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LITTLE SHOP, BIG SUCCESS!

The ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ drama
production came to the Academy
recently, performed by Academy
and Sixth Form students.
The sell-out show, performed over hailed as ‘the best show to date.’
three nights in the Academy’s state More photographs are available to
of the art Ellis Theatre has been view on the Academy website...
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GATEWAY PRIMARY FREE SCHOOL...

Staff
and
pupils
of
the
Gateway Primary Free School
moved into their new building on
Thursday 6 March, amidst lots of
excitement from everyone involved.
The building is on the same site as
the Gateway Academy on Marshfoot
Road in Tilbury.
The transition was incredibly
smooth and went ahead without a
hitch. Head of School, Thom Martin,
said “A lot of hard work went in to
the move to the new building and

the pupils were briefed ahead of the
move via PSHE lessons, ensuring
they were not only physically ready
for the move but mentally as well.
The building will be the foundation
in our pursuit for an outstanding
school. The grounds will develop
and grow alongside the pupils and
we hope it will be a beacon for the
local community.”
Mr Kevin Sadler, CEO of the
Gateway Learning Community,
said “This is a fantastic achievement
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...MOVE IN ON TIME...

for all those involved and brings yet more
opportunities for the young people of Tilbury”
The Gateway Primary Free School was described
as at least good in every Ofsted category recently
with an outstanding judgement for progress in
reading.
Mr Sadler went on to say “the GLC is working
hard to ensure that Tilbury Manor Primary
is supported to achieve the same standard of
education.”

“...It is fantastic to see this brand
new school serve the children
of Tilbury...”

Jackie Doyle-Price also commented, “It is fantastic to see this brand new
school serve the children of Tilbury and I am so pleased to have played my
part in making it happen. The Gateway Academy continues to go from
strength to strength. This new building will house not only the primary
school, but also classrooms for the secondary academy and this has enabled
the school to expand the number of places on offer to meet local demand. It
means that more Tilbury children will be able to attend a school in Tilbury.
That is great news.”
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NEXT TOP BOSS

Sixth
Form
students
from
The Gateway Academy entered this
year’s ‘Thurrock’s Next Top Boss’
with their feet well and truly on the
throttle with ‘Car Park Solution’
and ‘SwapShop’.
‘SwapShop’ was presented to
Principal, Miss Debbie Bull, where
she agreed that the business could
be opened to students in the school.
With positive feedback, they have
been successful in starting a nonprofit, green solution to reduce,
re-use and recycle clothing within
the area. Sixth Form students have
swapped clothes or borrowed them,
others less fortunate have swapped
for smarter items of clothing

to support them in their work
experience for a very small fee. Even
staff have been in to the ‘SwapShop’
to use the clothing for teaching and
learning.
The CEO of the Gateway Learning
Community, Mr Kevin Sadler,
and
business partners from
the Cruise Terminal attended
the Sixth Form before half term, for
students to formally present their
business plan.
This nerve-wracking experience
really helped them to see what real
life business presentations are like.
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LANSDOWNE PRIMARY ACADEMY
PARTNER UP WITH ST LUKE’S HOSPICE

Lansdowne Primary Academy and
St Luke’s Hospice recently entered
into a Schools Partnership, a pledge
for both parties to support each
other, and help pupils understand
what happens in a Hospice, in a
very positive way.

Mr Richard Epps, Executive
Principal, said “We are very proud
of the parents and children in
our school. They are incredibly
generous in supporting St Luke’s
which provides an invaluable
service to the community.

A representative from St Luke’s
Hospice said, “Pupils at Lansdowne
have been the forerunners in most of
our new ideas e.g. skipping event,
kite flying and a bouncy castle
sponsored event. They also took
part in our Jubilee Jar competition
whereby they decorated large sweet
jars and filled them with coins. In
essence, it’s a true partnership and
we are delighted to present the
plaque to the staff and pupils of
Lansdowne.”

At the same time, the children are
learning how important it is to
value each day and support each
other in many different ways.”
Pictured are: Finance Officer,
Miss Kate Gopsill, Allison &
Lynn from St Luke’s Hospice and
Lansdowne Executive Principal,
Mr Richard Epps with Year 5 pupil,
Cole McKellar and Year 2 pupil,
Lilly-May Chapman-Aslett.
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BRAVE TEACHERS RAISE MONEY FOR
NSPCC

PE Teacher, Mr Clark, along with To book a specialist spa treatment at
Mr Emblem and Mr Pedley, bravely My Time Hair & Beauty call Lynne
offered to have their legs waxed in on 01375 642879.
the name of charity, raising £150.
Mr Clark said, “I have currently
Mr Clark, who is running in the raised £1,381 with £619 to go to
London Marathon, decided to reach my goal of £2,000 for the
add to the funds already raised NSPCC.
for the NSPCC and offer students
the chance to contribute and watch Students can help this by raising
their favourite three teachers feel another £150 to see the three of us
get gunged in the summer term.
the pain.
I would like to say a huge thank
Offering her services free of you to Mr Emblem and Mr Pedley
charge was Lynn Wilson, owner of for putting themselves through
‘My Time Hair & Beauty’ based in this painful experience and also to
Performer’s College in Southend Mrs Thomasson for arranging
Road, Corringham. The salon offers Lynne to come in and offer her
specialist services including top to services free of charge. Anyone
toe pampering with facials, waxing, can donate by visiting my website
body
treatments,
manicures, www.virginmoneygiving.com/
pedicures
and
hairstyling. mattclark2”
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MATHLETICAL MINDS

1ST

2ND

credit to their teachers, their parents,
and to education across Thurrock. I
would like to take this opportunity
to
thank
everyone
involved
with the organisation and also
The Gateway Academy
3rD for hosting it. Our
club is already looking
forward to next year’s
competition.”
1st Tudor Court Primary
2nd Deneholm Primary

Twenty-nine
Primary
schools
in the borough took part in
a Mathletics competition at
The Gateway Academy in Tilbury
recently. The event, organised by
the Academy and sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Grays Thurrock,
was a resounding success with the
request for it to continue next year.

3rd Tilbury Manor Primary
All pupils received a trophy and
certificate to keep, along with
Lakeside Intu vouchers to spend as
they wish.
Mr Kevin Sadler said “This was
a fantastic competition, all of the
pupils joined in so well and got on
with the job in hand. One and a half
hours of Maths is a long time but
they were focused throughout and
produced some great results.

Brian Little, President of the Rotary
Club of Grays Thurrock, said “It has
been a real pleasure and privilege
for our club to be sponsoring
this, our first Thurrock Primary
Schools Mathletics Competition. The Gateway Academy was proud
Clearly, all of the children enjoyed to host them, their behaviour was
the challenge today and worked excellent.”
exceptionally well. They were a
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NOTICE TO NEW YEAR 7 ENTRANTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 2014
Present Year 6 students will have received their offer letters for
secondary place from Thurrock Council at the beginning of March.
For other children offered a place at The Gateway Academy for
Year 7 in September 2014, they would have also received a welcome
letter and ‘New Year 7 Entrants Form’ posted from the Academy.
Please ensure this form is completed and returned to the Academy
as soon as possible, by Wednesday 2 April 2014 at the very latest.
This year we are offering staggered sessions for uniform from
2.30pm-4.30pm:
Monday 30 June 2014 - Students with surnames between A to L
Tuesday 1 July 2014 - Students with surnames between M to Z
If you are unable to attend the above dates, we have a further
uniform session on Thursday 3 July 2014 from 4.30pm.
ALL uniform orders will be available for collection during the
last week of the Summer Holidays (i.e. Tuesday 26 to Friday 29
August 2014) timings to be confirmed at a later date (please see the
Academy’s website nearer the time).
A date for your diaries, we are holding our Students and Parents
induction evening on Thursday 3 July 2014 from 5.45pm.
Should you have any questions with regards to the above
information, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Bartley
regarding school uniform, or Mrs Howard concerning the
New Year 7 Entrants Form.
Admission queries - Mrs Howard: 01375 489062
Uniform queries - Mrs Bartley: 01375 489076
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MANOR PRIMARY ENJOY HOT CHOCOLATE
AND BEDTIME STORIES

Head of School, Dan George, said
“The bedtime stories event was an
exciting opportunity for children to
develop a love of reading and was
very well attended. This event was a
true ‘back to basics’ evening which
The pupils enjoyed hot chocolate and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed.
biscuits and were suitably dressed
in their PJs ready for a traditional I think even the teachers enjoyed the
bedtime routine, involving stories traditional routine of hot chocolate,
and reading related activities with PJs and bedtime stories! We plan to
finger puppets and bookmarks. repeat the event again some time
Around 300 pupils enjoyed the event soon!”
from Nursery years all the way up
to Year 4.
Pupils at Manor Primary were
treated to a very special evening of
bedtime stories from class teachers
and the Chair of Governors,
Lynda Pritchard (pictured).
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DANCE WORKSHOPS & JAZZ HANDS

Pupils at Herringham Primary
Academy recently had the fantastic
opportunity to learn new styles of
dance and used their own everyday
actions to make personalized
routines.

Performers from shows such as
Wicked and Matilda, dancers from
Chicago and Shrek and actors from
Shared Experience and The Donmar
Warehouse have visited thousands
of schools in the last few years.

Head of School, Sam Otto, said “To
see the students involved in dance
workshops, bringing to life their
own ideas and thoughts, was nice to
The organisation, West End in see. The pupils had a great day and
Schools, is a professional London- some were surprised how creative
based theatre company that brings they were!”
top actors from the West End and
television into schools nationwide.
Six classes from Year 1, 3 and 5 took
part and thoroughly enjoyed the art
of dance through movement.
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POETRY IN MOTION AT HERRINGHAM
Five pupils from Herringham Primary
Academy recently won trophies at the
Performance Poetry Competition 2014,
held at the Civic Hall, Blackshots.
19 different schools from the area
entered the heats, which were held
at Lansdowne Primary Academy
and Kenningtons Primary Academy
and judged by members of the local
authority and secondary school staff.

POETRY
IN
MOTION
A spokesperson for Herringham said, “Herringham children were out in
force at the Thurrock Primary Schools Performance Poetry Competition
finals. We are proud to announce that we came away with two trophies!
Congratulations to Joy Amouzou-Akue who won the Year 2 individual
category and to Erika Alvarez, Mackenzie Harrison, Kacey Mizon and
Aimee Staines who took home the trophy for the Year 5/6 small group
category. A marvellous result and a massive well done to everyone who
took part.”
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GLC OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS...

The willow constructions will grow
during the Spring months with staff
The
Gateway
Academy, and students maintaining the dome
Herringham Primary Academy and as they grow.
Lansdowne Primary Academy are
now the proud owners of outdoor Each Academy has a unique design
classrooms built from willow.
constructed by Essex Wildlife Trust,
who are also on hand to give advice
The Gateway Academy’s Extended and support throughout the year on
Provision Team have been working the environment.
with Essex Wildlife Trust for some
years on various projects, the latest All students across the GLC will
being the development of an exciting be able to access this outdoor
outdoor space for students to study space, helping to inspire learning
the environment whilst enjoying the and engage students in practical
fresh air.
activities.
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...MADE FROM WILLOW
Head of School at Herringham,
Sam Otto, said “We are lucky to
have an amazing outdoor space at
Herringham and the willow dome
adds another exciting feature.
The children were thrilled when
it arrived; they love playing in it
already and we can’t wait for it to
start growing!
We are also looking forward to
adding some raised beds to our
outdoor space this year so pupils
will be able to grow their own
food.”

“...they love
playing in it
already and we
can’t wait for it to
start growing!...”
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VIVO LAS GATEWAY
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POINTS MAKE PRIZES
Education is about all-round
development not just learning
facts. Part of this is encouraging
good behaviour, giving recognition
to children when they do well and
motivating them to do more.
VIVO enables us to provide points
to reward positive behaviour.
Children can save up their VIVOs
in a personal account and exchange
them for a range of items through
their on-line ‘shop’.

VIVO allows us to be more consistent
in the way we recognise your child’s
efforts and to support your child’s
needs more effectively. Your child
gets early experience of choosing
how much to spend or save and it’s
their decision what to do with their
VIVOs.
Importantly, VIVO gives you the
opportunity to see the progress your
child is making and to celebrate,
with us, their successes.
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SLG (FORMERLY PARENT PORTAL)

Academy
Part of The Gateway Learning Community Trust

SIMS LEARNING GATEWAY

Don’t have a computer at home?
Access your child’s records at
The Gateway Academy
If you are not sure how the new system works, we can help you!
Training now available here at the Academy.
Contact Mr Heighway to place your name on the training list
Email: communications@theglc.org.uk

Improving upon our best

ACCESS YOUR CHILD’S RECORDS TO MONITOR:
ATTENDANCE, ATTAINMENT, BEHAVIOUR, REPORTS
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ATTENDANCE IS KEY...

Did you know?...
• 1 Day off per school year means
attendance will only ever reach
99.5%
• 10 Days off per school year
means attendance will only ever
reach 94.7%
• 20 Days off per school year
means attendance will only ever
reach 90%

Poor school attendance can result
in:
• Academic underachievement
• Difficulty in making or keeping
friendship groups
• Loss of child’s confidence and
self-esteem
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YEAR 11 & SIXTH FORM...
YOUR NEXT STEPS
Have you decided what you want
to do when you finish Year 11 or
Sixth Form?
If you need any help with the
following:
• Making your mind up as to what
to do in the future.
• Applying to Sixth Form/College/
University.
• Getting an apprenticeship.
• Creating a CV.
• Getting a job.
• Any other issue.
Please see Frank in Room 4-212 to
book an appointment.

Frank is in the Academy from
Tuesday to Friday
Drop in sessions are available at
the Riverside Youth Development
Centre, Quebec Road, Tilbury on
Mondays 1.30pm-3.30pm

IF ANY PARENTS/CARERS OR OLDER SIBLINGS NEED CAREERS
ADVICE, FRANK IS HAPPY TO HELP - Contact Frank via
email: fthompson@thurrock.gov.uk or telephone: 07823 326024

Dates for your diary...
Year 11 Leavers Assembly - Thursday 22 May
Sixth Form Leavers Celebrations - Friday 27 June
Prom - Tuesday 15 July
A Level Results Day - Thursday 14 August
GCSE Results Day - Thursday 21 August
CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk

YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEWS
Year
10
students
at
the
Gateway Academy were patting
themselves on the back after
successfully completing a day of
mock interviews, delivered by
industry professionals from across
the borough.
Students arrived fully prepared,
dressed to impress with CVs and
letters of application ready for the
task in hand. The interviewers
gave their feedback for all students
including “the students were very
polite and a credit to the Academy”
and “a very well organised event,
the students presented themselves
in a professional manner”

“...students
presented
themselves in
a professional
manner...”
Academy spokesperson said, “Well
done to each and every one of our
students for a superb, productive
and successful day. The interviewers
gave such positive feedback that
no less than 42 students have been
awarded with the ‘Outstanding
Interview’ accolade!”
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YEARBOOK

Year 11 Yearbook
Calling all Year 11s

Yearbook payments needed
- £19 per book
Photographs needed by
Friday 25 April 2014!
See your committee members for further
details and to hand in your photographs...
Rachael Driscoll
Taylor Hamlet
Jessica Scerri
Julia Skiba
or
Mrs Jones
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De Rougemont Manor
Great Warley Street
Brentwood
Essex CM13 3JP

Tickets £40 including 3 course meal and
all soft drinks throughout the evening

YEAR 11 PROM
TUESDAY 15 JULY 2014
DE ROUGEMONT MANOR

PROM
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PARENTAL HELP AND ASSISTANCE

The Ormiston Children and Families Trust
and The Gateway Academy are delighted to
be able to offer The Triple P Positive Parenting
Program which gives parents simple and practical
strategies to help them confidently manage their
children’s behaviour, prevent problems developing
and build strong relationships.
5 weekly meetings followed by 3 weekly catch up
telephone sessions and one last meeting at
the end to see how everyone has got on.

www.triplep.net

Helen Ellis

Mobile: 07867385162 Email: Helen.ellis@ormiston.org
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EXAM TIME!
Exam timetables are available to view on
the Academy website - make sure you check
regularly for updates or adjustments...
See Mrs Stone, Exams Officer, if in doubt!

If you have any news that you wish to share in
the GLC newsletter, please contact the editor:
Mrs Allison King
Email: communications@theglc.org.uk
DD: 01375 489072 | Mobile: 07940 959617
The Gateway Academy
Marshfoot Road
Tilbury
Essex
RM16 4LU
CHECK OUT OUR GLC WEBSITE - www.theglc.org.uk
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