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Welcome to the Summer issue of The Community Voice, bringing you news from your local community and schools. This
issue we have focussed on the influences of technology in the
lives of both young and old and how it has progressed from the
simple traffic light.
Also, this issue, we cast our eyes into the lives of the schools
in our community and see what they’ve been up to this term.
At The Community Voice we aim to inform you about your
community while providing you with other interesting content
to read. We would love for you to help us achieve our aim by
sending us your own stories.
Please email: communityvoice@theglc.org.uk.

The Community Voice
Editorial Team

Cover Picture:
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Welcome to the Summer Edition of

Robyn Minter
Georgia Weaver
Daniel Johnson
EJ Ozigbo
Students at The Gateway
Academy

Publication Design by Ben Darby

Leona Philip (far-left), Ben
Darby (far-centre),
Paige Philip (far-right), Ellie
Harris (near-left)
and Alanya Merrigan (near-r
ight). Absent
from the photo is Taylor Bar
ker.
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Wireless Signalling
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Ever wondered about videogames, about
how people go about programming them
or how they create the graphics for them?
Yes? Well then, this is the article for you.
Videogames were first created in 1947 by
Thomas D Goldsmith Jnr who created a
game called the Cathode Tube. It was a
missile simulator based on WW2 but, as
you would imagine, it wasn’t exactly the
best game in the world. Nowadays we have
increased our knowledge on programming
and computer science and have therefore
created more hi-tech games. We have
also developed more platforms for gaming
as well as having modified some that are
not necessarily made for gaming. An ideal
example of this is the personal computer
(PC). The PC was never designed for
gaming but companies, such as Alienware,
make PCs designed to give the best
performance and, if you have the money,
there are a lot of companies that will let you

children are playing games above their
age. But who can blame them! After all,
the best game of 2012 was Far Cry 3 by
Ubisoft, an 18 game about surviving on a
pirate-ridden island using guns, cars and
witnessing lots and lots of blood. This said,
Now for the games! There are a lot of don’t rule out the child-friendly games until
categories into which we can sort games you’ve tried them.
but I’m going to tell you about the main two
categories used across the world. These Nowadays there are lots of ways to
are PEGI and the “bit” system. PEGI purchase and play games, the classic way
categorises the age restriction on games being by going to a shop and purchasing
using PEGI 3, 7, 12, 15 and 18. This tells a disc. One alternative is Steam, a free
you that you need to be above the given program created by Valve, which allows
age to purchase the game. The “bit” system you to purchase and instantly download
categorises graphics using 16, 32 and 64 your games onto your computer. PSN
bit graphics, 16 being a pixel game and 64 (PlayStation Network) and XBOX Live also
being a very high quality piece of software. allow you to do this on your console.
There are also lots of genres ranging from Videogames are one of the most popular
pastimes in the world for children and
action and adventure to puzzle games.
adults alike. If you weren’t already hooked,
The bestselling games tend to be above you should be now!
PEGI 7 and as a result of this many
design your own custom-built computer.
Companies such as Chillblast and PC
Specialist let you do just that. Besides PC
use, the more popular choices are PS3
and XBOX.

1927 - Television was
Implemented into Lives

1923
- The
Film w First Sou
n
as Cr
eated d

1956 - Video Cassette
Recorder was Invented
1992 - The First Text
Message is Sent from a Phone

1937 - The Photocopier
was Introduced

Ch-ch-ch-changes in Technology

Every week of every year we are witnessing
extraordinary advances in technology.
Here we take a look at some of the
biggest and most life changing changes in
technology between 1901 and 2013.

Advances continue to be made daily with
‘tech-heads’ following every move made
by phone, computer and game console
companies in the race to be the first to
have the latest gadget. Watch this space!
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2012 - The Creation of the
iPhone5
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breaking iPad in 2010.

2010 - The Apple iPad
came to the Market
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2003 - The use of Wi-Fi
Signals was Introduced

l in

Looking at the first half of the 20th century,
technological advances ranged from
homecare to travel to entertainment. In
1901, the vacuum was invented. This made
cleaning much quicker and easier, giving
women in those days more free time. Just
two years later, Orville and Wilbur Wright
invented the aeroplane which would lead
to international travel becoming much
more efficient. In 1907, the helicopter was
invented and this was closely followed in
1908 with the first electric car.

websites all over the world, was created
in 1990. Google was created in 1998 and
is the world’s most used search engine.
Wi-Fi was invented five years later giving
us access to the internet without the
hassle of wires and connections. In the
same year, the Nintendo DS was created,
making gaming more mobile for children
and adults alike. One of the biggest video
sharing websites in the world, Youtube,
was first brought to the public in 2005.
Social-networking site, Twitter, was then
opened in 2006 letting people share their
thoughts and activities with ‘followers’,
and sometimes even celebrities! In recent
years, Apple has been at the fore of
The World Wide Web (or internet to technological advances with their release
you and I), which lets us access all the of the first iPhone in 2007 and the ground

2008 - The First Android
Smartphone Became Available

1970 - Pocket Calculators
were Designed

Whilst films had been around for a while,
they had been silent. In 1923, the first
sound film was made.

The latter half of the 20th century saw
technology advance primarily around
computing and communication. However,
the microwave – an invention from
1946 – must not escape a mention; it is
a device which people nowadays are
heavily reliant upon due to their busy and
demanding lifestyles. In 1965, the first
desktop computer was invented. Moving
to entertainment, the first ever video game
was created in 1968. Just five years later,
in 1973, the first virus wall was developed
which alerts you of any websites that may
cause disruption to your computer..

By
Taylor Barker
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This year the mobile phone turns 40, but has this Every minute of every day, 100,000 tweets are
sort of boost in technology created a society that sent, 2 million queries are searched for on Google,
48 hours of video clips are uploaded to YouTube,
will die if there is a power cut?
3,600 photos are uploaded to Instagram, and
Each day people are talking more than ever but we 684,478 links are shared on Facebook.
are not actually talking. People are on their phones
24/7, even on dates. Is this new trend going to The multi-national company, Apple, said that its
carry on or is it going to crash? Read this article sales of the iPhone have risen by 142%, with
iPad sales having increased by 183%. Nowadays,
and you’ll find out…
children as young as five are being given access
Families are now sitting together, but texting each to this technology, including iPhones worth up to
other! More people are spending the vast majority £500.
of their time on their phones texting, BBMing
and iMessaging instead of actually talking. This The use of social networking sites has doubled
is ridiculous! If this trend in behaviour continues, since 2007, with Americans spending 16% of their
speech will become obsolete in the next 100 years. day on sites such as Facebook. They can instantly
chat with a friend, whereas 50 years ago the only
It is estimated that 4.6 billion people are said to way to communicate with people was to write to
have mobile phones with people spending on them or get up and visit them.
average of 144 minutes on them each day. That is
a shocking 16.8 hours a week taken out their lives! Each day people are communicating more and
more, but when was the last time you had a
one-to-one conversation with someone?

Tilbury Town train station has recently undergone a Spring
transformation as local council members planted a variety of
plants around the station. These plants shall be maintained for
approximately one year by Thurrock Mind. This project has been
funded by both C2C and the Government’s Community First
programme. This is the follow up to a recent project to install
lifts at the station to make all platforms wheelchair-friendly. It is
believed that the project will bring positive feedback from people
both local and visiting.

By
Taylor Barker

By Paige Philip

Literary Arts Festival 2013
Just as we are going to press, the third festival
is underway entertaining our staff, students,
parents / carers and the local community.
Students in the GLC have already been
entertained by a puppet theatre company and
have performed for the first time in the newly
formed GLC choir and verse group. Students
of all ages sang together and recited poetry
to a full audience. They also enjoyed poetry
from our guest poet Lanre Sulola who inspired
students and adults alike.
We are looking forward to students from the
Gateway Academy entertaining us again with
their Performing Arts Showcase and Lanre
is coming back to work with our students
on their creative writing skills and literary

understanding.
When you read this
magazine the festival will
have ended but we hope
that you will have managed to
enjoy some of the great activities on
offer including free cinema, a Michael Jackson
tribute evening, Storytelling, Summer Pamper
Event and Strictly Gateway ‘Strawberry Tea’
dance for senior citizens in aid of Breast
Cancer Care.
This will be an annual event so look out for
next year’s festival in July 2014.
Contact ellistheatre@theglc.org.uk for more
details or visit our website www.theglc.org.uk

Community News
Supported by
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Get to the Gleek!
What began as a small G and T group for
Year 7, 8, and 9 students has transformed
into a Glee Club at The Gateway Academy
thanks to Miss Matthews, a music teacher,
who saw a Glee competition advertised
on a poster decided to spread the word
at school.

well-known TV show Glee. Nowadays,
Glee Clubs are generally known as The
Gleeks and they organise various charity
events to raise money for new props and
costumes, such as running bake sales.
Our own Glee Club have also been
sponsored by Mr Sadler!

A Glee Club is a group who all possess the
same musical talents but use them in their
own unique way. The club is comprised
of both male and female voices and, with
this talented group, there are 16 members
from Year 7 to 13.

The Glee Club have performed
seventeen times to date,
most
recently appearing at Thameside
Theatre in Grays in front of a full
house for what was described as
a ‘spectacular’ performance which
received a standing ovation!

The first Glee Club was founded in Harrow
School, London in 1787. Glee Clubs were
very popular in the UK from then until
the mid-1850s, but were then gradually
superseded by choral societies. By the
mid-20th century, true glee clubs were no
longer common.
In recent years, Glee Clubs have made
a comeback – largely thanks to the

Chocolate Day

By Leona Philip

So what is next for the Glee Club? They
want to sing in lots of different countries
all over the world and have hopes to take
part in Comic Relief next year! They have
also hinted that they would like to perform
at the Boardwalk at Lakeside Shopping
Centre. Students who are a part of the
Glee Club said that they all ‘love every
single bit of it.’ May the Gleeks go on
forever!

On 3rd May, Year 4 students had a
chocolate day because their topic was
based on Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory. The day included activities such
as: dressing up as our favourite characters,
making truffles with Mr Newell, researching
chocolate, and chocolate tasting.
Billy Lee, a student in 4C, said ‘I really
enjoyed our chocolate-themed day! My
favourite part was tasting the delicious
chocolate. I also dressed up as Mike
Teeve!’

The Gatewa

y Gleeks
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Katie Glumart Celebrating
Chocolate Day

Herringham P
rimar
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Ac a d

Louise Norman, also in 4C, said ‘I loved
our Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
day. The best bit of our day has to be
the experience of making the truffles Herringham Primary
Acade y Rep
orters:
with Mr Newell but dressing up as Violet Nathan Fuller (left), Katie Gm
lumart (centre
Farran Baile
y
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)
Beauregard was great fun too!”
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Our
Schools

Thurrock’s Next T

op Boss

The sixth form recently entered a massive
business competition called ‘Thurrock’s
Next Top Boss.’ We worked extremely
hard and dedicated hours of time to our
project. We partnered up with Lloyds TSB
and were given a very important task: to
research opening a branch in Lakeside.
After four months of perusing information,
following leads and collecting data, we
finally had to present our findings in front
of 14 bank managers, including a regional
manager. This was both exciting and
terrifying, but hard work definitely pays
off because, just two weeks later, they
passed our presentation and information
over to the board of directors, who are now
using OUR data to finish the planning. We
helped Lloyds open a new branch in our
local shopping centre!
		

Green Project
Another assignment which we have
worked on recently was to help
make our world that little bit greener.
Bearing in mind that the highest-paid
scientists in the world have the same
task as us mere school kids, we found
ourselves with a colossal task in front
of us. However we managed to invent
a device to heat water without electricity
or gas and resulting in no pollution. It
also uses 100% recyclable material: the
food waste from the canteen. This made
our invention 100% green. The project
worked so well that we actually heated
our celebration tea with it!
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Year 6 Theatre Work
A big well done to the talented team that
performed for us at Lansdowne Primary
Academy this week. They managed to
get all of the children and adults on their
feet trying out impressive body popping,
amazing beatboxing and incredible street
dancing. Beatboxing, which has become a

Form at
The Gateway Sixth
p Boss
Thurrock’s Next To

Theatre Works
hop at Lansdo
wne
Primary Acade
my

The Awards Ceremony

At the awards ceremony, we were against 22 other schools. Bankers, businesspeople,
and council workers were in attendance; it was an amazing experience! Our months
of hard work and being pushed into the deep end most definitely were worth it. Our
sixth form managed to win 2nd place in every award and I grabbed the award for
‘Outstanding Leadership.’ This was a massive achievement for us all and we have
learned so much.
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It was a great experience for the year
group and all of the students really enjoyed
it. Thank you to all of the teachers who
planned and taught us on the day!

The Gateway Six
th Form Articles
By Harry Rodell

Academy Reporters:
Lansdowne Primary
left),
dul Shodipe (centre
Ab
ft),
(le
Maggie Byron
Haslett (right)
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nd
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,
ht)
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e
Serena Veizi (centr

recent craze, is a form of vocal percussion
primarily involving the art of producing
drum beats, rhythm and musical sounds
using the mouth, lips, tongue, and voice.
One of the highlights of the performance
was watching the team improvising and
creating a song on the spot. There was
a buzz of excitement throughout the hall!
Jack Ruse, David Johnson, Mope Sajowa
and Kris Chikimbindi were some of the
few people who had the courage to dance
in front of their peers. Mope, a talented
dancer, was showing lots of his astonishing
moves along with the other boys. Diversity
had better watch out!
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GPFS Summer Highlights!

Readathon 2013
The GPFS recently took part in a readathon. Every
single student was given a sponsorship card to collect
money for three charities: CLIC Sargent, Roald Dahl’s
Marvellous Children’s Charity, and ReadWell. There was
also the added bonus that 20% of the money raised is
returned to us to buy new books for our school. We had
one week to read as many books and collect as much
money as we possibly could. The school has raised a
fantastic £224.70. Well done to everyone involved!

hon

The GPFS Readat

Year 6 Quasar Trip
On the Wednesday 20th March, Year 6 had an
amazing reward trip for good behaviour: we
went to Basildon Bowl where we played two
games of Quasar. All of the children had great
fun and couldn`t stop laughing. They were split
into two teams, a red team and a blue team,
and the teams were led by Ms Allen and Ms
Luckin. The children loved it; fingers crossed
we will get to go again!

GPFS Reporte
rs: Riley Webb
(left)
and Daisy Smith
(right)

Bean
Pirates of the Curry
On Thursday 18th July, the GPFS will be performing
The Pirates of The Curry Bean. It will be performed at
7pm in the The Gateway Academy’s Ellis Theatre. Our
students and teachers have been working extremely
hard at rehearsals. Please come along to support us at
this exciting production!
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Community Day 2013

Students from Gateway Academy and Gateway Primary Free School held their fourth
Community Day in June. They worked with a variety of organisations assisting with
projects that local community groups will benefit from. Each year students and staff
volunteer their services and thoroughly enjoy the experience of giving something
back.
We would like to thank all of the organisations that we worked with during our fourth
community day:
ASDA
Condovers Scout Activity Centre
Davy Down
Essex Wildlife Trust
Grangewaters
Langdon Hills: Westley Heights
Mardyke Woods
Sainsbury’s
Thurrock Council
Thurrock Lifestyle Solutions
Tilbury Children’s Centre
Treetops School
We would also like to thank Jack Petchey Foundation for their continued support and
financial contribution towards this event.
Some of the pictures show the various tasks they were involved in when they left
Gateway Academy. In addition to this we offered car washing and cakes to those that
visited Gateway Academy during the day, all services undertaken with a smile!
A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO ALL STAFF AND STUDENTS FROM GATEWAY
ACADEMY AND GATEWAY PRIMARY FREE SCHOOL.
Look out for our date for next year and contact us if you would like us to help.

Jack Petchey Leader Aw

ard

Earlier this year, Mrs Pat Maher our school Library Manager was awarded the prestigious Jack Petchey
Leader award by The Mayor of Thurrock, Cllr Yash Gupta MBE at the Civic Hall.
This is an annual award given to one member of Gateway Academy staff. Mrs
Maher is a worthy winner whose work epitomises The Gateway Academy and Jack
Petchey Foundation ethos. She is an exceptional member of staff whose courage and
determination is an example to us all. She is firm but fair with students and gives freely
of her time, knowledge and experience.
This award enabled The Gateway Academy to successfully apply for funding for a
library project that will benefit all of our students. Mrs Maher is now in the process
of implementing the Supporting Exam Success project, which includes purchasing a
range of exam revision materials for the school library.
Congratulations once again to Mrs Maher.
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OPERA

BENJAMIN BRITTEN

CHILDREN’S

Southend Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs
present

Children’s Opera NOYE’S FLUDDE Benjamin Britten
Featuring professional soloists, musicians from the Britten Sinfonia,
Youth Orchestras and animals played by children from local schools

17th July, 7.30pm
London Cruise Terminal, Tilbury RM18 7NG

Tickets FREE
Thameside: 0845 300 5264
or Tilbury Library

19th July, 7.30pm
Southwark Cathedral, London SE1 9DA

PHOTO WITH KIND PERMISSION OF SOUTHEND MUSEUMS SERVICE

TICKETS £5: www.eventbrite.co.uk

is supported and funded by

