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TILBURY PIONEER ACADEMY
OFFICIALLY OPEN!

Tilbury Pioneer Academy held
its official opening ceremony on
10 October, saying goodbye to
Manor Primary and welcoming in
a new journey of learning at the
Dickens Avenue school in Tilbury.

With relentless work behind the
scenes to make the transition
happen from Manor to Pioneer, the
future looks bright!
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PIONEER GETS THE PAINTBRUSHES OUT...

Staff and Parents at Tilbury Pioneer
Academy recently held a special
‘paint our school’ day to help spruce
up the Dickens Avenue school.
Showing pride in their local
school, the willing helpers donned
protective clothing and picked up
the paintbrushes, all in the name of
community spirit.
Head of School, Mr Dan George,
said “I am truly grateful to the
staff and parents that came along
to help us paint our school today.
We managed to paint a wide area

and hope to hold another day like
today - we will let everyone know
via the weekly newsletter and
on the calendar on our website –
www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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KINGS AND QUEENS GO TO THE BALL...

Year 1 pupils from Pioneer were treated
to a right Royal Day recently, complete
with a banquet, royal dancing and a
royal dress code!
The pupils enjoyed learning the royal
dance moves and were rewarded with
a sumptuous feast of royal goodies
including crown shaped sandwiches.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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LANSDOWNE ON THE UP!

Lansdowne Primary Academy was
praised by one of Her Majesty’s
Inspectors at a visit on 5 November.
The inspector, Julie Winyard,
praised the progress made since
the last inspection saying, “Senior
leaders, governors and the Chief
Executive of the Gateway Learning
Community have taken immediate
action to make improvements since
the last inspection.”
Special Educational Needs was
singled out for particularly good
progress. HMI stated, “There has
been a vast improvement in the
leadership and management of
special educational needs since the
inspection. The special needs leader
has completely revamped how

“...Pupil’s progress
has improved
dramatically since
the start of the
term...”
pupils’ needs are identified and how
they are supported.” She concluded
by saying that “As a result of these
improvements, pupils’ progress has
improved dramatically since the
start of the term.”
The Principal, Monique Anderson,
said “The report has highlighted
that all staff are committed to
making improvements in the key
areas for action. They are continuing
to do this on a daily basis so that
our pupils can achieve great things.
I am really proud of our staff and
pupils.”
The full report can be viewed on
the Lansdowne Primary Academy
website: www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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LANSDOWNE SAY FAREWELL...
SEN and Inclusion in Thurrock after
inspection / advice roles in Newham,
Barking and Dagenham and Southend.
His personal passion is working with
young people with Autism.

After nearly five years at Lansdowne,
Richard Epps is leaving his role as Executive
Principal at the end of term.
Richard started at Lansdowne in
September 2010 at a time of uncertainty for
the school. He saw through the conversion
of the school to a GLC Academy and its
removal from ‘notice to improve.’ The
school has just received a very positive HMI
visit and is in a strong position to continue
its journey forward.
Richard said, “It has been an honour to work
at Lansdowne with enthusiastic, committed
staff and governors, great pupils and
parents who have supported our journey. I
will miss them all.
The school will be in great hands as
Monique Anderson moves from Principal
Designate to Principal and I wish her huge
success in the role.”
Richard has a career spanning forty years.
He has worked with Key Stages 1 to 4,
special schools and PRUs. He has been
Headteacher, Principal and an LA Adviser,
rising to the role of Principal Officer for

Richard said, “So far, I have had a dream
career in every role you can experience
in education. I have seen the education
systems in Canada and South Africa and
even had the opportunity to support the
development of special needs provision
in Romania. I have studied Autism in the
USA and over the years, had the privilege
to meet and work with many inspirational
educationalists. It has been wonderful and
carries on!”
Indeed it does; Richard will be working
at the Gateway Academy on a range of
projects until he finally retires from the
GLC on 1 September 2015. So it’s not
goodbye quite yet!
CEO of the GLC, Mr Kevin Sadler, said
“I wish Richard all the best for the future
and thank him for his continued support
with the GLC vision - he will certainly
leave a lasting legacy for Lansdowne that
will continue on in the expert hands of
Monique.”
Chair of Governors at Lansdowne,
Mr Ade Shodipe, said “Richard’s priority
was always the children at Lansdowne,
and there are not many Headteachers
around who are still able to maintain that
relationship with pupils. It’s a remarkable
achievement.”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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SECURING THOSE POSSESSIONS...

Pupils at both Herringham and
Lansdowne
were
given
the
opportunity to have their bicycles
security marked by local PCSO,
Lisa Plastow, recently.
The mark is entered onto a central
register and if the cycle is stolen, it
can be identified and returned to its
rightful owner.
The valuable bike marking scheme
is available to all schools across the
borough and is proving to be very
popular, with up to 20 bikes marked
and tagged in the central register
every day.

PCSO, Lisa Plastow, said “The
pupils at both schools were really
well behaved and a credit to their
schools.
Having their cycles marked and
registered is a really good thing to
do, not only to keep their property
safe but it gives the pupils a real
sense of responsibility.”
For more information, contact your
local police station or visit their
website: www.essex.police.uk

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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LET’S ALL DANCE AT HERRINGHAM

Jazz

Tap
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils
were delighted to receive a visit from
talented dancers at ‘Let’s all dance’,
a visiting company that toured all
of the GLC schools, as part of the
Literary Arts Festival which is held
every year in July.
The dancers demonstrated all
different types of moves through
dance including ballet, jazz and tap.
Artistic Director at the company,
Orit Sutton, said “We had an
absolutely fantastic time at the
GLC schools! We were made to feel
really welcome by all the staff and
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the children were incredibly polite,
brilliant and engaged audiences!
Thank you for a great day and we
look forward to visiting you again!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GLC SUPPORT JEANS FOR GENES...
children who are affected.
Individually, genetic disorders are
rare but together they affect 1 in 25
children born in the UK - more than
30,000 babies each year.

Staff, pupils and students in
the entire Gateway Learning
Community joined together to
raise in excess of £1500 for Jeans for
Genes Day. The fundraising bucket
visited every school within the GLC
including The Gateway Academy,
Gateway Primary Free School,
Herringham,
Lansdowne
&
Pioneer Academies.

Their associated health problems
mean that genetic disorders are the
biggest cause of death of children
aged 14 years and under. Since 1996,
the charity has raised £35 million!
Donations from the public pay
for practical day-to-day support,
equipment, respite and events
that bring families together to
help them feel less isolated. More
information can be found on their
website www.jeansforgenesday.org.

Jeans for Genes is a special charity
that raises funds for genetic disorders
and aims to change the world for the

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GLC PUPILS FIND OUT ‘THE MAGIC WORD’

“...captivating
ballet...”

Let’s All Dance ballet company
came to Thurrock to perform
to KS1 pupils in the Gateway
Learning Community from the
Gateway Primary Free School,
Herringham,
Lansdowne
and
Pioneer Academies.
‘The Magic Word’ was performed
in
the
Gateway
Academy’s
Ellis Theatre.

said “For many pupils this would
have been their first experience of
professional ballet and hopefully
this introduction will encourage
them to develop a keen interest in
the Arts as they grow.”

This captivating ballet told the
story of a Forest Queen and an elf
who teaches her the importance of
manners and using the magic word
– ‘please.’
Staff and children alike enjoyed
this
magical
performance.
Extended
Provision
Managers,
Mrs Jill Bacon and Mrs Lorraine Fugl,

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

The Gateway Academy
Prom 2015 will be held at:

De Rougemont Manor
Address:
Great Warley St
Great Warley
Brentwood
Essex
CM13 3JP

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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ACADEMY AWARDS CELEBRATE...

The
Gateway
Academy’s
students
past
and
present
gathered together for a glittering
Annual Awards Ceremony to
celebrate another fantastic year of
achievements, with a VIP visit from
Jackie Doyle-Price, MP.
The Academy strive to provide high
quality opportunities in all aspects

of learning and throughout the
last year has seen some amazing
progress in sports, opportunities
for trips and enrichment activities,
involvement in performing arts
and much, much more.
Last year’s Year 11 and 13
students collected their GCSE &
A Level certificates and picked

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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...IN ‘OSCARS’ STYLE
up a few more awards along the
way including the JW Award for
Sixth Form, the Brenda Stone
Endeavour Award and the Parent
Staff Association Award to the
student who went that extra mile to
help another student or teacher.
Current students didn’t miss out,
collecting awards for outstanding
progress in English, Engineering,
Humanities, ICT, Maths, Science,
Vocational Enterprise along with
Jack Petchey Awards.

Event organiser, Allison King,
said “We are very grateful for the
involvement of our local forums, and
always look forward to welcoming
them in to our Academy to help
Both the Chadwell & Tilbury us celebrate and congratulate our
Forums kindly attended and students in such a heart-warming
presented four awards each to and rewarding way. This event
students that have excelled in an just highlights what fantastic young
extra-curricular activity and have people we are working with and we
contributed in a positive way to wish them all the very best for their
their local community.
future success.”
Head of School, Mr Steve Durkin,
said “It was a fantastic evening
celebrating every aspect of success
for Academy students. We are
delighted that so many students
and parents could come along and
celebrate with us and make it such a
special evening.”
Click on the QR code to view all photographs from this event.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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WORK EXPERIENCE FOR YEAR 10s
Year 10 Work Experience is
fast approaching and we are
encouraging our students to try
their very hardest to source their
own work experience placements to
ensure they will be doing something
they really want to do!
So, to all students, PLEASE
REMEMBER...the deadline for
finding your own placement is
Friday 30 January 2015.
Collect a form from Miss Gray,
or download one from the work
experience page on the website.
In the past, students have been
offered
extended
placements,
apprenticeships and offers of part
time and full time work!
Work Experience Co-ordinator,
Miss Gray, said “With many
employers increasingly looking
for experience as well as academic
achievement, work placements have
an increasing importance in gaining

a good job. We strongly recommend
that you find your own placement
well before the deadline.”

“...I learned a lot
whilst I was at my
work experience
placement...”
Ellie Hammond (pictured above)
said, “I completed my work
experience at The Ragged Priest
Fashion House. This helped me to
be sure this is what I
wanted to do when
I leave school and I
was so grateful for
the opportunity!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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YOUR NEXT STEPS
Have you decided what you want
to do when you finish Year 11 or
Sixth Form?
See Frank, our Thurrock Careers
(formerly Connexions) Personal
Adviser, if you need any help with
the following:
• Making your mind up as to what
to do in the future.
• Applying to Sixth Form/College/
University.
• Getting an apprenticeship.
• Creating a CV.
• Getting a job.
• Any other issue.
Please see Frank in Room 4-212 to
book an appointment or pop in at
break or after school.

Frank is in the Academy
five days a week and at the
Tilbury Youth Centre every
Monday 3pm-5pm
IF ANY PARENTS/CARERS OR
OLDER SIBLINGS NEED CAREERS
ADVICE, FRANK IS HAPPY TO HELP
- contact Frank via email:
fthompson@thurrock.gov.uk or
telephone: 07823 326024

COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
Barking & Dagenham (Rush Green Campus) Thursday 22 January 4.30pm-7.30pm
Havering College (Ardleigh Green Campus) Wednesday 14 January 4pm-8pm
Palmer’s College Thursday 15 January 6pm-8.30pm
Prospects College (Basildon Campus) Thursday 12 February 5pm-8pm
SEEVIC College Tuesday 3 February 5.30pm-8pm
SEC (Basildon Campus) Wednesday 4 February 5pm-8pm
SEC (Grays Campus) Thursday 15 January 5pm-8pm
SEC (Southend Campus) Thursday 5 March 5pm-8pm
Writtle College Wednesday 7 January, 4 February, 4 March 6pm-7.30pm

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GATEWAY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2015 Dates for your diary...
Tuesday 6 January
Back to School Spring Term
Monday 12 January
Year 7, 11 & Sixth Form panoramic photograph
Thursday 22 January
Year 11 Parents’ Evening & Next Steps
Friday 23 January
GLC Non Uniform Day for Age UK
Monday 16 February to Friday 20 February
Half Term
Thursday 26 February
Mathletics (Thurrock Schools)
Thursday 26 February
Year 8 Options Evening
Thursday 19 March
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Friday 20 March
GLC Charity Day
Monday 30 March to Friday 10 April
EASTER HOLIDAYS
Monday 13 April
Back to school Summer Term
Please check out the website for any further dates and events!

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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INFORMATION POINT

SNOW CLOSURES
If your Academy is closed
due to severe weather
conditions, you will
always see it first on
the website - check it out
by 6.30am on the day!

Date:
The Academy is closed today
due to adverse weather
conditions.
Any further closures will
be posted here by 6.30am
tomorrow morning.

If you have any news that you wish to share in
the GLC newsletter, please contact the editor:
Mrs Allison King
Email: communications@theglc.org.uk
DD: 01375 489072 | Mobile: 07940 959617
The Gateway Academy
Marshfoot Road
Tilbury
Essex
RM16 4LU

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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PRIMARY FREE SCHOOL GO BACK TO THE FUTURE...

Year 4 pupils in the Primary Free
School were treated to a special
‘Viking’ day recently. The pupils
donned tunics, helmets, shields and
swords as they immersed themselves
There were boat-builders, potters,
in the discovery of life as Vikings.
leather-workers and smiths. Most
With a special ‘Viking visitor’ Viking men also knew how to
arriving to help them understand handle a boat. The women baked
all the realities and facts of Viking bread, spun yarn, weaved and
life, the day was part of their current provided the family with hearty
home-cooked meals every day.
topic ‘Back to the Future’.
The day recreated the daily arduous
chores and journeys that were part
of every day life, showing how
most Viking men were all-round
handymen, but some had special
skills.

Those women who worked on a
farm were responsible for milking
the cows and making the cheese!
Class teacher, Mrs Joyce Sao, said
“The pupils had a very full creative
day, packed full of interesting facts
and information that they really
enjoyed, especially as they were
dressed up as real Vikings!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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ANTI BULLYING WEEK ACROSS THE GLC

17-21
NOVEMBER
2014

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

Important Notice

Contact Us:
The Gateway Academy
admin@theglc.org.uk or
gateway-data@theglc.org.uk
01375 489000

The Gateway Primary Free School
admin.gatewayprimary@theglc.org.uk
01375 489094

Herringham Primary Academy
admin.herringham@theglc.org.uk
01375 489860

Lansdowne Primary Academy
admin.lansdowne@theglc.org.uk
01375 487200

Tilbury Pioneer Academy
admin.pioneer@theglc.org.uk
01375 488420

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

FUNKYFITNESS
Welcoming
Welcoming all
all our
our Gateway
Gateway
Learning
Community
Learning Community to
to come
come and
and
use our
our brand
brand new
new outdoor
outdoor gym
gym
use
facility,
facility, ‘Funky
‘Funky Fitness’.
Fitness’.
Our
new
Our new range
range of
of outdoor
outdoor ﬁtness
ﬁtness
and
gym
equipment,
and gym equipment, funded
funded by
by
the
the Lottery,
Lottery, is
is suitable
suitable for
for use
use by
by
all
all members
members of
of our
our community.
community.
With
the
resistance
With the resistance being
being
provided
provided by
by the
the users’
users’ own
own body
body
weight,
weight, these
these exercise
exercise stations
stations
ar
are perfect
perfect for
for both
both keeping
keeping ﬁt
ﬁt
ar
are
and
and recuperating
recuperating following
following injury
injury
or
or illness.
illness.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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TERM DATES FOR GLC SCHOOLS
Term Dates 2014-15

1

2

20 21 22 23 24

2
5

26

= Staff Training Days

= School Days

23 24

= School Holidays/Weekends

= Bank Holidays

PLEASE NOTE: The above dates may vary slightly from other schools.
You are strongly advised to check with the Academy before making any holiday
or other commitments. Parents’ Evenings & Events are available on each GLC Academy
website www.theglc.org.uk

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

