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GATEWAY WELCOMES NEW HEAD OF SCHOOL
to meet the opportunities and
challenges put before them in the
21st Century.

It is an absolute pleasure to come
back to the Gateway Academy as
the Head of School.
I am very privileged to work with
amazing staff, students, governors,
parents/carers and a community
that work relentlessly together
to ensure our students are wellrounded individuals who excel
academically, on the sports field
and in the arts.
Together, by continuing to have
the highest possible expectations
of all members of the Gateway
Learning Community, and with
hard work, passion and dedication,
our students will have a hunger
to succeed and be fully prepared

The success of our students is of
paramount importance to us and
it is quite remarkable how many
of our students have continued on
their educational journey attending
top Colleges and Universities
such as Kings College London,
Brunel University, Queen Mary’s
College and London School of
Contemporary Dance (as well as
many others) and have completed
apprenticeships and gone on to
become youth workers, electricians
and hairdressers (the list is
endless). In fact, a former student,
Zena Haydon, was awarded
‘Apprentice of the Year’ and
Rhys McArdle recently won the
GLC’s ‘Young Person of the Year
Award’ - see page 4.
I look forward to working with you
and your child in the forthcoming
year to ensure we continue to
‘Improve Upon Our Best’ and
achieve excellence in everything
we do.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

A MESSAGE FROM KEVIN SADLER, CEO
Every year, working in education is
challenging, rewarding, frustrating,
inspiring, emotionally draining
and uplifting all at the same time.
This has been an especially
rewarding year, as together
with staff, students, parents and
governors all pulling in the same
direction, we have made great
progress in getting Gateway back
to ‘outstanding’.
We still have some way to go, but
a good indicator of improvement
is the Year 11 examination results
which we anticipate will be the best
in the Academy’s history.
I am delighted that Miss
McLaughlin has returned to the
Academy, as the newly appointed
Head of School.
Miss McLaughlin personifies the
values that we hold dear within the
Gateway Learning Community;
she is hard working, very talented
but most of all, she has the needs of
all our young people at the heart of
everything she does.
Miss
McLaughlin
will
be
responsible for the day-to-day
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running of Gateway allowing me to
focus on the wider GLC.
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all our staff who work
incredibly hard to support our
young people, but I’d like to pay a
particular tribute to Steve Durkin
and Nathan Hunnisett who, as
Acting Heads of School for the
last year, have worked tirelessly to
make significant improvements in
provision, exam outcomes and the
ethos of Gateway.
Have a fantastic and well-deserved
summer holiday and here’s looking
forward to a brilliant future.
Best wishes
Kevin Sadler
CEO

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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ENTREPRENEURIAL SUCCESS
He owns three businesses, all of
which are very successful. Staff
at the Gateway Academy have
invested in his business and
have received a healthy
return already!
Rhys
said,
“I
am
currently being mentored
by some very famous
and successful business
leaders. I also regularly
talk at many business
networking events.”

Rhys McArdle, shown above with
the Head of School, Miss Grainne
McLaughin and his Business
teacher & Assistant Principal
Mr Julian Moruzzi, has recently left
school after completing his GCSEs.

Rhys has recently been approached
to appear on ‘This Morning’, due to
his success at such a young age.
Mr Moruzzi said, “His businesses
are growing by the day. Even with
such success, Rhys is still aiming
to attend college to sit Accounting,
Business and Economics as he sees
this as stability for his future.

As
the
winner
of
the
Gateway Learning Community’s
‘Young Person of the Year Award’, We at the Gateway are very proud
Rhys has already gone on to achieve of Rhys’ successes and this shows
great things.
one of the examples of the fantastic
students that we get to meet and
Rhys is young man full of teach daily.”
entrepreneurial spirit and he has
shown this throughout his time at
the Gateway Academy.
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

FLYING THE FLAG FOR THURROCK 100
People from all over the
borough and beyond are
invited to join the walks,
which take place between
Ockendon and Grays
Beach Park.

Gateway students with pupils from
Chadwell St Mary Primary
Enthusiastic
students
from
the
Gateway
Academy
and
Chadwell St Mary Primary School,
recently joined together to construct
their part of a flag that will make up
the collection for Thurrock 100, and
will be carried during the upcoming
‘10-mile walks over 10 days’.
The creations, made by the students,
will be painted onto a flag by
community groups who are inspired
by the local history and popular
landmarks of Thurrock.

The walks have been
designed so everyone,
regardless of age, ability
and background, is able
to take part - doing as
little or as much as they
choose.

The Gateway Academy’s students
and staff have chosen to do their
part of the walk on 16 July.
Assistant Principal at the Gateway
Academy, Mr Julian Moruzzi, said
“The students really enjoyed being
part of the creative process of the
flag making and are looking forward
to being part of our 5-mile walk!”

Thurrock Council and its partner
Kinetika have teamed up with local
organisations to create a series of
silk painting flag workshops and
walking activities.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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Academy
Part of The Gateway Learning Community Trust

“...I’ve been blown away
by what I’ve seen at
The Gateway Academy...”
Secretary of State for Education

OPEN EVENING

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2015
Tours during the day from 8.45am-12.30pm
Doors Open from 6.30pm
CEO & Head of School speech at 7pm

Tour the Academy any Friday in September & October
between 8.45am-10.30am - call 01375 489000 to book a tour
www.theglc.org.uk

Learning Community Trust
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

Improving upon our best

THE GATEWAY ACADEMY

TRIPLE P PARENTING
“...My children have changed
in a brilliant way...”

Parents
were
invited
to
‘Triple
P’
parenting
classes,
provided by Ormiston Families’
Senior Practitioner, Mrs Helen Ellis.
The eight week course looked at the
role of the parent and how to develop
good relationships with children
and to ensure good behaviour is
rewarded with the right praise and
encouragement.
Parents enjoyed the course and
were enthused by each other’s ideas
and support, to help them move
forward and be the best parent they
can. Some found that “we are now
working together as a team to parent
our children” and “we have rules in
our home and everyone is sticking
to them”.

“...I have a more positive attitude...”
Mrs Ellis said, “It is always nice to
see parents and to give support and
guidance where needed.
I can be contacted on 07867 385162 if
parents have any concerns that they
wish to discuss. Feel free to contact
me if you would like to take part in
the next course.”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE SUCCESS...
Miss Maria Gray, Work Experience
coordinator, said “First of all I’d
just like to say a big ‘Thank You’
to our students for doing so well
on their placements and making
us all so proud! For many of our
students this has been one of their
best experiences so far.
The
Gateway Academy Year
10 students have recently taken part
in two weeks work experience.

Many students have already been
offered jobs from their placements
this year.”

Work placements have an
increasing
importance
in gaining a good job,
apprenticeship or a place
on a higher education
course and enables students
to get ahead of the game and
hopefully stand out that little bit
more.

8

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

...WELL DONE!
“...I really enjoyed working with the
animals and meeting the regulars
that came into the shop...”
Emilia Adamczyk (pictured left)

“...The student was very committed,
professional and polite. I would
employ them in the future...”
Employer

“...I am having the best time ever, but
it is harder than school!...”
Razin Miah (pictured above)

“...A really great worker, with good
observation skills. We would encourage
them to come and work with us in the
future...” Employer

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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BIG BANG FAIR FOR STEM STUDENTS
Academy and for the first time
ever we walked away with an
award.”
Many congratulations to Miss
Nisha Bhaskaran and her
group of Year 7 girls who won
a Crest Award for their after
school project entitled ‘Our
Insignificance’ – a Maths based
project discussing the relative
size of planets in our solar
system.

Students visited London
recently to present their
STEM projects at the
‘Big Bang Fair’.

The girls (pictured with Miss Boyle &
The Big Bang UK Young Scientists Miss Bhaskaran, top left) were Erika
& Engineers Fair is the largest Alvarez, Jenna Chopping, Julija Ivko,
celebration of science, technology, Senny Limbu, Andrea Neville &
engineering and maths for young Serena Veizi.
people in the UK.
STEM coordinator, Miss Roisin
Boyle, said “All students did
amazingly well in representing the
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

Primary Free School
Part of The Gateway Learning Community Trust

Recruiting Reception Pupils for September 2016

OPEN DAY

1.30pm-2.30pm every Friday from
2 OCTOBER - 6 NOVEMBER 2015
(excluding half term)

Call 01375 489094 to book a tour
www.theglc.org.uk

Improving upon our best

GATEWAY PRIMARY FREE SCHOOL

Learning Community Trust

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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MOSAIC MEMORIES FOR PUPILS & STAFF
Pupils at the Gateway Primary Free
School, along with their teachers,
were recently given the fantastic
opportunity to see their designs
develop in to an amazing mosaic,
situated at the bottom of the
reception ramp to the school.
Pupils from Year 3 to Year 5 had the
opportunity to attend the workshop
and place their own tiles into the
design.

Pictured above - Head of School,
Mr Thom Martin, Support Staff
& the GPFS Chair of Governors,
Mr Stuart Redford

ever had! It was a very successful
project with an amazing end result,
we enjoyed every moment!”
Pupils & Staff with Paul Siggins of
The Mosaic Studio

Head of School, Mr Thom Martin,
Facilitated by Paul Siggins and said “I would like to thank
his team from The Mosaic Studio, The Mosaic Studio for helping us
the pupils worked tirelessly over create such special memories for
the week to produce a spectacular our pupils and parents to see every
creation, which will be on view for single day.”
many years to come.
Paul Siggins commented, “It was
a fantastic project to work on, the
pupils were so hardworking, and one
of the hardest working schools we’ve
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

FAMOUS AUTHOR VISITS HERRINGHAM

Well-known children’s author,
Ronda
Armitage,
visited
Herringham recently for a storytime
session from her very first book
‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’
which was first published in 1977!
The story was brought to life by
husband and artist, David, in front
of their very eyes!
They were delighted to show Ronda
and David their own lighthouses
that they had been building in class,
inspired by the book.

over two days, much to the delight
of all pupils.
Head of School, Mrs Sam Otto,
said “I would like to thank Ronda
and David Armitage for visiting
Herringham. The pupils have
enjoyed reading the book and
making their very own lighthouses
in class. We are very grateful to keep
the illustration that David created
and will give this pride of place in
our classroom!”

Ronda and David found the time to
visit the other GLC primary schools

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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HERALDING SUCCESS AT HERRINGHAM
the ‘Herringham Herald’ and I
know from the first meeting that it
will be something that will be very
enjoyable.” Neil very kindly offered
to print their first edition in the
Enquirer.
Future Leaders at Herringham
Primary
Academy
recently
welcomed the editor of The
Enquirer, Neil Speight, in to school
to pick his brains and find out what
makes a newspaper work and how
it is put together every single week.
The pupils will be launching
their very own newspaper, the
‘Herringham Herald’, and hope
to use the handy tips to help them
produce a successful publication.
Neil gave some fantastic tips on how
to start the newspaper and what
needs to go in it.
Neil commented, “It was a real
joy to meet the young people at
Herringham who were not only
enthusiastic and passionate but
also very receptive to ideas and
challenges. I hope to work with
them over the coming few weeks
to term end as they put together
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Future Leaders pictured above at their
recent graduation ceremony

“...the content
suggested by the
pupils is just
right...”
Head of School, Mrs Sam Otto,
said “The visit was a huge success
and Neil was very accommodating
towards to the children’s questions.
We would like to thank him very
much for taking the time to impart
his knowledge and look forward to
our first edition!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

Part of The Gateway Learning Community Trust

HERRINGHAM PRIMARY ACADEMY
Recruiting reception pupils for September 2016

OPEN DAY
9.30am & 1.30pm

TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER &
TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2015
Call 01375 489860 to book a tour
www.theglc.org.uk

Learning Community Trust

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

15

LANSDOWNE PRIMARY ACADEMY

OPEN DAY
9am-3pm

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER &
THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2015
Call 01375 487200 to book a tour
www.theglc.org.uk

Learning Community
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

Improving upon our best

Recruiting reception pupils for September 2016

PUPPET PANDEMONIUM
They were shown how puppets
move and how different faces create
different moods.
Lucy thought it was ‘really
good with lots of surprises. The
Gingerbread Man was really scary!’
and Katie thought it was ‘very
funny, especially when the porridge
exploded! It was also really funny
with the belly dancer at the end. She
was called Sheherazade.’

Year 4 pupils at Lansdowne Primary
Academy were treated to a puppet
workshop and show, as part of
the Gateway Academy’s ‘Literary
Arts Festival’ which is held every
year in all of the Gateway Learning
Community schools.

“...it was really
good with lots of
surprises...”

Pictured top left with ‘Chef Andy’
and a plethora of his hand made
puppets were Year 4 pupils who
were trusted with holding the
precious characters.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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‘CSI’...

Year 7 & Year 8 students at the
Gateway Academy were recently
promoted to special investigators
during the Science Fair CSI day.

and fingerprints amongst other
investigative forensic procedures
that would normally happen in
such a crime.

The fictional scene started with
the murder of Mr Sadler, with
four suspects who had recently
threatened to ‘kill’ him!
The suspects were Mrs Patterson,
Mrs Eaton, Mrs Chisnall and
Mrs Dey.

Head of Science, Mrs Ellie Huxtable,
said “The students really enjoyed
being involved in the fictional
storyline, which culminated in the
arrest of Mrs Patterson. Luckily,
the event was only fictional so
Mrs Patterson was back at her desk
before long.

Throughout the day the students
studied the crime scene, blood
spatters, hair and fibres, footprints

I would like to thank all those staff
that were involved in yet another
successful CSI day.”
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

...ON MARSHFOOT ROAD

As part of the GLC Science Fair, the
Gateway Primary Free School also
held their own CSI day, starting
with a fictional ‘break-in’ of the
school premises.
The pupils enjoyed checking the
crime scene and even speculated
Head
of
School,
that the Office Manager hadn’t put Assistant
Mr Jon Power, said “I am really
the alarm on to help the burglar.
proud of the pupils who all took
on board the ideas and fully
engaged with the differing scenes
around the building.
They really had a great day
investigating, checking finger
prints and using their microscopes
to check different fibres that were
left at the scene of the crime!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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REMINDER FROM MISS MCLAUGHLIN
Can I remind all parents and carers of the Academy’s uniform policy:
Black blazer with the Academy badge
White shirt and Academy tie (with college coloured logo)
Black trousers or a straight plain black skirt
(pleated or ‘A’ line skirt inverted pleat - on or above knee)
Academy jumper (plain navy blue ‘v’ neck jumper with Academy logo)
Plain black socks (boys)
Plain black or neutral tights/black or white socks (girls)
Sensible black shoes
(leather or leather-like, all black, including laces, with no obvious branding training shoes and canvas shoes are not acceptable)
Students may be sent home to change if they fail
to wear the correct uniform!
It is preferable that no jewellery is worn for safety and security reasons,
however, a wrist watch and one small sleeper/stud in each lobe of the ear,
would be the maximum allowed
No facial piercings are allowed at the Academy,
nor any necklaces, bangles or bracelets

20 CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

CAREERS GUIDANCE
Have you decided what you want to
do when you finish Year 11?
Please see Frank in Room 4-212 to
book an appointment or pop in at
break or after school.
Frank is in the Academy
five days a week and at the
Tilbury Youth Centre every
Monday 3pm-5pm

Dates for your diary...
17 July: Year 11 Prom
13 August: A Level Results Day
20 August: GCSE Results Day
26 November: Awards Ceremony

COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

21

NEW BUILD FOR PIONEER

After much delay, the Gateway
Learning Community is pleased
to announce a new purpose built
facility coming to Tilbury Pioneer
Academy, formerly Manor, in 2016
on the Dickens Avenue site.
The GLC has secured £1.4 million to
build a new block with up to eight
additional classrooms to secure high
quality primary education in the
heart of Tilbury.
Since becoming the Head of School at
Tilbury Pioneer, Mr Dan George has
overseen a remarkable improvement
in standards and has created a
school that is becoming increasingly
attractive to the Tilbury community.
Mr George said, “This is a new
chapter in our school and it will
allow us to provide much needed
additional space so that our children
can achieve as well as any in the
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United Kingdom. We are working
in partnership with the Local
Authority and our Architects, Lister,
Grillet and Harding who were the
designers of the Gateway Academy,
Gateway Primary Free School and
Treetops Special School.”
The GLC has been a central force
in raising standards of education
across the communities of Tilbury
and Chadwell.
Three of the schools are currently
rated as good to outstanding by
Ofsted, with Lansdowne and
Pioneer expecting to be confirmed
as good within the next year.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

TILBURY PIONEER ACADEMY
Recruiting nursery and reception pupils
for September 2016

OPEN DAY
9.30am & 1.30pm

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER &
WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2015
Call 01375 488420 for further details
www.theglc.org.uk

Learning Community

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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CARNIVAL TIME AT PIONEER

Pupils, staff and parents at Tilbury
Pioneer Academy recently had
their very own carnival procession,
complete with flamboyant hats and
colourful outfits.

“...The event was such
a great idea and so well
organised...”

The pupils made their own creations
and enjoyed walking the carnival
around the streets of Tilbury, led by
Mr George who supplied the music
so they could demonstrate their
very own ‘carnival dance’.
Once back at the school, the pupils
all congregated onto the field to
continue their carnival dances to
parents and encourage them to join
in with the fun!

Head of School, Mr George, said “We
really had a great day. The weather
was glorious and it was so lovely to
see the pupils enjoy the afternoon,
and the parents being involved too!

Mother of Josh, Mrs Ajayi, said “The
event was such a great idea and was We look forward to next year’s
so well organised. It is lovely to see carnival which will be even bigger
this sort of thing happening in the and better!”
school.”
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CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

2016/17 APPLICATIONS & UNIFORM
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

SECONDARY	
  SCHOOL	
  APPLICATIONS	
  2016/17	
  

All   GLC   year   6   pupils’   secondary   applications   for   September   2016   must   be  
submitted  directly  to  Thurrock  Council  Education  Department:  
  
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/secondary-‐‑school-‐‑admissions/applying-‐‑for-‐‑secondary-‐‑
school-‐‑place  
  
You  can  apply  from  1  September  2015  to  31  October  2015  
  
A   late   application   will   mean   that   there   will   be   far   less   chance   of   your   child   being  
offered  a  place  at  your  preferred  school.  
  

UNIFORM COLLECTION DATES:
The Gateway Academy
Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August
10am-2pm
Gateway Primary Free School
Tuesday 1 September & Wednesday 2 September
9am-2pm

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GLC TERM DATES 2015-16
Term Dates 2015-16

3

4

19 20 21 22 23

4

These da
9 June 20

1

30

= Staff Training Days

25 26 27 28 29

= School Days

= School Holidays/Weekends

= Bank Holidays

Training Days:

Thursday 3 September 2015
Friday 4 September 2015

Autumn Term:

Monday 7 September - Friday 18 December 2015
(Half term: 19 October - 30 October 2015)

Training Day:

Monday 4 January 2016

Spring Term:

Tuesday 5 January - Thursday 24 March 2016
(Half term: 15 - 19 February 2016)
Good Friday: 25 March 2016, Easter Monday 28 March 2016

Provisional Training Days: Thursday 30 June and Friday 1 July 2016
Summer Term:

65 days

53 days

72 days

Monday 11 April - Friday 29 July 2016
(Half term: 30 May - 3 June 2016, May Bank Holiday 2 May 2016)
190 days
+ 5 training days 195 days

PLEASE NOTE: The above dates may vary slightly from other schools.
You are strongly advised to check with the Academy before making any holiday or other commitments.
Parents’ Evenings & Events are available on each GLC Academy website www.theglc.org.uk

26 CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

GATEWAY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 27 July to Wednesday 2 September
SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Thursday 3 September & Friday 4 September
STAFF TRAINING - SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 7 September
First day back - ALL YEARS - 8.15am start
Wednesday 16 September
Early closure 12.45pm
Thursday 17 September
Open Day tours during the day 8.45am-12.30pm
Open Evening - Doors open at 6.30pm
CEO & Head of School Speech at 7pm
Friday 18 September
Non Uniform Day - Jeans for Genes
Thursday 24 September
Year 9 & 10 ‘Progress 8’ meetings with Parents/Carers 7pm-8pm
Monday 5 October
Year 7, 9 & 11 Official School Photographs
Monday 19 October to Friday 30 October
HALF TERM
Friday 13 November
Non Uniform Day - Children in Need
Thursday 19 November
Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm
Thursday 26 November
Gateway Academy Awards Ceremony 7pm
Thursday 10 December
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm
Friday 18 December
Last day of Autumn Term

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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