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FUNKY FITNESS FOR ALL!
needing no adult supervision as all
mechanical parts are completely
hidden. The equipment is suitable
for anyone to use, aged 7 to 107!

Staff and students at the Gateway
Academy and Gateway Primary
Free School recently took delivery
of some very special fitness
equipment, all thanks to the Big
Lottery Fund.

The
Academy
welcomed Fatima
Whitbread, MBE
and the Deputy
Mayor
of
Thurrock, Cllr
Sue Gray, to
officially open
the equipment
and declare it
fully functioning
and ready to use.

Designed
to
extend
fitness
opportunities to the students,
pupils and the wider community,
the equipment provides resistance
by the users own body weight and
is perfect for both keeping fit and
recuperating following injury or
illness.
It also has the added bonus of
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Important Notice

Contact Us:
Should you have any questions with regards to the above
information, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Vickers,
regarding school uniform or Mrs Howard concerning the New
Entrants Form.

The Gateway Academy
admin@theglc.org.uk or
gateway-data@theglc.org.uk
01375 489000
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THE ‘NITE OWLS’ COME TO TOWN
pupils, especially Year 2, as they have
just started their WOW event and have
read ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ in class.
The visit has inspired many to research
owls and their habitats.”
Staff from Nite
Owls have been
visiting schools
for the last 25
years, and with that
experience
have
an understanding
of the needs of
all
children
whatever their age. Their friendly
approach to learning brought out the
best in the pupils, which made for an
enjoyable but educational visit.

Gateway Primary Free School pupils
had the opportunity to meet some very
special visitors recently; ten owls who
came to see them from ‘Nite Owls’. The
pupils were able to see the owls in full
flight and some even had the opportunity
to hold the animals as a special treat.

Owl handler, Erica Enright, said
“The pupils were so well behaved and
seemed to really enjoy the visit.” For
further information, visit their website,
www.niteowls.co.uk.

Primary
Free
School
Teacher,
Mrs Michelle Wheeler, said “The visit
from Nite Owls was a huge success and
was a fantastic opportunity for all of the
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PUPILS LEARN CORE VALUES
Pupils from Reception up to Year
6 worked together to learn about
the Gateway Primary Free School’s
Core Values; Wisdom, Respect,
Responsibility, Empathy, Courage
and Integrity.

INTEG

RITY
RESPECT
EMPATHY
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The purpose of the day was to
compound the values in a fun,
memorable way to help them
continue to practice these in their
everyday behaviour.
Assistant Headteacher, Mr Jon
Power, said “It was great to see
the pupils working together whilst
raising their awareness of the core
values that underpin our school.
I hope that today’s lessons will
stay with them and help them
understand that we expect them to
respect themselves and each other.”

ITY

NSIBIL

RESPO
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GATEWAY BIKERS SECURE THEIR ITEMS
Students at The Gateway Academy
were given the opportunity to have
their bicycles security marked by
local PCSO, Lisa Plastow recently.
The mark is entered onto a central
register and if the cycle is stolen, it
can be identified and returned to its
rightful owner.
The valuable bike marking scheme
is available to all schools across the
borough and is proving to be very
popular. More information can be
found on the Essex Police website.
PCSO Lisa Plastow said, “Having
their cycles marked and registered
is a really good thing to do; not
only to keep their property safe but
it gives the students a real sense of
responsibility.”

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Staff and students supported International
Women’s Day at The Gateway Academy
recently with cake sales and a ‘guess the
jelly beans in a jar competition’, raising in
excess of £150!
International Women’s Day events honour
and celebrate the achievements of women
all around the world, ranging from small
random informal gatherings to large highly
organised events.
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BUGSY MALONE SUCCESS AT GATEWAY

Talented students from The
Gateway Academy recently packed
out the Ellis Theatre with three
fantastic performances of Bugsy
Malone.
Bugsy Malone is based on the 1976
British gangster film, set in Chicago;
the film is loosely based on events
from the early 1920s to 1931 during
Prohibition, specifically the exploits
of real-life gangsters like Al Capone
and Bugs Moran.
With amazing performances from all
of the principal parts, the supporting
cast and crew truly excelled. This
level of professionalism culminated
in performances well beyond their
years.

Drama teacher, Miss Kelly Jenkins,
said “I would like to say a huge
thank you to all cast members
and staff supporting with the
production, it truly was a great
success!
I am so pleased that all the
hard work of rehearsals paid
off for our students. They really
did themselves proud with
professional performances, great
voices and acting that is a result of
their dedication to their art!”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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U16 NETBALL

YEAR 9 BASKETBALL

The U16 netball team took part in
the annual Thurrock District Netball
Tournament at Hassenbrook back
in October and competed against all
schools in Thurrock. They managed
to qualify to the next round of
the tournament after beating the
majority of schools in Thurrock and The Year 9 basketball team played a
losing out in the final to Gable Hall repeat of last year’s final vs William
by two goals.
Edwards, but went one step further
this year and were crowned District
The girls then competed in the Champions after a narrow victory
Regional Netball Tournament at of 21 points to 16.
Hassenbrook School in January
representing Thurrock. With one
game left against William Edwards,
the title is well within their grasp.
Head of PE, Mrs Abbey Shannon,
said “They played some of the best
netball I have seen. Although the
competition was really tough, the
girls gave every game 100% effort.
See our match reports on the website
to see all of our sporting fixtures
and results.”
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“...their ‘never
say die’ attitude is
fantastic...”

Team coach, Mr Matt Clark, said
“The team played fantastically well
and deserved the trophy with a
‘never say die’ attitude after coming
from behind in their semi-final
to win in the last second with a 3
pointer.”
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WEAR IT, BEAT IT CAMPAIGN FOR BHF

The Gateway Academy students
and staff recently joined in with
the fundraising campaign for the
British Heart Foundation, raising
£826.40 with a last minute offer
from a member of staff to make the
funds up to £1,000!

Beat it’ campaign and raised this
money. We rely on our fantastic
fundraisers to enable us to continue

Staff wore items of red on the ‘Wear
it, Beat it’ day, sold cakes and raised
funds at the most recent Senior
Citizens dinner, prepared and
served especially by Hospitality & with our vital work and win the
Catering students.
fight against heart disease, so, on
behalf of the British
Fundraising Manager at the British Heart Foundation
Heart Foundation, Mrs Donna and all those who
Elliott, said “We want to express our will benefit from
thanks to all the staff, students and your
generosity,
parents at The Gateway Academy a very heartfelt
who have supported our ‘Wear it, thank you!”
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HISTORY AT HERRINGHAM

Year 2 pupils at Herringham
Primary Academy recently had
the opportunity to learn all about
The Great Fire of London, delivered
by specialist role-play company,
‘History off the page’.
The day brought a valuable learning
opportunity for the pupils through
a combination of role-play, practical
activities and hands-on experience
with facsimile artefacts.
The workshops included Barber
Surgeons, Apothecaries, Leather
Workers, Chandlers, and Weavers.
They studied the lives of, and
took on the roles of, workers and

residents of London on Monday 3rd
September 1666.
Deputy Head of School, Mrs Carole
Jacques, said “The pupils had a
fantastic day! They had a marvellous
time learning all about the history
of The Great Fire of London. They
dressed up in costumes of the era
and were fully engaged in all the
exciting activities.”
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RECEPTION PUPILS MEET THE DINOSAURS

Reception pupils at Herringham
Primary Academy had an exciting
visit to the Natural History Museum
in London as part of their class work
studying different dinosaurs.
The pupils discovered a range of
useful facts including how big a
Triceratops head is (as wide as four The journey to London also helped
pupils put together) and a claw as them identify famous landmarks
big as their hands!
along the way and it gave them
something to research when they
After having a picnic lunch together, got home.”
it was homeward bound for the
sleeping beauties, who snored all the
way home.
Class teacher, Mrs Rachel Owen,
said “The pupils had such a lovely
day learning new facts and seeing
first hand what dinosaurs used to
look like.
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LANSDOWNE GET A ‘CHANCE TO DANCE’
Year 3 pupils at Lansdowne Primary
Academy had a great opportunity
to meet a very special ballerina
from the Royal Opera House, to
show them the joy of dance as part
of the ‘Chance to Dance’ project.
The pupils were given the
opportunity to choreograph their
own dance using their topic,
Active Planet, as a stimulus.
Ballerina, Madeleine Prince, said
“I am so pleased with the progress
that they have made and can’t wait
to see the final piece when they
perform to other schools at the
Royal Opera House on 23 March.”

MATHS FOR ALL
Lansdowne Primary Academy recently
held a Maths workshop, delivered by
Thurrock Adult Community College,
for Year 3 and Year 4 pupils with their
parents. They worked alongside their
parents to discover new ways of making
Maths more fun when they are learning at
home.
Miss Clare Hall, Assistant Principal, said
“Thanks to everyone who attended, the
children and their parents had great fun!”
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PIONEER START TO BLOOM
site. The cheque was donated by
Ashley Froment, Trustee of the
Griffin Foundation Trust, and
the pupils were thrilled to have a
special visitor to their assembly.

Pupils at Tilbury Pioneer Academy
were recently treated to a very
generous donation of £200 from
Griffin Estate Agents, to enable the
Friends of Pioneer to build colourful
flower borders at the entrance to the
Academy on the Dickens Avenue

On behalf of Griffin Estate Agents,
Ashley said, “We are very happy to
donate £200 to the school for their
gardening project and hope the
children get lots of joy seeing the
colourful display every single day.”

WATER SAFETY FROM THE RNLI
Pupils at Tilbury Pioneer Academy
learned some important life
saving information from RNLI’s
Educational Volunteer, Mrs Tricia
Gurnett.
Pupils were thoroughly enthralled
by the visual aids that Tricia brought
along to help them understand
and take ‘on board’ the words of
warning about their own safety
when near water.

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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CELEBRATING 100 DAYS WITH MATHS
Numicon pegs, building with 100
Lego, Duplo or building blocks, a
100 square mosaic, decorating a
100 days hat and listening to stories
involving the number 100 – all in
one day!

Tilbury Pioneer Academy pupils
enjoyed a fantastic day of fun
activities based around the number
100 to celebrate the 100th day of the
school year. The tradition started
in Canada and is now celebrated in
many places around the world…
and now Tilbury!
Children from Reception to Year 2
were put into ‘core value’ teams,
many with their brothers and sisters,
with the older children helping the
younger ones to complete the games
and activities.
Activities were as diverse as: making
a necklace with 100 cheerios, finger
painting a tree with 100 leaves,
trying to get a ‘strike’ of 100 when
bowling, making pictures using 100

Maths coordinator, Mrs Sandra
Page, said “Apart from learning
more about maths, children were
also developing the school’s
core values through: sharing,
collaborating, helping each other
and enjoying maths.
They all
had a great
day and
we
look
forward
to having
the same
event next
year.”

14 CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

CAREERS GUIDANCE
COLLEGE	
  OPEN	
  
EVENINGS	
  

Date	
  

COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS

Time	
  

Palmer’s	
  College	
  

Tuesday	
  7	
  July	
  2015	
  

6.00	
  –	
  8.00	
  pm	
  

South	
  Essex	
  College	
  –	
  Basildon	
  

Wednesday	
  17	
  June	
  2015	
  

5.00	
  –	
  8.00	
  pm	
  

South	
  Essex	
  College	
  –	
  Grays	
  

Havering	
  College	
  –	
  Ardleigh	
  
Green	
  Campus	
  (all	
  courses)	
  
Writtle	
  College	
  

Wednesday	
  20	
  May	
  2015	
  
Tuesday	
  16	
  June	
  2015	
  

Saturday	
  25	
  April	
  2015	
  

Wednesday	
  20	
  May	
  2015	
  

5.00	
  –	
  8.00	
  pm	
  
4.00	
  –	
  8.00	
  pm	
  
10.00	
  –	
  7.00	
  pm	
  
6.00	
  -‐	
  7.30	
  pm	
  

Check out the website to see what career path Gateway staff took and
what they are doing now...’icould’ videos now on the careers page...
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
At this stage most Year 10
students will have their
placement confirmed and
know where they will be
completing work experience,
but all students will have a
suitable placement in time.
An assembly before they
start will explain everything,
including health and safety
information.
All students will be required
to attend an interview with their
employer. In preparation for this
they will have a Mock Interview
Day in school on Wednesday 15
April 2015.
Work experience is such an exciting
time in The Gateway Academy
calendar and we hope to have as
many success stories this year as in
previous years, with many of our
students being offered extended
placements, apprenticeships, part
time work and even full time jobs
upon leaving school.
If any student has any queries
relating to their work experience
please do not hesitate to contact
Miss Gray, Work Experience

16

Coordinator, in room 4-212 who
will be happy to assist in any way.
Year ll student Morgan Smith
(pictured above) was on her work
experience in 2014 at Carroll
London Markets, Fenchurch Street,
London.
Morgan said, “Work Experience
was not what I expected, it was
much better and such a different
environment from school. This
has made me want to apply for an
apprenticeship in the same area of
work which I have now done.
I also enjoyed travelling up to
London by train every day. It was a
really good experience.”

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

COMING SOON TO GATEWAY
Students need to be clear of their
homework
requirements
and
deadlines and parents should be
involved in the homework process
so they have some idea about what
their children are expected to do.

Show My Homework is a new
online package that The Gateway
Academy has invested in as part of
our on-going commitment to raising
achievement across the school and
it's coming soon!
Show My Homework is an online
system designed to make homework
easier for students, staff and parents.
Homework can be a daunting issue
for us all. Teachers need to be aware
of homework set by other teachers,
so students don't get overloaded.

Show My Homework helps with
this by storing homework in a
simple calendar which can be
viewed from the Gateway Academy
Show My Homework page.

If you have any news that you wish to share in the GLC newsletter,
please contact the editor:
Mrs Allison King
Email: communications@theglc.org.uk
DD: 01375 489072 | Mobile: 07940 959617
The Gateway Academy, Marshfoot Road, Tilbury, Essex, RM16 4LU

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GLC PUPILS CELEBRATE WORLD BOOK DAY
enrichment and enjoyment of all.
The main aim of World Book Day in
the UK and Ireland is to encourage
children to explore the pleasures
of books and reading by providing
them with the opportunity to have a
book of their own.
Gateway Learning
Community pupils in all four
Primary Academies entered into
the spirit of ‘World Book Day’
by dressing up as their favourite
character from a book.
World Book Day was designated
by UNESCO as a worldwide
celebration of books and reading,
and is marked in over 100 countries
around the globe. World Book
Day is a partnership of publishers,
booksellers and interested parties
who work together to promote
books and reading for the personal

World Book Day brings children
together to develop the love of
books and reading; just 10 minutes
a day can make a huge difference to
a child’s future.
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SUPERKIDS ‘CHANGE4LIFE’
Year 5 pupils at Gateway
Primary
Free
School,
Herringham
Primary
Academy and Lansdowne
Primary
Academy
have
recently completed a six week
‘Superkids’
programme
which covers healthy eating
and incorporates physical
exercise.

“...It helped me
understand why it
is bad to have too
much sugar and
to swap for fruit and drinks with
less sugar...”

The Extended Provision Team would
All of the pupils reported they like to thank the Change 4 Life team,
have made at least one change to Thurrock for their support and
their diet and are now doing more delivery of this programme.
physical activities generally. They
“...I thought it was
were engaged with staff facilitating
the programme who bought to life
extremely informative
the amount of sugar in drinks and
and I have learnt a lot.
popular foods, as well as providing
ideas and games to encourage more
From doing this I have
movement and healthier recipes to
started eating less junk
make at home with their families
and friends.
food...”
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YEAR 9 CREATE LIVING LANDSCAPES

Year 9 students at The Gateway
Academy have been working with
Essex Wildlife Trust on developing
one of the outdoor areas on the
Marshfoot Road site.
The area incorporates a pond,
wooded area and outdoor willow
classroom; students are now
creating a seating area made from
“The project has been a unique way
logs.
for our students to put into practice
Essex Wildlife Trust will continue the knowledge acquired in the
working with the students until classroom and apply itto a real-life
the end of the Summer term and bio-diversity venture.
have offered them the opportunity
students
have
applied
to work at the Chafford Gorge site, The
themselves in a grown-up and
located in Chafford Hundred.
mature manner which has allowed
The Extended Provision Department Essex Wildlife Trust to facilitate
at The Gateway Academy would a purposeful and educational
like to thank Essex Wildlife Trust programme of study.” Mr Huw
Breese, Head of Humanities.
for their support with this project.
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GATEWAY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 30 March to Friday 10 April
EASTER HOLIDAYS
Monday 13 April
Back to school Summer Term
Wednesday 15 April
Year 10 Mock Interviews
Tuesday 21 April
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Monday 4 May
SCHOOL CLOSED - BANK HOLIDAY
Tuesday 5 May
GCSE Exams start - check website for details
Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May
HALF TERM BREAK
Thursday 18 June
New entrants Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Monday 22 June to Friday 3 July
Year 10 Work Experience
Thursday 25 June
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 26 June
STAFF TRAINING - SCHOOL CLOSED
Friday 17 July
Year 11 Prom
Monday 27 July to Wednesday 2 September
SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Thursday 3 September & Friday 4 September
STAFF TRAINING - SCHOOL CLOSED

CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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GLC SUMMER FETES
SAVE THE DATE!

12 JUNE 2015
19 JUNE 2015
27 JUNE 2015
11 JULY 2015

