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Message from CEO....
As we approach Christmas, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has worked so hard to develop the Gateway Learning Community. We are now
a group of five local schools working together to raise standards of learning for all.
As a partnership, our young people are attending school more regularly than before
and are achieving more highly than ever before.
It is clear to me that when our communities of Tilbury and Chadwell St Mary pull
together there is nothing that we can’t achieve. We can be world beating and can
counter our critics by demonstrating what we can achieve. When our young people,
our teachers and support staff, our governors and parents and our school leaders all
pull in the same direction, wonderful things can happen.
We will always have problems to overcome, but there are no barriers that are too
high for us, together, to conquer. So once again, as we approach the festive season,
I would like to send my heartfelt thanks and best wishes to you all.
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Day in the Life of

k

The Mayor of Thurroc

Wow, it’s great to be here were my
first words as a newly sworn in Mayor.
I felt great pride as my family and
friends looked up from the benches
in the council chamber. The evening
was a whirlwind of congratulations
and photo posing with my sister, the
Mayoress. It was many weeks later
that I stopped pinching myself and
asking, “Is it true, am I the Mayor?
Why me? What did I do to deserve
such a great honour? This event was
totally unexpected when I arranged to
attend my son’s wedding in America,
so I was absent for three weeks almost
immediately and relied on Sue Gray,
my deputy to cover my absence.
I’d had no training for this role. I decided
that I should consult previous Mayors
and my secretary to understand what
was expected and what were the
protocols. Meanwhile the invitations
were coming in daily to open this
fete, or to attend that function. I soon
realised how busy the Mayor’s life was
going to be.
The most important decision was,
how could I make “the Mayor” work
for the Thurrock residents. I chose
to concentrate my time, inside the
Thurrock boundaries, promoting and
supporting Thurrock and the Council.
I had been leading on sport, had a
strong belief in healthy living and
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wanted to reach those Thurrock people
who were working tirelessly for their
communities. I asked my secretary
to write to schools, sports clubs and
voluntary organisations, to offer my
services. I asked the Council to arrange
visits to each of the fifty care homes in
the borough.
The responses were magnificent. The
ladies had their hair done for the special
visit of the Mayor. The little children sat
enthralled at the sight of the Mayors
finery. The sports champions grew six
inches when told how amazing they
were. This is the power of the badge
and what it gives to the wearer.
I look forward to the next six months
with hope that I can do my best to
be the best. An aspiration difficult to
achieve, bearing in mind the calibre of
previous Mayors.
Please view this video
http://austinfaure.kulu.net/view/
HhH5KPHSVew

News from the
Tilbury Riverside Project
The Tilbury Riverside Project has been
very busy this year organising events
for the town. Hundreds of people
enjoyed the free Tilbury Family Fest &
Big Lunch on the Anchor field on 21st
August where the Tilbury Youth Club
ran children’s activities.

The 100 Year Anniversary of WW1 was held in Tilbury Fort, and was another free
event which included re-enactment and showcased traditional WW1 work skills.
Most importantly, it gave everyone an opportunity to remember those who had
lost their lives fighting for their country.

Guided walks around Tilbury and Gravesend were also a big part of this past
year. Free guided walks were offered every first Thursday of the month and gave
the community a chance to learn and appreciate the rich heritage of the area as
well as keeping physically active.

The annual Christmas lights switch on was a festive affair with all local schools
taking part including the Gateway Academy.

Contact us.....

For more information about the Tilbury Riverside Project please
phone Annie 01375-859911 or email annie@tilburyriverside.co.uk.
Visit www.tilburyandchadwellmemories.org.uk for more photos of
Tilbury and Chadwell.
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Coffee Morning for MacMillan...
The Chadwell St Mary Centre hosted its first coffee morning to raise money
for MacMillan Cancer Support on Thursday 30th October in Chadwell St Mary
Library. The turnout was excellent and £150.39 was raised for this charity which
is close to many people’s hearts.
Thanks to Annette Lewis for organising the event, to the Centre’s Volunteers
for all their efforts, to everyone who baked such scrumptious cakes and to
everyone that came along and supported this worthy cause.

Chadwell St Mary Centre is a community hub run by volunteers, serving people
living in the local area. Volunteering is a great way to make friends, learn new skills
and develop those you already have. In the competitive job market, employers are
impressed by people that have volunteered and gained valuable experience. So if
you think volunteering could be for you,
email: info@chadwellstmarycentre.org.uk or come and visit us on Monday or
Thursday in Chadwell Library between 10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. (excluding Bank
Holidays)
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News from the
Tilbury Community Hub...
I have recently taken up the position
as the chairperson for the Community
Hub (as of 9th September 2014).
I therefore Chair the Community
Hub and the Steering Group. I live in
Thurrock and I have local connection
with Tilbury through my Karate Club
which has been established in Tilbury
for the past 11 years. The Steering
Group is also made up of local residents
and local businesses so we all have a
vested interest in the success of this
project.
I thought it would be useful to explain
what a community hub is. A Community
Hub is a building or buildings that
are accessible to all groups in the
neighbourhood or area that it serves.
It is a multi-purpose community centre
providing a range of high quality and
cost effective services to the local
community, with the potential to
develop new services in response to
the changing community needs. The
Hub will be run by volunteers which
we are planning to recruit from the
residents of Tilbury.
A Community Hub will have strong
working relationships with other
local community services/groups/
businesses. For example, tenant halls/
rooms, children’s centres, nurseries,
extended schools and faith groups.
Community Hubs should also be a base
for outreach and signposting people to

other local services.
The Tilbury Hub Steering Group
are looking to provide interim
accommodation for the Tilbury
Community Hub at either, Tilbury
Housing Office or Tilbury Library, both
premises are situated at the top of Civic
Square.
We held a stakeholder event at two
locations within Tilbury on 26th
November 2014. The purpose of
the event was to inform, promote
and encourage local interest in this
Community Hub. It was also used as
an opportunity to recruit and train
volunteers who will be running the Hub
and reflect the local community.
The TCH steering group is looking
to have the TCH up and running by
February 2015.

By
Bill Martin,
TCH Chairman
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Clock Tower
Celebrations!
The Clock Tower in Tilbury’s Civic Square took pride of
place at a community celebration that brought people from
Thurrock’s diverse communities together at the Gateway Academy
Court Yard Café.
The amazing replica cake was commissioned by One Community
Development Trust. Chair, Sarah Bryant, said: “It’s the Clock Tower’s 80th
anniversary this year. Did you know it was built in 1934 with money sent
by people living in Tilbury, Canada? It was later refurbished and dedicated
as a memorial to the World Wars. We think it’s an excellent reflection of
community spirit and oneness.”
The heritage cake was a fitting end to a series of community activities
grant-funded by Thurrock Council in association with Thurrock CVS.
One Community Project Coordinator, Yewande Kannike, said: “Over the
summer local people enjoyed family friendly trips to the Olympic Park
and Science Museum. The
Celebration event at one of our
partner organisation’s venue
at the Gateway Academy gave
everyone a chance to get
together and have a bit of a
boogie – even the Mayor of
Thurrock joined in!’
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Young Entrepreneur...
Rhys McArdle Year 11
I’ve always had an interest in
business since a very early age. I
started my first project when I was
13 and sold a variety of gifts. I had
received an investment from a family
member, of around £150 and within
two weeks I turned it into just under
£350 by selling to family members,
at events and at home parties. I ran
a few projects after this; some were
more successful than others and you
can read more about them on my
website. www.rhysmcardle.co.uk
I am now concentrating on my latest
project; Rhys McArdle Designs,
which I set up during the summer
holidays in 2014. After creating
a range of greetings cards and
stationery designs, I finally selected
36 that I was really proud of, along
with a range of scented candles,
gift wrap and notebook collections
which I will launch in January
2015. I use materials of the highest
quality and they are all made in the

UK. The environment is important
to me and our printers gained their
Certification of Members with the
Forest Stewardship Council, meaning
that all board types are eco-friendly
and excellent quality.
I plan to become a Limited Company
next year and have had a number of
retail outlets who have expressed
an interest in stocking my products.
It really is a great feeling to create
your own brand and hopefully what
will become a successful business. I
would strongly encourage anyone to
start a business if it’s something that
interests them, even if it’s a
hobby that you would like to take
further.
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Launch of
Tilbury Pioneer Academy...

Interview with student...

Pelumi Adeyemi-Adeoye

Did you enjoy the launch day for your new school on
10th October 2014?
Yes I did, I really liked it. On the day a group of us had to speak in front of a lot
of people including the Mayor, our group read out what our core values meant
to us and my one was “Respect – to admire or show consideration to others”.
The whole school also sang two songs and used some sign language.

‘Stretchers Group’ is a provision for our more
able pupils. The focus is to stretch the children via
tasks, puzzles, conundrums and conversations.

We asked Pelumi if the ‘Stretchers Group’ did
anything specific on the day?
Yes we took groups of people on tours of the school and showed them all the
classes including the nursery – also our ‘skeleton’ in the cupboard!
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Did you do anything special at the end of the day?
We each had a balloon to let go even though it was raining, it was quite funny
as the rain made the balloons quite heavy but most of them still went up in
the sky.

Are you proud of your school?
Yes, we are always learning about different things; today we learnt about
Florence Nightingale. I like it that all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are in one
building and see each other all the time and I like the colour purple with our
new uniforms and school/PE bags.

Do you enjoy being with all the other children and
adults in your new school?
Yes, I have lots of friends – almost everyone in the school!

Pelumi Adeyemi-Adeoye
Year 2 Student
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Royal Ballet Audition -

Joel Tokan

My name is Joel Tokan. I am 10 years old and I go to Herringham
Primary Academy. Three years ago we had some people come
into school from The Royal Ballet, Chance to Dance programme
who showed us the basic moves in ballet. I enjoyed it and wanted
to progress, so I found out about pursuing this. I have been part
of the Royal Ballet Chance to Dance programme for 3 years now.
In September this year I achieved something amazing. I got
through the audition to get in to the Royal Ballet School in Covent
Garden. I was shocked and very proud to have been selected.
There were 995 boys that auditioned and I was one of only 17
that got through.
When I’m there I feel free and serene
knowing that one day I might be part
of a famous performance and be a
professional ballet dancer.

Page

12

Extra-Curricular

Activities

Two of our schools most popular
clubs are Pyramid Club for Year 2
and the Technical Soccer School
run in association with West Ham
United.
Pyramid Club is especially designed
for Year 2 students and is a great
way for them to gain confidence
and make new friends. The aim of
the club is to provide children with
a positive environment and new
experiences. Pictured are Alfie
Arch and Millie Sparks with models
they have made.
Also pictured is Ka Ho who explains
how the soccer school helps him.
Ka Ho explained “Football training

is a great way to improve your
football skills and is good exercise
to keep your body fit. The coaches
keep you on task and make the
training fair for everyone involved;
sometimes they even give you
treats if you work hard. Football
can be a dangerous game and you
can get injured, but the coaches
make sure that we play safely. This
club has helped me to join the
football team and it could help you
too’.

Notice...

you would like
wne Primary Academy and
If your child attends Lansdo
the above please contact:
further information on any of
uk
gavin.macalear@theglc.org.
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Life at the

GPFS...

Izzy Sherwood Year 6

When I first came to the Gateway Primary Free School back in June 2014 as
a Year 5, it was a little confusing and very exciting at the same time. Back
then it was very quiet and empty.
Now coming back and being in Year 6, there is a huge difference, some
familiar faces in a different, but very special and colourful brand new
building. At first I was uncomfortable and confused about the new Free
School; new building, new playground, rules and the morning dance (that
we have never done before).
I soon got used to the routine of the Free School and now understand why
they bought us in before the rest of the children, so we can show them how
to behave and do things the Free School way. I think this is a really good
school for the community and I feel that it will help us all in the future.
Coming to the Free School has shown me how to behave properly and if we
don’t there are consequences, but the teachers try all they can before it gets
to this point and try to keep us on an onward and upward path. Most of all
the teachers really do care about us and our learning.
This school also offers so much for us to do to better ourselves and things to
be able to help us in life out of school. We have plenty of after school clubs
that we can join and these range from sport, singing and even drawing or
Lego club. Some children have been chosen by their class peers to become
School Councillors and some children have become part of a lunch time team
called P.A.L.S which includes helping out the staff with the younger children
and being head of a game during the lunch period.
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I hoped you have enjoyed reading about my start to the Free
school and I really am looking forward to the rest of my time here
and improving upon my best.

THE ROTARY CL
UB
OF
GRAYS THURRO
CK

Thurrock Primar
y Schools
Mathletics Compe
tition

We are delighte
d to be working
aga in with
Gateway Academ
y who will be hos
ting the
event in their Elli
s Theatre on
Thursday 26 th Feb
ruary 2015.
Iain Ramsay - Pre

sident
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Excellence in

Writing Skills...
By Lucy Colbert

KS4

This is an excerpt from a piece of KS4 work by Lucy Colbert in response
to the following question: -

How are the parental-child relationships presented
to us in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and a
selection of poetry?
Lucy introduces her essay: Whilst exploring Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet I
have stumbled on many themes that can be compared and contrasted to poems
such as: On My First Sonne by Ben Johnson, Catrin by Gillian Clarke, Follower
by Seamus Heaney and Shakespeare’s Crabbed Age and Youth. This essay will
explore parental relationships and discuss themes and flaws.
Romeo and Juliet and the poem On
My First Sonne both share the theme
of ‘love’. On My First Sonne is about
a loving father that laments the death
of his seven year old child. Both share
a theme of ‘love and tragedy.’
Lucy Colbert explores this in detail,
comparing and contrasting each piece
of literature, including quotations
that illustrate her arguments, whilst
analysing the language, character
relationships and themes, some of
which are veiled.
b
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Lucy alludes to similarities
between relationships in the

literature she is comparing. This is
evident in Catrin where the primary
theme is Catrin’s mother restricting
her independence, starting at the
point where she gave birth to her
daughter, “I can remember you, our
first Fierce confrontation, the tight
Red rope of love which we both
Fought over” Lucy discusses the use of
metaphor in this poem “the tight red
rope” used to describe the struggles
of labour. This metaphor is referred to
again in the poem so that the reader
can deduce that the ‘tightening rope’
is the painful realisation that Catrin is
growing up.

Lucy considers Crabbed Age and
Youth by Shakespeare. She notices
that he uses simile to illustrate the
differences between young and old
and how these opposites struggle to
live together. This can be compared
to the relationship between Romeo
and his father, Lord Montague in
Romeo and Juliet.
Lucy goes onto explore the ‘respect’
theme in more detail in the Follower
by Seamus Heaney. As a child he
respects his father. Heaney says “His

shoulders globed like a full sail strung
between the shafts and furrow. The
horse strained at his clicking tongue.”
This quote illustrates the attention
he paid to his father, describing
every detail, noting his dad’s
muscular body which is ideal for his
job and his ability to communicate
with his horses by using his ‘clicking
tongue.’ Heaney uses farming terms
throughout; ‘mapping,’
‘hob-nailed wake,’ ‘sod’ and ‘furrow,’
reiterating the respect he held for his
father who was his role model and
inspiration for his own ambition.

The piece ends with Heaney saying “I was a nuisance, tripping, falling, yapping
always. But today it is my father who keeps stumbling behind me, and will not
go away.” Lucy notices that this is similar to Crabbed Age and Youth which
infers that youth is full of energy and age is seen as a weakness.
In the Follower the father has earned his son’s respect, contrasting with Lord
Capulet in Romeo and Juliet who hopes that by forcing Juliet to marry Paris,
he will gain respect and status from others.
Lucy comes to the conclusion that love and respect are the most significant
themes of the parental and child relationship within the texts.

To ready Lucy Colbert’s essay in full, please visit

www.theglc.org.uk
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Excellence in

Writing Skills...
em....

o
Rememberance Day P
The sun has set
Below the hill
The sound of guns
Forever tranquil
Not long ago
The battle raged
And many died
At a young
And loved age
They fought for nations
To protect
What is right
For life, we respect
Those solemn souls
Who lived, long ago
So pick up your face,
And hold it high
Though we are dead
But, Fought for what is right
So face the foe
With no fear or regret
Now we meet
To recall
The sacrifice
Paid by all
We grieve
Not alone,
But together,
Warm not cold.
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By
David Okafor

KS3

Rememberance Day...
1,600 studens at the Gateway
Academy & Gateway Primary
Free School from four to eighteen
years old, gathered together in
the Courtyard on the Marshfoot
Road site in Tilbury on Tuesday,
to remember the fallen and offer
two minutes reflective silence.
Special poems were read by year
10 students Joshua Agunbiade,

Niamh Campbell-Mayer, Prabh
Devgun and Year 9 student David
Okafor. Mrs White, teacher of
Music at the Gateway Academy
also performed the Last Post,
the sincerity of the moment was
deeply felt by all.

Lest we forget....
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Yacht Race...
When Mr Sadler stood in front of the
whole school in July and announced
the opportunity, for two students and
a member of staff to join a crew in the
Small Ships Race off the coast of the Isle
of Wight, it seemed to most a dream
they would never get the opportunity
to take part in, but, for Konrad and Mr
Alyn Smith it had become a reality they
would be looking forward to.
Konrad, Bradley and Mr Smith joined
their crewmates, a selection of 12
students from 6 different Ormiston
Trust schools, stretching from as far
south as the Isle of Wight, to as far
north as Merseyside, as well as a
member of staff from Ormiston Park
Academy and the 4 crew members of
our ship- the Queen Galadriel.
Sadly, day one saw us lose a crew
member from Gateway Academy,
Bradley was forced to leave us due
to personal circumstances.
After
ensuring he was safely back with his
family, the remaining 19 of us set sail
to Poole.
Over the week of training before the
race Queen Galadriel sailed between
Gosport, Poole and Cowes. During this
time we learned a number of skills
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including navigation using nautical
charts (not easy), the practicalities
of sailing, including tacking, jibing,
hoisting the sails, and taking the helm.
In addition to this, the students took
full responsibility for keeping the
crew fed, keeping the ship clean and
maintained (including swabbing the
deck and scrubbing the galley) and
entertaining each other when the ship
was in the harbour.
Of course, it wasn’t all hard work, as
the crew sang songs to keep spirits up,
and went swimming when the wind
was down.
Finally, on Saturday, Race Day arrived.
Everyone was up early, well fed and
eager to succeed.
At the start line conditions didn’t fill
anyone with joy; low winds and heavy
rain, but, almost like clockwork, as the
race started the wind picked up, and
with the hard work of such a young
crew Queen Galadriel was charging
forward at some of her fastest speeds
this year, leaving other boats in her
class vanishing over the horizon.
Reaching the first marker buoy the
Captain turned the ship and gained a
further lead over some of our rivals.

Sadly, on the last leg things changed,
the sun came out, but when the rain
left, it took the wind with it. Queen
Galadriel was losing pace rapidly, the
tide changed, pushing her towards the
shoreline. A last minute emergency tack
allowed one of our immediate rivals to
pass us across the finish line.
A total of 27 ships had participated in
the race. Confidence dropped as our
Captain told us Queen Galadriel had
been amongst the very last in every
other race this year.
We finished 9th overall, Queen
Galadriel’s greatest result in the last few
years, one that Captain Alan attributed
to the hard work, positive attitude and
teamwork of the crew.

“For me, the best part about the trip was
just meeting the people from the other
schools and getting along with them.
Over the time we were there I also really
learned to trust myself a lot more than I
had previously” Konrad said of his time
aboard the ship.
It was a truly amazing experience, a
once in a lifetime opportunity and one
no-one aboard will forget. Endless
thanks goes out to all who organised it,
including the staff of the 7 Academies
and the Ormiston Trust, the Cairdan
Sailing Trust and the 4 crew members of
the Queen Galadriel; Captain Alan, Mate
Tom, Bosun Sam and 4th Hand Izzy.

Colin Fry
Competiton Winners
Joy Dockrill and her son John were
lucky competition winners and claimed
their free tickets to see Colin Fry’s Voices
from Heaven tour at the Ellis Theatre in
Thurrock. Colin Fry delivered his show to
a packed audience before signing copies
of his book for his avid fans.
Mrs Dockrill was delighted with her prize,

which included two free, signed copies
of his book. “I was about to purchase
tickets for the show and at the very last
minute decided to enter the competition.
I couldn’t believe it when I was told that
I had won.”
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WOW Moments....
My name is Hannah Brewer and
recently I entered a competition
to win a trip to the Zoo and be a
Zookeeper for the day.
I was in my PADS session when I
found out about this competition
and I was instantly excited and
decided to get creative. I had
to create an image of an animal,
including
interesting
facts.
Eventually, I decided to make a
peacock, because they are unique
and beautiful to me. After creating
a contrasting coloured background,
I made my peacock with tie-dyed
feathers that looked as if they were
from a real peacock. After finishing
my design, I did some research and
typed up some cool facts I had
discovered and stuck them to the
back of my design.
The WOW Moment I was interested
in was to create an animal of your
choice and to write about why you
liked that particular animal. I took
this opportunity to participate in
the competition because ever since
I was five years old I have wanted to
work close to animals and become
a Vet or Zoologist.
Winning this competition means
that I am one step closer to one of
my dreams. As you can see from
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Despite the amount of effort I put
into my piece, I wasn’t expecting
to win, so when I heard I was one
of two winners, I was immensely
happy! I still feel like this now,
and I can’t wait for the trip, as it
will really be a once in a lifetime
experience to me.
Hannah Brewer Year 8 student
my photo I created an ant, not
because it is my favourite animal
but because I find them interesting.
Thanks to my Form Tutors and
Head of College for informing me
of the competition to win a WOW
Moment.
Becky Haydon
Year 8 student

Do you want to tone up, slim down, get fit or just continue
with your fitness routines? Then come and join us at
The Gateway Academy in our well equipped Fitness Suite.
With an annual membership costing only £5.00 it is an offer
that shouldn’t be ignored!
After paying your annual membership fee it’s just;
£15.00 per month by standing order OR £4.00 per session.
For more details contact Extended Provision:
01375 489014 / 489031 or extendedprovision@theglc.org.uk

Opening Hours:
TUESDAYS
4.30pm - 9pm
Inductions
4.30pm - 6.30pm
(Term time only)
WEDNESDAYS 5pm - 9pm
FRIDAY

5pm - 9pm

SATURDAYS

10am - 1pm

SUNDAYS

9am - 2pm
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