
Year 9 Knowledge Organiser
Term 1

This booklet contains some of the key content we want the students to learn this term.
Knowledge Organisers are placed in the relevant Google Classroom.

How students and parents can use a Knowledge Organiser to maximise learning: 
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E
ng

lis
h



Fo
od

 T
ec

hn
ol

og
y



Fo
od

 T
ec

hn
ol

og
y



Fo
od

 T
ec

hn
ol

og
y



G
eo

gr
ap

hy
Key term: Definition: 

Natural Hazard A cataclysmic event due to natural processes

Plate tectonics   The earth;s crust divided into large chunks or plates

Earthquake  A tremor on the surface of the earth due to energy from 
the crust

Volcanoes    A release of lava through a vent in a volcano  

Crust  The thin outer layer of earth

Mantle   The largest layer of earth composed of molten rock 

Inner Core The solid centre of earth 

Plate boundary The point at which two tectonic plates meet 

Processes: Explanation: Example:   

Plate tectonics  The earth’s surface is made up of a number of large plates which 
are constantly moving due to mantle convection.

The North American & Eurasian plates diverge to create the mid 
Atlantic ridge; this is home to volcanic islands such as Iceland.

Earthquakes Earthquakes are formed due to a buildup of pressure in the earth’s 
crust which is released and causes the earth to tremor or quake. 

Earthquakes are located along the Mid Atlantic Ridge (Iceland), 
the Alpide Belt (Turkey) & The Pacific Ring of Fire (Japan). 

Volcanoes   Volcanoes erupt with a combination of lava and other volcanic 
materials due to the movement of magma to the surface of the 
earth.

There are three main types of volcano; stratovolcano 
(convergent), shield (divergent) and caleras or supervolcanoes 
(Yellowstone).

Divergent plate 
boundary  

This is when two tectonic plates (oceanic crust) pull apart which 
causes tectonic hazards such as earthquakes and volcanoes. 

The volcanic island of Iceland is home to strong earthquakes 
and spectacular volcanic eruptions. 

Convergent plate 
boundary 

This is when two tectonic plates collide causing the oceanic crust to 
subduct and violent earthquakes/volcanic eruptions to occur. 

The Pacific Island of Japan is the most hazard prone nation in 
the world and suffers from violent volcanic eruptions and strong 
earthquakes such as in 2011. 
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