 21 June
Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Monday 25 June to Friday 6 July
Year 10 Work Experience for two weeks
Wednesday 27 June
Strictly Gateway Tea Dance
Thursday 28 June
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
& Pamper Evening
Friday 29 June
WOW Day
& PSA Barn Dance
Tuesday 10 July
Year 11 Prom - Ye Olde Plough House
Wednesday 11 July
Sports Day
Friday 20 July
Early closure

If you have any news that you wish to share
in the Academy newsletter, please contact
the editor - Allison King

Email: communications@thegatewayacademy.org.uk
The Gateway Academy, Marshfoot Road,
Tilbury/Chadwell St Mary, Essex RM16 4LU
Tel: 01375 489000 / Fax: 01375 489001

www.theglc.org.uk

