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Core Ideas - Themes:

Ambition and its consequences: The play explores the theme of ambition and its consequences. Macbeth's desire
to become king leads him to commit a series of crimes that ultimately result in his downfall. Shakespeare shows that
unchecked ambition can lead to destruction, and that the pursuit of power can corrupt even the most virtuous of
individuals.

Guilt and remorse: Macbeth's conscience is plagued by guilt after he murders King Duncan, and he is unable to find
peace or redemption throughout the rest of the play. Lady Macbeth also experiences guilt and is eventually driven to
madness by her actions.

The supernatural: The play contains several supernatural elements, including the witches who prophesy Macbeth's
rise to power and his eventual downfall. The appearance of Banquo's ghost also adds to the supernatural
atmosphere of the play, and the presence of supernatural forces underscores the idea that the events in the play are
beyond human control.

Betrayal and loyalty: Betrayal and loyalty are important themes in the play. Macbeth betrays his king and his closest
friend, Banquo, in his quest for power. Conversely, Macduff remains loyal to his country and his king, even at great
personal cost. Shakespeare shows that loyalty is a virtue that should be prized above all else, and that betrayal can
have dire consequences.

The corrupting influence of power: The play demonstrates the corrupting influence of power. Macbeth becomes
increasingly tyrannical as he consolidates his power, and he becomes paranoid and ruthless in his efforts to maintain
his position. Shakespeare suggests that power can be addictive and that it can corrupt even the most well-intentioned
individuals.

Example Question:

Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents Macbeth’s fears.



Model Responses

Level 4 - 20 Marks
Shakespeare presents Macbeth’s fears as
overwhelming for Machiavellion Macbeth himself, and
that these fears were inevitable and now control his
actions and his words.
In the extract, Shakespeare presents Macbeth’s fears
as extremely prevalent when Macbeth asks “who’s
there?”. The use of the question connotes that naïve
Macbeth is feeling a sense of paranoia, which shows
his fear towards his surroundings. The use of “who’s”,
meaning what person demonstrates to the audience
that the brave Macbeth is feeling vulnerable, showing
how his fears are overwhelming for him. Furthermore,
when Macbeth is asking “who’s” there, the audience
from listening to his previous speech about noble
Banquo would think that Macbeth is afraid of his once
best friend, demonstrating how Shakespeare
presented Macbeth’s fears as overwhelming.
Additionally, in the extract Macbeth’s fears are shown
to be inevitable due to the correlation to the divine
right of kings, which was very prevalent in the
Elizabethan era, when Macbeth was written. Macbeth,
when talking about Banquo, says that Banquo was
“hailed” to a “line of kings”. “Line of kings'' illustrates
how Macbeth’s fears are inevitable because he ruined
the divine right of kings by murdering King Duncan in
order to become the new king. Now Macbeth fears
being murdered much the same way as Duncan was
by him and Lady Macbeth. The noun “king” makes the
audience remember King Duncan and how he trusted
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth yet he was still brutally
killed by them. Consequently, this shows how
Macbeth’s fears were eventually going to happen, due
to the interruption of the divine right of kings.
In the play as a whole, Macbeth’s fears are further
shown as being too overwhelming for Macbeth when
Lady Macbeth and himself are determining how to
murder their noble king Duncan. Lady Macbeth begins
to dominate Macbeth and become the leader of the
plan as Macbeth does not want to kill Duncan himself.
This shows how Macbeth was too overwhelmed by
fear and the thought of consequences that he cannot
go through with the malicious plan that he and Lady
Macbeth came up with. Furthermore, Macbeth’s fears
allow him to be left vulnerable for people to take
advantage of. For example, Lady Macbeth tells
Macbeth to be the “serpent” under the flower. The
noun “serpent” connotes a sly person and someone
vicious, yet when Macbeth is tasked to be evil and kill
Duncan, like a “serpent” he cannot, due to the sheer
amount of fear ingrained into Macbeth’s head,
showing how it controlled his actions.
At the beginning of the play, Macbeth is afraid of the 3
witches as they begin to chant, “fair is foul and foul is
fair”. This is a directly opposite approach than further
on in the play as Macbeth begins to demand them
around. The witches, supernatural beings, who were
causing Macbeth fear at the beginning of the play yet
none at the end also demonstrates how Macbeth’s
fears become less about him as a person, but more
about gaining and keeping his power, hence the fears
Banquo, as he knows what Banquo can do. This
shows how the fears were inevitable because of
Macbeth’s attitude and demeanour.
In conclusion, throughout the extract and the play as a
whole, Macbeth’s fears are presented by
Shakespeare as inevitable due to his interference with
nature and the divine right of kings, which in the
Elizabethan era, was thought to be a huge part of
society

Level 5 - 23 Marks
It is evident from early in the play that Macbeth holds
room for fear as when he hears the witches
prophecies’, he is intrigued – only he lacks ‘the illness
that should attend’ the actions required to become
king. This metaphor used by Lady Macbeth in her
soliloquy after she discovers the prophecies’
highlights how Macbeth does have ‘ambition’, he just
lacks the courage or stereotypical masculine features
that would enable him to murder Duncan. Thus
suggesting that fear could have been one factor
getting the better of Macbeth at the beginning.
Although Macbeth overcomes this fear by murdering
Duncan, it is made clear that one fear now turns
towards fear of Banquo's sons becoming kings, as
mentioned in the witches prophecies. In the extract,
Macbeth states how there is ‘none but he, but being I
do fear’. The explicit use of the adjective ‘fear’
indicates that Macbeth is a character who presents
fear. In fact, he is presented as very insecure because
he feels the need to take the prophecies’ into his own
hands, and use his free will to become king. He is
uncomfortable in allowing prophecies to come true
over time, mirroring a sense of fear that they won’t
come true. A Jacobean audience would have been
mortified to know that Macbeth had disrupted the
Divine Right of Kings to fulfil desires prompted by the
supernatural. James I wrote that any supernatural was
evil, so for an audience to see Macbeth so dedicated
to the ‘imperfect speakers’ would have been absurd. If
anything, a Jacobean audience would expect Macbeth
to have fear towards the supernatural or the
consequences of his actions.
In the extract, it is made clear that Macbeth murdering
Duncan had put ‘rancours in one vessel of [his]
peace’. The metaphor reflects how the murder of
Duncan had disrupted Macbeth’s peace, which could
be suggesting that Macbeth does have some fear
towards the consequences of his actions.
Alternatively, it could be presenting a slight sense of
guilt through the mentioning of the word vessel.
Vessels connote blood, and blood is used throughout
the play as a symbol for guilt. As a religious society,
the Jacobeans would certainly expect Macbeth to feel
guilt and fear his ‘deep damnation’ as the
consequences of his actions. As the play progresses,
Macbeth's fear of losing the title of being king (once
he becomes king) gets so intense that he murders the
innocent wife and child of Macduff. They are ‘savagely
slaughtered’, mirroring how a mixture of fear, ambition
and desire have possessed Macbeth into becoming a
wicked tyrant. The sibilance implies that Macduff’s
innocent ‘wife and babe’ had a painful and brutal
death. Furthermore, the adverb ‘savagely’
emphasises the wicked, merciless and evil character
Macbeth has turned into. A Jacobean audience may
have believed this was a result of Macbeth's
engagement with the supernatural, leading him down
a dark path. Additionally, they would have been
horrified to hear of a man to be so reckless as to not
only murder a king, but an innocent family too. A
woman and child would not have been seen as such a
threat, so one may be of the opinion that Macbeth had
no reason to act so carelessly. However, this could be
a result of his fear of losing control. Macbeth may
have got so caught up in the idea of power, status and
kingship that he feared a life without it, in which he
completely lost sight of all this when he allowed
ambition to overcome him.
In conclusion, I believe Shakespeare presents
Macbeth as a character with a significant amount of
fear, as well as ambition. Although both of these traits
can be good in some people, it is evidently clear that
is not the case with Macbeth. Macbeth fears the
wrong things, such as losing control or not becoming
king, causing him to do merciless murderings
throughout the play. Macbeth should have had fear
towards the supernatural instead, perhaps that
wouldn’t have led him to his tragedy.

Level 6 - 30 Marks
Throughout Macbeth, Shakespeare explores
Macbeth’s fears through his relationship with his wife,
his friends, his own mortality, and the destiny
supposedly meant for him, all while touching on
greater ideas of appropriate kingship, the ‘Great Chain
of Being’ and the supernatural.
In this extract, Shakespeare presents Macbeth’s fears
through the way he speaks of the witches and his own
position. Macbeth worries that his succession was
perhaps in vain, and that his reign might be short lived
as he describes the ‘fruitless crown’ and ‘barren
sceptre’ the witches have supposedly supplied him
with. The words ‘fruitless’ and ‘barren’ connote a
sense of emptiness, and are suggestive of Macbeth’s
worries that his ruthless road to succession was
perhaps in vain, if the power and authority it entails
proves to be ‘fruitless’. Importantly, this is a soliloquy
of Macbeth, a time where he is alone, and can afford
to speak true, which emphasises his worries in this
scene as he speaks only to himself.
In the play as a whole, Shakespeare presents
Macbeth’s fears through his recognition of a disruption
in natural order. Shakespeare uses Macbeth, as a
whole, to explore themes of the ‘Great Chain of
Being’, and ideas discussed in the ‘Dream of Scipio’
by Cicero, in which the Earth lies at the centre of a
number of spheres, which contain different entities,
like God, angels, animals, etc. Crucially, these
spheres are interlinked, and are shown to be through
the ripple effect Macbeth has caused through his
transgressions. Macbeth worries about this disruption
of order, talking about dead people ‘rising again’ and
even to the point of ‘pushing us from our stools’. In the
latter quote, Shakespeare uses a metaphor with
double meaning to emphasise Macbeth’s worry – he is
literally ‘pushed’ from his stool when he sees Banquo
in his seat at the Banquet, and worries that he’ll soon
be ‘pushed’ from his ‘stool’, which is the throne.
Shakespeare intertwines ideas of disruption of the
macrocosm and Macbeth's actions to demonstrate the
magnitude of his actions.
Furthermore, Shakespeare presents Macbeth’s fears
further in Macbeth’s soliloquy at the end of the play.
The use of ‘tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow’ serves as
testament to Macbeth’s soliloquy, whereby he realises
that his whole life is ruined and that he’s truly damned.
The repetition of ‘tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow’ and
its slow vowel sounds are reflective of his life having
also slowed down, now at a ‘petty pace’, and his now
nihilistic attitude towards his life. His use of ‘Out, brief
candle’ echoes Lady Macbeth’s ‘Out, out damned
spot’, and places them in parallel as they recognise
their actions and damnation.
Shakespeare continues to present Macbeth’s fears
through his relationship with fate and the witches.
Shakespeare has left the role of fate ambiguous
throughout Macbeth, as he blurs the lines between
destiny and free will. Importantly for Macbeth,
however, he regards date and the witches as his
‘insurance’ of sorts, ever since he hears the witches
prophecy and that ‘[he] shall be king’, and only
realises towards the end of his life that he’s been
misled through both his own ambition and the witches
prophecy. He uses ‘to doubt th’ equivocation of the
fiend, that lies like truth’ to suggest his own
recognition and worry about the fact he’s been, or has
himself, led astray. The use of ‘lies like truth’ is
reflective of the dual and ambiguous note of the
witches’ prophecy, and further sets Macbeth up as a
tragic character as sympathy from the audience is
evoked through his now isolated and ‘damned’ state.
Finally, Macbeth’s fears are explored by Shakespeare
through his relationship with Banquo. In the extract
provided Macbeth mentions Banquo as one ‘with a
wisdom that doth guide his valour/To act in safety’,
which sets him up as a point of comparison to
Macbeth. Banquo is ‘wise’, ‘rational’, and less inclined
to act for personal ambition, all traits which Macbeth
worries about, as he says ‘there is none but he whose
being do I fear’. A stress on ‘he’ is emphatic of the
high regard Macbeth holds for Banquo in some
respects, as Macbeth worries, and is perhaps even
jealous, of Banquo’s mental fortitude and restraint.
In overview, Shakespeare explores Macbeth’s fears
throughout the play in every stage of his life, as he
progresses to the throne, and eventually to his
demise. Shakespeare weaves together ideas of the
disruption of the natural order, fate, and Macbeth’s
own mortality to emphasise his various emotions in
light of the recognition of his transgressions.



Essay Planning - 4 Approaches

Paragraph Chronological Event

[Extract] [Extract] [Extract]

1 Beginning Before significant event

2 Middle Significant event

3 End After significant event

Paragraph Character Theme

[Extract] [Extract] [Extract]

1 First impression Writer’s message

2 How they change Link to core idea 1

3 Final impression Link to core idea 2

Developing Paragraphs

What?
(AO1)

1. Present your idea [Topic Sentence]:
[Writer’s name] presents…
[Writer’s name] conveys the idea that…
[Writer’s name] creates the impression…

2. Support your idea with a quotation/quotations:
This is illustrated when… “_______.”
To add a further quotation
This is further shown when… “______.”

How?
(AO2)

3. Explain what the quotation shows:
This shows/portrays/reveals/emphasises/
presents/suggests/implies/conveys…
Add an additional or alternative interpretation.
Additionally/Alternatively, this might suggest…

4. Analyse the effect of the writer’s choice of language or structure:
The word “_____” has connotations of…
This creates the impression that…

5. Analyse something else:
Furthermore,/This is further emphasised by…
…the [adjective] tone of [link quotation] helps to convey [link to
quotation]
…the [type of] imagery helps to convey the idea that…
…[writer’s name] use of simile/metaphor/personification/pathetic fallacy
suggests that…

Why?
(AO3)

6. Comment on context and writer’s message:
[Writer’s name] presents [focus of question] in this way to
convey their message that…
In the context of [era] society, [writer’s name] might be
conveying the idea that…



Act/Scene: Core Knowledge: Retrieval Questions:

A1 S1 ● Shakespeare begins the play with the Witches to emphasise
how prominent the theme of the supernatural will be in the
play

● “Fair is foul and foul is fair” suggests that the natural order will
be disturbed

1. How has Shakespeare chosen to begin the
play?

2. What idea does Shakespeare want to
present at the beginning of the play?

A1 S2 ● King Duncan is being challenged by two enemies: the rebel
Macdonwald and the Norwegians

● Macbeth and Banquo heroically defeat both enemies
● King Duncan rewards Macbeth with the title of Thane of

Cawdor (Macbeth does not know this yet)

1. Who are threatening King Duncan’s
position at the beginning of the play?

2. How are Macbeth and Banquo described at
the beginning of the play?

3. What title does King Duncan give to
Macbeth as a reward for his actions?

A1 S3 ● The Witches provide 3 prophecies for Macbeth and Banquo:
1. Macbeth will be made Thane of Cawdor (Macbeth

does not know he has already been rewarded with
this title)

2. Macbeth will become King of Scotland
3. Banquo’s descendents will become kings

● Macbeth is enraptured by the Witches, Banquo views them
with light-hearted suspicion

1. What are the first set of prophecies the
Witches give Macbeth and Banquo?

2. How do Macbeth and Banquo react to the
Witches’ prophecies?

A1 S4 ● King Duncan declares that Malcolm will be his successor
● Macbeth, influenced by the Witches’ prophecies, views

Malcolm as a threat to his ambition of becoming king

1. Who does King Duncan declare to be his
successor?

2. What is Macbeth’s reaction to this?

A1 S5 ● Lady Macbeth is darkly ambitious and fears Macbeth is too
kind to do what needs to be done to become king

● Lady Macbeth calls on dark spirits to empower her (motif of
darkness)

● Lady Macbeth tells Macbeth of her plot to kill King Duncan so
that Macbeth can become king

1. How does Lady Macbeth react to
Macbeth’s letter?

2. What does Lady Macbeth fear about her
husband?

A1 S6 ● Lady Macbeth greets King Duncan warmly to cover her evil
intentions

1. Why does Lady Macbeth greet King
Duncan so warmly to her castle?

A1 S7 ● Macbeth has doubts about killing King Duncan
● Lady Macbeth ridicules Macbeth for not having the desire,

ambition and manliness to kill King Duncan and finally
Macbeth agrees to do the deed

1. How does Macbeth feel about killing King
Duncan?

2. What does Lady Macbeth say to Macbeth
to encourage him to kill King Duncan?

A2 S1 ● Macbeth hallucinates and sees visions of a dagger guiding
him towards King Duncan’s chamber (motif of hallucinations)

● He hears the signal, a bell ringing, that it is time and he goes
to do the deed

1. What happens to Macbeth before he goes
to kill King Duncan?

A2 S2 ● Macbeth is traumatised by his actions and returns with the
guards’ bloody daggers that he used to kill King Duncan

● Lady Macbeth places the daggers on the drunken guards and
returns with bloody hands (motif of blood/recurring symbol)

● They hear a knocking at the gate and go to bed

1. What is Macbeth’s immediate reaction in
the aftermath of killing King Duncan?

2. What is Lady Macbeth’s reaction?

A2 S3 ● Macduff arrives, finds King Duncan’s body and sounds the
alarm

● Lady Macbeth and Macbeth feign their innocence
● Macbeth says that he has killed the guards in a moment of

fury
● Fearing for their lives, King Duncan’s sons, Malcolm and

Donalbain, flee to England and Ireland

1. Who finds King Duncan’s body? What is
their reaction?

2. What actions do Lady Macbeth and
Macbeth take after Duncan’s body is
found?

3. What do Malcolm and Donalbain do after
their father’s murder?

A2 S4 ● Ross talks about a series of unnatural events suggesting that
the natural order has been disturbed

● Macbeth has been confirmed as King of Scotland

1. What has happened to the natural order
after King Duncan’s death?

A3 S1 ● Banquo is suspicious of Macbeth
● Macbeth convinces two murderers to kill Banquo and his son,

Fleance (link to Witches’ prophecies)

1. What does Banquo think about Macbeth’s
ascension to the throne?

2. What does Macbeth plan to do to Banquo?

A3 S2 ● Macbeth is traumatised by both his past deeds and the threat
to his throne

● Macbeth calls on dark spirits to disguise his action

1. What happens to Macbeth’s psychological
state in the aftermath of killing King
Duncan?

2. Who does Macbeth seek power from in
order to consolidate his position as king?

A3 S3 ● The murderers attack Banquo and Fleance but Fleance
escapes

1. What happens when the murderers attack
Banquo and Fleance?

2. Why is this a concern to Macbeth (link to
Witches’ prophecies)



Act/Scene: Core Knowledge Retrieval Questions:

A3 S4 ● Macbeth and Lady Macbeth hold a banquet
● Murderers tell Macbeth that Banquo is killed but Fleance

escaped, causing Macbeth great anguish
● Macbeth hallucinates, seeing the Ghost of Banquo at the

dining table
● Macbeth grows suspicious of Macduff who was absent from

the feast and decides to go to see the Witches again

1. What happens during the banquet scene?

A3 S5 ● Hecate, the Goddess of Witchcraft, is angry at the Witches for
giving prophecies to Macbeth

● She makes them promise to confuse Macbeth and make him
overbold

1. What does Hecate say to the Witches?

A3 S6 ● Lennox is suspicious of the murders of Duncan and Banquo
● Lennox reports that Macduff has gone to England to seek

help from Malcolm to overthrow Macbeth

1. How do the other Thanes feel about the
deaths of Duncan and Banquo?

A4 S1 ● Macbeth is shown three apparitions that provide a second set
of prophecies:

1. “beware Macduff”
2. “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth”
3. That Macbeth will never be defeated “until Great

Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane hill shall come
against him”

● Macbeth is shown a final apparition of Banquo’s ghost
followed by a line of eight kings

● Macbeth decides to kill Macduff’s family

1. What are the second set of prophecies
Macbeth receives from the Witches?

2. What does the final apparition show and
how does it link to the first set of
prophecies?

A4 S2 ● Macduff’s family is killed 1. What does Macbeth do to Macduff’s
family?

2.

A4 S3 ● In England, Macduff informs Malcolm of how Scotland is
suffering under the tyrant Macbeth

● Malcolm is suspicious of Macduff and tests his loyalty by
saying he would be a worse king than Macbeth

● Macduff is informed of his family’s murder and vows to take
revenge

1. What happens between Malcolm and
Macduff?

A5 S1 ● Lady Macbeth is observed sleepwalking, she is clearly deeply
traumatised by her actions, she requires a light by her at all
times and reveals her inner most thoughts

1. How has Lady Macbeth’s actions affected
her?

A5 S2 ● Scottish thanes discuss the arrival of the English army and
how unpopular Macbeth has become

1. What do we notice about the pace of the
final Act?

2. How do the Witches’ prophecies come
true?

3. What happens to Lady Macbeth?
4. How is Macbeth presented in the final Act?
5. Who kills Macbeth?
6. What is significant about Macbeth’s

beheading?

A5 S3 ● Macbeth has been emboldened by the second set of
prophecies and is not afraid of the approaching English army

● A doctor tells Macbeth that there is no cure for Lady
Macbeth’s ailments

A5 S4 ● The English army uses branches from Birnam Wood to
disguise their advance on Macbeth’s castle (link to Witches’
third prophecy)

A5 S5 ● Lady Macbeth commits suicide, Macbeth despairs and
concludes that life is meaningless

● A messenger tells Macbeth that Birnam Wood is advancing
on the castle

A5 S6 ● The English army attacks

A5 S7 ● Macbeth kills Young Siward
● Macduff confronts Macbeth

A5 S8 ● Macbeth and Macduff fight
● Macduff reveals that he was not “of woman born” (link to

Witches’ second prophecy)
● Macbeth is killed

A5 S9 ● Macduff enters carrying Macbeth’s head, the traditional death
for a traitor and announces that the natural order has been
restored

● Malcolm is crowned King



Act 1
Witches (A1 S1): “Fair is foul and foul is fair”
Captain (A1 S2): “brave Macbeth”; “unseemed
him from the knave to the chops”
Macbeth (A1 S3) “So foul and fair a day I have
not seen.”
Witches’ Prophecies (A1 S3)

1. “Thane of Cawdor”
2. “king hereafter”
3. “Lesser than Macbeth, and greater” /

Thou shalt get kings, though thou be
none”

Banquo (A1 S3) “He seems rapt withal”
Macbeth (A1 S3) “Stay, you imperfect
speakers, tell me more.”
King Duncan (A1 S4) “He was a gentleman on
whom I built/An absolute trust.”
Macbeth (A1 S4) Macbeth: “Stars, hide your
fires;/ Let not light see my black and deep
desires.”
Lady Macbeth (A1 S5) “Yet do I fear thy
nature;/ It is too full o th milk of human
kindness”
Lady Macbeth (A1 S5) “Come, you spirits [...]
unsex me here,/ And fill me from the crown to
the toe top-full/ Of direst cruelty.”
Lady Macbeth (A1 S5) “Look like the innocent
flower,/ But be the serpent under t.”
Macbeth (A1 S7) “I am his kinsman and his
subject, [...]
Who should against his murderer shut the door,
Not bear the knife myself.”
Macbeth (A1 S7) “I have no spur/ To prick the
sides of my intent, but only/ Vaulting ambition,”
Lady Macbeth (A1 S7) “When you durst do it,
then you were a man;”
Lady Macbeth (A1 S7) “But screw your
courage to the sticking- place,
And we’ll not fail.”

Act 2
Banquo (A2 S1) “I dreamt last night of the
three weird sisters:
To you they have showed some truth.”
Macbeth (A2 S1) “I think not of them.”
Macbeth (A2 S1) “Is this a dagger which I see
before me,”
Macbeth (A2 S1) “art thou but/ A dagger of the
mind, a false creation,
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?”
Lady Macbeth (A2 S2) “Had he not
resembled/ My father as he slept, I had done t.”
Macbeth (A2 S2) “But wherefore could not I
pronounce Amen?
Macbeth (A2 S2) “Sleep no more!/ Macbeth
does murder sleep, the innocent sleep,”
Macbeth (A2 S2) “Will all great Neptune's
ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand?”
Lady Macbeth (A2 S2) “My hands are of your
colour, but I shame / To wear a heart so white.”
Porter (A2 S3) “Knock, knock! Whos there, in
th’other devil’s name? Faith, here’s an
equivocator”
Lennox (A2 S3) “The night has been unruly.
Some say the Earth / Was feverous and did
shake.”
Macduff (A2 S3) “O horror, horror, horror!”
Macbeth (A2 S3) “Here lay Duncan,/ His silver
skin laced with his golden blood,/ And his
gashed stabs looked like a breach in nature”
Lady Macbeth (A2 S3) “Help me hence, ho!”
Malcolm (A2 S3) “There’s daggers in men’s
smiles.”
Old Man (A2 S4) “Tis unnatural,[...] A falcon,
towering in her pride of place,/ Was by a
mousing owl hawked at and killed.”
Ross (A2 S4) “And Duncan’s horses[...]/ Tis
said they eat each other.”

Act 3
Banquo (A3 S1) “I fear/ Thou playedst most
foully for’t.”
Macbeth (A3 S1) “To be thus is nothing,/ But to
be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo/ Stick
deep”
Macbeth (A3 S1) “Upon my head they placed
a fruitless crown
And put a barren sceptre in my grip”
Macbeth (A3 S2) “We have scorched the
snake, not killed it.”
Macbeth (A3 S2) “we will eat our meal in fear,
and sleep/In the affliction of these terrible
dreams/ That shake us nightly.”
Macbeth (A3 S2) “make our faces vizards to
our hearts, / Disguising what they are.”
Macbeth (A3 S2) “Oh, full of scorpions is my
mind, dear wife!”
Macbeth (A3 S2)“Be innocent of the
knowledge, dearest chuck,”
Banquo (A3 S3) “O treachery! Fly, good
Fleance, fly, fly, fly!”
Macbeth (A3 S4) “Then comes my fit again. I
had else been perfect, [...]But now I am
cabined, cribbed, confined, bound in/ To saucy
doubts and fears.”
Macbeth (A3 S4) “(to GHOST) Thou canst not
say I did it. Never shake/ Thy gory locks at
me.”
Lady Macbeth (A3 S4)“The fit is momentary;
upon a thought / He will again be well.”
Macbeth (A3 S4) “It will have blood, they say.
Blood will have blood.”
Hecate (A3 S5) “Saucy and overbold, how did
you dare/ To trade and traffic with Macbeth/ In
riddles and affairs of death,”
Hecate (A3 S5) “Shall draw him on to his
confusion./ He shall spurn fate, scorn death,
and bear/ His hopes bove wisdom, grace, and
fear.”
Lord (A3 S6) “Thither Macduff/ Is gone to pray
the holy king upon his aid”

Act 4
Witches (A4 S1) “Double, double toil and
trouble,/Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.”
Witches (A4 S1) “By the pricking of my
thumbs,/ Something wicked this way comes.”
Witches’ Prophecies (A4 S1)

1. “Beware Macduff./ Beware the thane
of Fife.”

2. “Be bloody, bold, and resolute.
Laugh to scorn/ The power of man,
for none of woman born/ Shall harm
Macbeth.”

3. “Macbeth shall never vanquished be
until/ Great Birnam Wood to high
Dunsinane Hill/ Shall come against
him.”

Malcolm (A4 S3) “This tyrant, whose sole
name blisters our tongues,
Was once thought honest. You have loved him
well.”
Macduff (A4 S3) “Bleed, bleed, poor country!”
Malcolm (A4 S3) “I think our country sinks
beneath the yoke./ It weeps, it bleeds, and
each new day a gash/ Is added to her wounds.”
Macduff (A4 S3) “Not in the legions/ Of horrid
hell can come a devil more damned/ In evils to
top Macbeth.”

Act 5
Gentlewoman (A5 S1) “She has light by her
continually. Tis her command.”
Lady Macbeth (A5 S1) “Out, damned spot!
Out, I say!”
Lady Macbeth (A5 S1) “Hell is murky!”
Lady Macbeth (A5 S1) “Here’s the smell of the
blood still. All the perfumes of Arabia will not
sweeten this little hand.”
Lady Macbeth (A5 S1) “There’s knocking at
the gate. Come, come, come, come. Give me
your hand. What’s done cannot be undone. To
bed, to bed, to bed!”
Angus (A5 S2) “Those he commands move
only in command,/ Nothing in love. Now does
he feel his title/ Hang loose about him, like a
giant’s robe/ Upon a dwarfish thief.”
Macbeth (A5 S3) “I’ll fight till from my bones
my flesh be hacked.”
Macbeth (A5 S5) “I have almost forgot the
taste of fears.”
Macbeth (A5 S5) “She should have died
hereafter.[...] Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and
tomorrow,[...] Out, out, brief candle!”
Young Siward (A5 S7) “The devil himself
could not pronounce a title
More hateful to mine ear.”
Macbeth (A5 S7) “But swords I smile at,
weapons laugh to scorn,
Brandished by man that’s of a woman born.”
Macduff (A5 S8) “Tyrant, show thy face! [...]
My wife and children’s ghosts will haunt me
still.”
Macduff (A5 S8) “Tell thee, Macduff was from
his mothers womb / Untimely ripped.”
Malcolm (A5 S9) “this dead butcher and his
fiendlike queen”

Themes:
Ambition - A
Supernatural - S
Fate and free will - F
Deception - D
Evil - E
Kingship - K
Violence - V
Tyranny and the abuse of power - T
Guilt - G

Motifs:
Blood - B
Hallucinations - H
Sleep - Sl
Light and darkness - L
Nature/natural world/natural order - N


























