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PRIMARY FREE SCHOOL OPENS ITS DOORS

art building on Marshfoot Road, Tilbury. Pupils
attending the Primary Free School will have the right
to transfer to The Gateway Academy in Year 7.
Mr Sadler, CEO of the Gateway Learning
Community, said “I am really excited about the
opportunities that the new school will bring for the
young people of Tilbury as we develop a seamless
learning experience from Reception to Sixth Form.

The Gateway Primary Free School opened its doors
for the very first time to Year 6 pupils in September,
all eager to sample ‘Gateway Life’ at the state of the

The Free School is also part of a growing
Learning Community that includes Lansdowne
and Herringham Academies who are working
in partnership with The Gateway Academy to
transform learning locally.”
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ANNUAL ACADEMY AWARDS
activity and have contributed in a positive way to
their local community.
Event organiser, Allison King, said “We are very
grateful for the involvement of our local forums and
always look forward to welcoming them in to our
Academy to help us celebrate and congratulate our
students in such a heart-warming and rewarding
way. This event just highlights what fantastic
young people we are working with.”

The Gateway Academy’s students past and
present gathered together for a glittering Annual
Awards Ceremony to celebrate another fantastic
year of achievements, with a VIP visit from
MP Jackie Doyle-Price. The Academy strives to
provide high quality opportunities in all aspects
of learning and throughout the last year has seen
some amazing progress in sports, opportunities
for trips and enrichment activities, involvement in
performing arts and much, much more.

“...it was a fantastic
evening celebrating
every aspect of
success...”

High Achiever, Nicholas Fleming (pictured
above), hardly sat down all evening collecting
three additional awards along with his many
GCSE certificates, taking the Ormiston Trust
Highest Achiever Award.

Academy Principal, Debbie Bull, said “It was
a fantastic evening celebrating every aspect of
Last year’s Year 11 and 13 students collected their success for Academy students. We are delighted
BTEC, GCSE and A Level certificates and picked that so many students and parents could come
up a few more awards along the way including the along and celebrate with us and make it such a
JW Award for Sixth Form, Brenda Stone Endeavour special evening.”
Award and the Parent Staff Association Award
More photographs available on our
to the student who went that extra mile to help
another student or teacher.
website www.theglc.org.uk
Current students didn’t miss out on the awards,
collecting 100% attendance certificates, awards
for outstanding progress in English, Engineering,
Humanities, ICT, Maths, Science and the
Vocational Enterprise Award.
Both the Chadwell & Tilbury Forums kindly
attended and presented four awards each to
students that have excelled in an extra-curricular
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SIXTH FORM STUDENTS FIND
THURROCK’S NEXT TOP BOSS
“...I could see the ethos
and values of the Gateway
in everything they did
today...”

Sixth
Form
students
from
The Gateway Academy took part
in Thurrock’s Next Top Boss, an
innovative
challenge
programme
underpinned by a unique partnership made up
of Thurrock Council, major local businesses,
secondary schools/academies, local colleges and
community sector partners.

in the form of work placements, experience days,
mock interviews and apprenticeship opportunities.
In doing so it exposes the range of opportunities
that local enterprise has to offer.

The programme supports young people to develop
work-ready skills through structured team
exercises. The young people are asked to complete
a series of challenges with a focus on real issues in
the world of work and business.

With comments from the organisers such as
“students were well behaved, so enthusiastic and I
found it personally rewarding to be involved with
them today, they had great energy and ideas and
were so positive…” and “I could see the ethos and
values of the Gateway in everything the students
Next Top Boss also provides opportunities for said and did today…” just proves that the students
young people to access mentors and gain vital are on the right track and are proud members of
personal and professional development experiences The Gateway Academy.

CHILDREN IN NEED
Sixth Form students entered into the spirit of
Children in Need by going back in time to see if their
old school uniforms still fit.
Whilst the rest of the Academy dressed down in
non-uniform, the Sixth Formers decided to raid the
wardrobe and flip the non-uniform day on it’s head
by wearing their old uniform.
Students and staff at the Academy raised over £700,
to be split 50/50 between Children in Need and rugby
charity, Bhubesi Pride.
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GCSE RESULTS IMPRESS ONCE AGAIN
students.
Principal, Debbie Bull commented, “The progress
we make with our students whilst at the Academy
is excellent; I am so proud of what we have
achieved. We have seen significant improvements
in the key GCSE measures since the inception of
the Academy.”
She went on to say that “these results will provide
more students with the opportunity to undertake
further study at the Academy’s Sixth Form and
eventually to go to university. We are delighted
that so many of our students have done so very
well.”
Pictured
back
row:
Brodie
Plunkett,
Michelle Olumilua, Simran Shah, Nicholas Fleming
Front row: Antonia Jayeola, Miss Bull
&
Tahrima Koar
The Gateway Academy is celebrating another year
of very successful GCSE results. Many students
opened their results envelope to find that they
had achieved the key Government standard of a
minimum of 5 A*- C passes including English and
Maths.
Those achieving 5 or more passes overall has
improved to an impressive 95% of all Year 11

“...I am so proud of what
we have achieved at
The Gateway Academy...”
The Academy, which opened Thurrock’s first
Free School for primary aged pupils in September,
has made dramatic progress since it moved to its
new site 4 years ago and has been recognised by
the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust as one
of the UK’s most improved schools.

GATEWAY’S GOT TALENT
Year 8 student, Jason Rogers, recently applied for
Britain’s Got Talent at the Excel Centre in London.
After queuing for a few hours, Jay finally got to do
his audition. Picking up his guitar, he headed off
to the audition room and sang the Kings of Leon
song ‘Use Somebody’.
Jay commented, “They seemed quite happy, so
hopefully I have done enough to get through. All
I have to do now is wait until February to find out
if I made it.”
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PRIMARY PUPILS SHOW FINESSE FOR SPORT

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY...Year 6 pupils took part for the very first time in the district cross country
at Blackshots. They did the school proud with Skye Leeman achieving a first place out of 100 girls! Skye
will now represent the school in the Essex County SSP Finals in March.
NETBALL...Year 6 pupils took part in their first ever ‘high five’ netball game; a game that works on a
rotation of positions and means everybody plays in nearly every position. Even though they were leading
throughout the game, they unfortunately lost 4-2 against St Thomas’ Primary, which has experienced
pupils who play in external leagues. Team coach, Miss Chapman, said “Our pupils are just getting to
grips with the game and I am so proud that they only lost by two goals. They put so much effort into
the game and really wanted to win. I am sure that we will improve and move on to winning ways very
soon. The pupils did fantastically well and had plenty of support from both Parents and Teachers, which
boosted the pupils’ confidence.”

PUPILS LEARN CORE VALUES
Pupils at the Gateway Primary Free School had
a day learning Core Values in a fun, memorable
way to help them remember and introduce core
values in their behaviour. The values included
responsibility, respect, courage and empathy. The
underpinning value of the day was integrity, giving
the pupils a final value of wisdom.
Pupils made bridges, created their own circles of
courage and wisdom and learnt responsibility and
respect.
The day continued on a fun theme, enjoying
parachute games, finishing with a final assembly
to recognise the pupils that excelled and truly
understood what the day was all about.

In particular Billy Murphy, Jessica White and Jack
Stenning (pictured) were commended for their
hard work.
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KIDS’ LIT QUIZ
recently been awarded ‘The New Zealand Order of
Merit’ for services to education.
Gateway’s two teams competed well against the
usual very tough opposition with Team One scoring
67 points overall (11 points behind the winners)
and Team Two scored 9/10 for the Shakespeare
round; one of the highest scores of the afternoon.

Year 7 & 8 students recently attended the
East of England heat of this year’s Kids’ Lit Quiz.
The quiz, an annual literature competition for
children aged 10 to 13, has heats all over the UK,
China, South Africa, New Zealand, Canada and the
USA.
It was devised and is run by Quizmaster
Wayne Mills (pictured with the students) who has

Students who took part were: Ashleigh Doyle,
Jordan Heighway, Harry Johnson, Molly Johnson,
Danielle Martin, Georgia McLean, Abigail Sansom
and Uyi Ozigbo.
Librarians, Mrs Maher and Mrs Scott, said “It
was a pleasure to accompany our students. They
behaved impeccably throughout.
We would also like to thank the PSA for sponsoring
us and for their continued support.”

RENNAISANCE READING
The Gateway Academy and Primary Free School
have taken reading by storm this term and have
read over 67 million words in Years 6-9 since
September this year!
The Renaissance Reading programme has been
absolutely fantastic for the students, enabling them
to improve their comprehension and spelling skills.
Some of the star readers include: Albie Bullivant,
Louise Danahay, Ashleigh Doyle, Katie King,
Mateusz Handerek, Molly Johnson, Lolade Olasoji,
Tillie Rounce, Daisy Smith, Alisha Squelch,
Maisy Webb, Gemma Wiggins & Jack Woodger.
The aim is to reach a target of 100 million words by
the end of the academic year!
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BUSINESS STUDENTS
‘CELEBRITY SPOT’ AT THE BBC
Business Studies students at The Gateway Academy
were recently given the opportunity to visit the
BBC television studios as part of their Focus Friday
activity. Students had great delight celebrity
spotting whilst experiencing how the business side
of the BBC operates.
Staff and students took an exclusive look
into the BBC newsroom, visited some of the
BBC’s famous studios and sat on the set of
‘Match of the Day’ as well as ‘Blue Peter’. The
students were able to see where the game show
‘Pointless’ is filmed and were lucky enough to see
the set for ‘Children in Need’.

B B C

The tour concluded by the students making their
own article for TV in an interactive studio. They
experienced a very creative side of the business and
also took a look at careers in the media industry,
which they may never have thought existed.

STUDENTS SAMPLE CULTURE
Students at The Gateway Academy and
the Primary Free School took part in a
cultured day of activities and sampled
many of the activities on offer including
Mehndi Body Art, African drumming
and Greek dance, complete with a
mock up wedding reception as well as
food from around the World, cooked
by their very own hands.
Staff
and
students
welcomed
instructors and musicians to the
Academy to teach them something they
hadn’t tried before, involving the new
Year 6 pupils who recently joined the
Primary Free School in September.
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INTERNATIONAL GATEWAY

Visit the ‘International Gateway’ website via our
schools main webpage and keep up-to-date with all
of our projects around the world.	
  

SEE MR BREESE
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

‘BIG LITTER PICK’ AT ASDA
Willing students from The Gateway Academy
swept into action recently for the ‘Big Litter Pick’
held at Asda with Thurrock Council and other local
organisations, picking up litter and making the area
presentable for the public.
The students received positive comments from
the very grateful organisations involved and were
very proud to represent their school for such a
worthwhile cause.
An Asda representative said, “Our businesses work
hard to be part of the communities they are in. It
was great to work with local students to make a
small difference to Tilbury.”
Students pictured are: Banky Abutoh, Peter Colbert,
Prabhbor Devgun, Chloe Dyer and Megan Topliss
with the Academy’s Extended Provision Manager,
Lorraine Fugl, Asda fundraiser, Sam Stevens and
Thurrock Council Waste and Recycle Education
Officer, Alli Standford.
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THURROCK CAREERS
ATTENTION ALL YEAR 11 & 13s...
Have you decided what you want to do when you
finish Year 11 & 13?

Frank is in the Academy every
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

If you need any help with the following:
• Making your mind up as to what to do after
Year 11 & 13.
• Applying to Sixth Form/College/University.
• Getting an apprenticeship.
• Creating a CV.
• Getting a job.
• Any other issue.
Please see Mrs King to book an appointment to
speak to Frank, the Connexions Personal Advisor.

Make a note of the following deadlines:
Year 11
Palmer’s College
Performing Arts Courses - 31 January
All other courses - 1 March
Gateway Sixth Form
All courses - 8 March
Year 13
UCAS
All applications (excluding Art & Design) - 15 January
Art & Design Courses only - 24 March

IF ANY PARENTS/CARERS OR OLDER SIBLINGS NEED CAREERS ADVICE, FRANK IS HAPPY TO HELP.
Contact Frank via email at fthompson@thurrock.gov.uk or 01375 489072 in the Academy
or 01375 413370 at the Riverside Youth Development Centre, Quebec Road, Tilbury

NEW WEBSITE
NOW LIVE!

www.theglc.org.uk
CHECK OUT OUR NEW GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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ARTY STUDENTS GET BUSY
FOR CHRISTMAS
Budding artists from Mrs Hill and
Miss Naylor’s classes took part in
a Christmas Card Competition, an
event that is in its second year.
1st place card has been made into
the ‘official’ Gateway Academy
Christmas Card for Miss Bull, who
was delighted with the effort made
by all students who entered.
1st place - Raine Dowman Year 7
2nd place - Tia Seagust Year 8
3rd place - Aimee Hunt Year 7
Well done to all who entered the
competition, it was tough to choose!

ANTI BULLYING WEEK
As part of the campaign, students took part in:
• A poster competition, with the slogan ‘ See it,
Report it, Stop it!’ showing a zero tolerance
approach to bullying across all schools.
• A poetry competition, where winning entries
from all schools were filmed and then edited
into a short movie to be shown in all the
participating schools.
• Creating a short film which will become an
introduction to the anti-bullying video.
• Designing a box.

The usual blue and white
balloons
not
only
adorned
the inside and outside of
The Gateway Academy to recognise
and raise awareness of this
important date in the calendar, but
balloons also spread to Lansdowne
& Herringham PrimaryAcademies,
who are now part of the
Gateway Learning Community.
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CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM
THE PRINCIPAL
Here we are with Christmas just around the corner and the Gateway family continues to go from
success to success. With great results this summer and further examinations coming up, we want to
wish all of our students the best of luck for the next exam series in January.
Our Year 6s have been working hard and bringing a new dimension to the Academy and
we are working closely with the two other schools in The Gateway Learning Community;
Lansdowne Primary Academy and Herringham Primary Academy, to provide the very best
opportunities for the children of Tilbury and Chadwell. I am very proud to continue to lead
The Gateway Academy as part of the Learning Community and would like to take this
opportunity to wish all students, staff and parents a wonderful Christmas and happiness and
success in the New Year.

Miss Bull

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 21 December - Last day of term - school closes at 12.30pm
Tuesday 8 January - First day back - SPRING TERM
Friday 11 January - Advocacy Day - meet your form tutor with your Parent/Carer
Friday 18 January - Age UK Non Uniform Day
Friday 25 January - Year 8 Options/Tapas Day
Tuesday 5 February - We Will Rock You in the Ellis Theatre
Wednesday 6 February - We Will Rock You in the Ellis Theatre
Thursday 7 February - We Will Rock You in the Ellis Theatre
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February - HALF TERM
Thursday 28 February - Year 8 Options Evening
Friday 15 March - Eisteddfod Charity Day
Monday 18 March - Year 10 & Sixth Form Mock Interview Day
Thursday 21 March - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Friday 22 March - College Charity Non Uniform Day
Tuesday 26 March - Dance Show in the Ellis Theatre
Wednesday 27 March - Dance Show in the Ellis Theatre
Friday 29 March - Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 1 April - Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
Tuesday 2 April to Friday 12 April - EASTER BREAK
Monday 15 April - First day back - SUMMER TERM
If you have any news that you wish to share in the Academy newsletter,
please contact the editor - Mrs Allison King
Email: communications@theglc.org.uk / Tel: 01375 489000 Fax: 01375 489001
The Gateway Academy, Marshfoot Road, Tilbury/Chadwell St Mary, Essex RM16 4LU
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