
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser
Term 2

This booklet contains some of the key content we want the students to learn this term.
Knowledge Organisers are placed in the relevant Google Classroom.

How students and parents can use a Knowledge Organiser to maximise learning: 
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Computing 5 PE 23-26
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Design Technology 8-9 Science 29-31
Drama 10 Spanish 32-33
English 11
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History 16
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Year 8 - Facial Features

Assessment Objectives:
AO1 — Developing ideas through research
AO2 — Using resources, experimenting with different media and ideas
AO3 — Recording ideas (photos & drawings)
AO4 — Personal response

Overview of Topic
In this project you will explore facial features through the work of CHuck 
Close. You will begin by learning about grid mapping technique. You will 

use your previous key skills such as shading, accuracy of shape and 
proportion to create a self portrait. The final outcome will be that you 
can created on A4 card combining elements of colour theory and pattern to 

showcasing your skills. 

Step by step guides

Step 1: Measure 3cm spaces across 
the top of the page making small 
dots to mark the spot.  Repeat 

across the bottom then join these 
up using a ruler. Repeat this 
down the sides of your page

Step 2: Repeat this drawing a grid of 3 x 3 cm squares across your 
photo. 

Step 3: Copy the outline of the hair, face and 
facial features square by square. Working top 

left down to bottom right. 

Step 4: Add patterns and shapes to each 
square.

Step 5: Add colours using an 
Analogous colour scheme.

Sections:
Hair
Face
Clothes 
Background

You will need 2 
different 
colours that are 
next to each 
other on the  
colour wheel.

Step 6: Use a 
Fineliner to 

outline the face, 
hair and facial 
features (eyes, 
nose, mouth.) 3



Year 8 - Facial Features Grid Mapping

Assessment Objectives:
AO1 — Developing ideas through research
AO2 — Using resources, experimenting with different media and ideas
AO3 — Recording ideas (photos & drawings)
AO4 — Personal response

Chuck Close

Grid Mapping: 
Grid Mapping is a method of drawing to accurately copy shape and 

proportion. You can use this to copy an image exactly the same size or 
enlarge it by using ratios. 

born 1940. Chuck Close is an 
American painter and 
photographer who works from 
photos to create large scale 
portraits. Some are as big as 
this wall of a classroom!
 
He often uses grids to create 
his hyper realistic portraits. 
By adding pattern into the grids 
squares he can create texture 
and tone.

Close up of 
Chuck Close’s 
patterned 
grid work.

https://www.carrie-lewis.com/the-benefits-of-using-a-dra
wing-grid/

Close up of 
Chuck Close’s 
patterned 
grid work.

Art Technique Keywords

Portrait a painting, drawing, photograph, or 
engraving of a person, especially one 
depicting only the face or head and 
shoulders.

Grid Mapping A drawing method to accurately copy 
proportion and can be used to accurately 
enlarge images.

Proportion The size relationship between two parts 
e.g. height compared to width.

Analogous Analogous colors are groups of colors 
that are next to each other on the color 
wheel. Red, orange, and red-orange are 
examples.

Pattern a repeated decorative design.
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Year 8 Performance Skills 

Health & Safety in dance

Exercise in safe 
spaces. Be mindful 
of others.

Keep your head up 
and know what is 
around you.

Warm up properly 
including stretching 
your muscle.

Bend your knees 
when you land from 
jumps.

Make sure that 
liquids are kept well 
away from the 
dance surface.

Remove jewellery 
and wear suitable 
clothing.

Be respectful and 
compassionate to 
others.

The Physical benefits of a warm-up:
• Warming up muscles/preparing the 
body for physical activity
• Increased body temperature
• Increased heart rate
• Flexibility of muscles and joints
• Blood flow and oxygen to muscles

The physical benefits of a cool-down:
• Helps the body's transition back to a 
resting state
• Increases removal of waste products 
such as lactic acid
• Gradually lowers heart rate
• Gradually lowers temperature
• Circulates blood and oxygen
• Gradually reduces breathing rate
• Reduces the risk of muscle soreness 
and stiffness
• Aids recovery by stretching muscles

Importance of warm up/cool down

‘For a dancer to remember the steps and master the natural look of the movements there is nothing more 
effective than repetition and rehearsal. When dancers repeat movement over and over, motor memory kicks in 
and forces muscles to perform tasks.’

You will explore Some Like It Hip Hop for your performance 
appreciation. Use the QR code for resource pack

Endpoint
Over the next term you will learn and develop 
a range of performance skills. This will be 
completed through learning a set piece of 
repertoire, linked to a professional work. You 
will be expected to understand and apply the 
performance skills to the set movement, as 
well as evaluate your progress.

The movement taught will be performed in the 
Gateway Academy Dance Show 2024. 

Reminder
Dance club for will take place on Monday’s 
3-4pm in the Dance Studio.
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Year 8 Performance Skills 

Stylistic features:
Qualities or features that are specific 
to/ define a particular dance style or 
genre

Unison:
When two or more dancers perform 
the same movement at the same 
time

Canon:
this technique requires dancers 
to take it in turns to perform a 
movement that is then identically 
copied and performed by others

Formations:
The shapes or patterns the dancers 
perform in, in the space

Physical Skills

Posture The way the body is held.

Alignment Correct placement of body parts in 
relation to each other.

Balance A steady or held position achieved by an 
even distribution of weight.

Coordinatio
n

The efficient combination of body parts.

Control The ability to start and stop movement, 
change direction and hold a shape 
efficiently.

Flexibility The range of movement in the joints

Strength Muscular power.

Stamina Ability to maintain physical and mental 
energy over periods of time.

Extension Lengthening one or more muscles or 
limbs.

Expressive Skills

Projection The energy the dancer uses to connect with 
and draw in the audience.

Focus Use of the eyes to enhance performance or 
interpretative qualities.

Spatial
Awareness

Consciousness of the surrounding space and 
its effective use.

Facial
Expression

Use of the face to show mood, feeling or 
character.

Musicality The ability to make the unique qualities of the 
accompaniment evident in performance.

Mental skills

During a performance During the process

Movement Memory, Commitment, Concentration, 
Confidence 

Repetition, discipline, Planning, Response to feedback

Technical Skills

Action 
content

Accurately replicating the action 
content

Dynamic 
content

Accurately replicating the 
dynamic content

Spatial 
content

Accurately replicating the spatial 
content

Timing 
content

The use of time or counts when 
matching movements to sound 
and/or other dancers

Accurate 
movement

Demonstration of the 
characteristics of the style of the 
piece e.g. contemporary. 7
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